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C00S BAY, OREGON,

Descriptive Report to Accompany Topographical Sheets
Nos, 1 and 2, Surveyed 1889, by Party of E, F, Diekins,

Assistant Coast and Geodetic Survey,

The North side of Coos Bay entrance is a low, narrow
sand spit, with a sand beach.extending-up the goast in a near-
ly straight line %o the mouth of the Umpguah River, aboﬁt |
twenty-two miles, this beaeh variss very mueh in chafacter;
in calé weather it is generally broad, hard and smootﬁ; bu£
during a heavy sea it washes out badlf and becames steep,
rough and soft, About one hundred yarés bagk of the ordinary
high water mark, and running parallel with it,lis a low ridge
of sand, varying from ten to twenty feet in height; this is
formed by the drift wood and logs ecast up during the heavy
winter gales, around whieh the sana tolleots forming the
ridge, | Back of this beach is a sand belt of loose, drifting
sand dunes of all shépes and sizes which are continbally
changing, the general drift baing from Northwest to Southeast,

On the South side of the entrance the shore line is bold, the

¢liffs rising from forty to eighty feet in height and backed
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by densely timbered ridges,

South Slough, is a.broad, shallow arm of the bay, just
inside the entrénce, and extending to the Séuthward fér five
or six miles; the.sﬁores are heﬁvily timbered, and ‘a good deasl
of match wood and saw logs are being cut along its 5anks; them
are some few settlers along,this slough. | Directly 6pposite
the entrance is a low, roceky point, known as Fossil or Roeky
?oint, from the extremity of whiech the Engineer Corps is
building a submerged jeitty for the improvement of the cﬁannel;
it now extends soﬁe féur hundred yards beyond high water mark;
the work shops and dwellings of the workmen are locatéd in the
timber just baek of the point,

Frém this poin£ along the South side of the bay to Empire
City, about three miles, the shores are low and densely tim-
bere& to the waters' edée, the ridges riselgfadually inland‘to
the height of séveral hundred feet; the wagon roéd between the
two places is along the beagch at léw water,

Empire City, located on the South side of the bay, about

four miles from the entrance, is the eouniy seat of Coés Coun~
ty, aad claims about five huﬁdred inhabitants, It has threé
geﬁefal meféhanaise stores, four hotels, livéry stablé, a
salmon c¢cannery, church, scﬁool, blacksmith shop, express and
telegraph office &ec, The Souéhern Oregdn Compény has a iarge
saw mill at this place, with a daily cutting caéaaity of one

hundred and fifty thousand fent, they were oniy running one
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side of the mill during the past summer, e¢utting an average
of seventy five thousand feet of lumber per day, empioying
about sixty men, and loading from five to seven schooners per
month, There is a daily mail and stage to Roseburg, (about
eighty miles) on the California and Oregon Railroad; a tri-
weekly mail and stage up the coast to the Umpguah and Suisiaw
Rivers, and a steamer at lszast onte a week to San Francisco,
Between this plaee and Pony Slough, about two and one~fourth
miles, there is quite a bluff along the shore, ranginé from
forty to one hundred and thirty feet in height, backed by
heavily timbered ridges, The North shore of the bay is low
and sandy most of the way from the entrance to the mouth of

the North Slough, with some timbered ridges at intervals,

North Slough, is an arm-of the bay ﬁaking into the North-
ward about seven miles aboﬁe the entrance, it is very shoal
énd can only be navigated by small boats ét high water; tﬁere
are a number of settiers along the upper part of the siough.

Hayne's Slough, makes in on the East side of the mouth

of North Slough and is very similar in character, but is more

settled along its banks,

Pony Slough, makes in on the South side of the bay, dir-
ectly opposite North Slough, it is also very shoal, and only
navigable for small boats at high water; considerable logging

has been done along this slough, but the camps are now sban~

doned, It has been dyked just above the bridge and the mafsh
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land used as pasture for cattlec,

North Bend, is sitwated on the South side of the bay, a-
bout eight miles above the entrance and just around the big |
bend, here are located the two saw mills, belonging to Simpsm
Bro's, of San Franciseo, The néw mill has a eutting capaeity
of fifty thousand feet of lumber per day, and the old mill-
thirty thousand feet per day, During the present year they
were only running the new mill, and.on three~fourths time, em~
ploying about thirty-five men and loading frém four to five |
schooners per month.. There is also a well equipped ship
yard at this place, where have been built from thirty to foriy
vessels, ranging from small schooners to full rigged ships,

Porter, is on the West side of the bay about one and one-
half miles above North Bend; here is the saw mill of the Cal-‘
ifornia Lumber Company, with a capacity of seventy five thoué—
and Ffeet per day, during the present year it was running on.
three-fourths time, employing fifty~-six men and loading from
four £o five schooners per month, lThis plaée was named af-
ther Mr, Portéf of San Franeiseo, one of the prineipal stouﬁ-
holders in the company; About one~fourth of a mile to the |
South of the mill is the slaughtér house, whieh supplies the
markets of Empire City and Marshfield, -

The Stave Mill, is also located on the West side of the

bay, about a mile South of the Porter Mill, it belongs to the

Ozkland Box and Barrel Company, and can cut twenty thousand
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feet of lumber, or one tﬁousand boxes, one thousand staves amd
three thousand barrel heads per day. They employ about
thirty men and load from one to two schooners per month, bew
sides making shipments per steamer; a few hundred yards‘abo§e
this ﬁill is a tannery whiech tans about one thousand hides
per annum,

Marshfield, situated at the head of the bay, is the prin-
[ ]

