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July 254he, 1558. A

Profe. George Davidson

Assistant C. & G. Survey,
S5an francisco, Cal.
Dear 5ir:
T have the honor t0 subuit the [ollowing
descriptive report of Topographical She2t Yo. 2. Ne- o
survey of Suisun Bay, by the party under your charge inr 1336iz
The country inceluded in the limits of this shect covn=
prises a portion of the Southern shore of Suisun Bay, be=-
ginning at lMiddle Pt, and extending Zastward to the town of
Blaek Diamond; together with Freoman, Snag, Dutton's, Wheel-
er's, Chipps and Van Sickles Islands, and portions of Zads
and Brown's Islands, It is mostly marsh land, the ex-
ceptions being the land about the towm of Black Diamond,
apé‘a str;p adjacent to the R. R. on the Southern border of
the sheet.

Considerable of the marsh land shown has been, or is

being, recl Dutton's and Wheeler's Islands and a
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part of Chipps Island are leveed, and a laves is in process

of eonstruetion arcind a portion of Van S5ickles Island.

Tr ~

Mre Warren Dutton, who own&s the sr=ater pari of the

marsh land on the islands in the Worthern part of the Bay,

nas been successfihl in his attemptis at rec¢lanation. His

plan is te dam all sioughs, and thus save the expenss of

dyking both banks. Flood gates are provided and flood

waters are permitted to esc¢ape at low ride. Incigentally

these obstructed sloughs are of great use as siorage re-

servoirs for fresh water during th@ dry season. In winter

and during the spring freshets the water in the Bay is frash,

Yhen the time

but is too salt for use at other times,

approaches for the water to become salt the flocd jates are

opened and the sloupghs allowed to fill up with fresh water

This supply remains sufficiently frash, in spite o’ slight

pereolation of salt water, for the use of ealtle until the

For domestie¢ purposss rain wati:r

return of the rainy seasone.

is caught and stored.

At Black Diamond, farthér up the

Bay, the water taken from New York Slough on the last of the

ebb tide is used by some for domestic¢ purposes all through

the year, though it becomes somewhat brackish in the Autumn.

Mr. Butten has experlmented with various grasses and

finds that they'@raw well on his ree¢laimed lani. Vegetables
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have been cultivated at his home place at Dutton's Landing.
Most of his land is used for dairy purposes, the produce
being shipped from Dutton's Landing by steam:r to San
Frantisc¢o.

The only town shown on the sheet is Black Diamond.

This was formafly called Wew York. The change in name was

made by the Blaeck Diamond Coal Co. who used to ship the
produet of their Mt. Diablo mine from this point. The mine
is now abandoned, on account of the diffieulty of keeping

it free from water, and their R. R. track to the mine torn
up « The town now derives its principal support from a
salmon cannery. ost of its inhabitants are connected
with the c¢annery, as employees or fishermen. Another
cannery is located on Chipps Island.

The communication is by water and rail. Three land-
ings, Dutton's Chipps Is. and Blaek Diamond are shown on the
sheet, and are all stopping places for either Sacramento
or San Joaquin River steamers. The San Pablo and Tulare
Re R. (Southern Overland) runé along the southern limit of
the sheet. One flag station, X¢. Avoy, is shown: another,
Cornwall, thé stopping plaee for Black Diamond comes just
beyond the limit at‘tha sheet.

The only changes apparent, except by a eritisal com=
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parison of the two surveys are those oceasiored by tule
growthe. **ud Slough, shown on the former survey as naviga-
ble, is now almost completely elosed up near its Northern
end by tule. At high tide a2 small boat could be forced
through before the buildirg of the dam at the Y. ¥, corner
of Wheeler Island. So also the short c¢ross slough con-
neeting Moyce and lfud Sloughs, which was formally navigable,
is nearly c¢losed up by the same growth. Mallard Slough is
rapidly e¢losing ir the same way, and ir faet the tule has
encroached on the channel way in all the sloughs.

On the middle ground off liddle Pointi a growth of tule
has started and'an island will doubtless be formed there
in a few years.

‘In this connee¢tion a word as to the indefiniteness of
the high water mark, at places where there is a growth of
tulg,may not be out of place. .The only definite line is

2%
' the outer edge of the tule; thaﬁqis, in the majority of
¢cases, ¢lear and sharp e¢ut, ani is, for all practical pur-
poses, the high water line. ‘Still the land on whieéh the

tule grows may be two or threc fecet under water at high tide,

and it is an utter impossibility to say just where the

high water line is., In this survey it was taken as being

the inner edge of the tule in cases where there was a line
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of demarcation between tule and marsh grass; in others the
judgment of the rodman had to be relied upon. No two
surveys eould possibly agree in the location of this line,

en if made by the same person, one immediately aftier the

An idea of the amount of sediment deposited over the
marsh during freshets may be gathered frow the statement
that the witness makks at Freeman Staticon were found buried

to the depth of two inches. In all cases where land has

been reclaimed for any length of time the marsn outside the

levee is perceptibly higher than within. An examination of
the bloecks of turf dug up for the building of levees in
various places shows that an average of [five or six inches
of sediment has been depcosited all over the marshe.
Very regpectfully submitted
(signed.) Fremont llorse

Sub, Assist.