¢ipal town, and e¢laims about one thousand five hundred in-
habitants; it is quite a busy place, being the supply depét
for the settlers on all the sloughs emptying into the upper
part of the bhay. " 1% has several hotels, a number of good
stores of all desceriptions, blacksmith shops, livery stables,
schoqls, churches &e,; there is also a saw mill, belonging to
E, B, Dean & Co, of Sén Francisco, which has a cutting capacw
ity of forty five thousand feect per day; this mill was not |
running during the past year, There is a daily mail and
stage from Marshfield {o Roseburg on the California and Ore-
gonARailroad, and also to Coquille City, A steam ferry twiae
a day to Fmpire City and up Isthmus Slough; also small steam=
ers daily up both forks of Coos River and Catching Slough. |
There are good sumer roads to Fmpire, Newport, Coquille and
Roseburg, but during the winter they are impas;ible, exgept

on horseback,

About three-fourths of a mile above Marshfield, at the

junction of Isthmus and Coal Bank Sloughs, is the Coal Bunker
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of the Oregon Coal and Navigation Company, where their eol=-
liers load; during the past year they have kept three steaﬁ
¢olliers busy iransporting their coal to San Franeisco, The
bunkers are commected with the mines at Newport by a rail-
road 372 miles in length, they employ about two hundred ﬁen
and take out about ten thousand tons of toal per ﬁonth.

Their miners are comfortably housed and cared for at Newport,
which is a very pretty little wvillage, with a good‘store and
school house,

Coal Bank Slough, is navigable for small vessels as far

as Eastport, about oné and one fourtﬁ miles from its mouth,
and for boa%s and scows some distanee further,

Eastport, is the location of the bunkers of the Eastportl
Coal Mine, and is connected with the mine by a railroad about
a mile in length; this mine has not been worked for several
years, and the railroad, bunkers, wharf and other buildinés

are rapidly going to deetay,

Isthmus Slough, is the largest slough emptying into the

bay, the Bay City Mill, belonging to E, B, Dean & Co, of San
Prancisco, is located on its BEast bank about a2 mile above its
mouth; the mill has a capacity of cutting about sixty thous--
and féet per day, employing about forty~five men and loadiné
four to five schooners per month, Thié slough is the main

charmel of cormunication between Coos Bay and the Cogquille

River, a small steamboat makes two trips daily betwean Marsh~
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field and Utter City, (about seven miles)} to eonncet with the
Coquille City stage, A railroad has becn surveyed and low-
cated écross the Isthmus from Utter City to the Coquille Ri%—
er, and it is the intention to build during the coming sum- |
mer, Opposite Utter City is a good ¢oal mine, and otean
steamers formerly went there to load, but the mine has not
been worked for several years,

Catehing Slough, is navigable for small steamboats for

about six miles, or fto wiithin a mile of the town of Sumner,
The Southern Oregon Company, whose mill is at Empire City,
has its logging ¢amps in this vieinity, and brings the logs
by railroad to the slough; where they are made up into large
rafts and towed by steamboat to the mill, There arc a num-
ber of settlers along the banks of the slough and its tribu;

taries,

Coos River, is the main tributary of the bay, and drains
a 1arge‘area of country; about four miles above its mouth it
divides into iwo branches, known as the North and South Forks,
both these streams are navigable'by small steamboats for about
ten or twelve miles, There ére sanme fine farms glong the
banks, and agbove tide water are several logging camps, belong~
ing to the Bay City and Porter Mills, The Govermment quarry;

from which roek is obtained for the jet4y at the mouth of the

bay, is situated on the North Fork, several miles above its

mouth, The ro¢k is loaded on large barges, whieh are towed
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down to the jetty, and is dumped overboard, Just below thé
mouth of the river, on the East side of the bay, is a large
salmon cannery, which is run during the fishing season.

Willaneh Slough, is a small, shallow slough, and is bare-

1y navigable for small boats at high tide, There are a num=~
ber of settlers along the slough, and the marsh land is being
reclaimed and cultivated,

Kentuck Slough, is also very shallow, but can be navi~-

gated by small boats at high water for about a mile, Thefe
are a number of setilers along itis banks, and the marsh land
is being dyked and reclaiﬁed. At the Nérth side of the en=-
trance to the slough is the wharf of the Hardy Coal Mine, tge
mine is about a mile back in the hills and was connected with
the wharf by railroad, buf as it has not been wérked for a
number of years the road, wharf and buildings at the mine are
rapidly geing to ruin,

Timber; the whole country surrounding the bay is covered |
with timber; fir, spruce and c¢edar are the principal varietiesg
there 1is 2lso considerable myrtle along the rivers and sloughs
which is very valuable for fine finishing and furniture, On
account of the number of rivers and sloughs emptying into the

bay, the timber is easily reached and brought down to the

mills in rafts,

Coal: the full extent of the Coos Bay coal fields is not

yet definitely known, and it will probably Se many years be~
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fore it will become so, The wild nature of the ecouniry,
which ig everywhere covered with dense and heavy forests,
renders exploration extremely slow, 1ab$rious, and expenéive,
but it is estimated that there are at least two hundred and -
fifty sguare miles under~lajd with ceal, All the coal here-
tofore shipped from the ﬁay, has not worked out one square |
mile of territory. The character is a lignite or bdrown coal,
and very good for domestic¢ purposes, as it carries bpt 1i£tle
dust 6r soot and burns well, It is not, however, the best
for steam, although used by the éteamers and tugs going to
and from the bay, and by the Coast Survey Steamer "Gedney",
wvhile surveying off the ¢oast during the past season,

Fish: the bay a.pd its tributaries abound with fish of all
kinds, from the smallest mountain trout to the largest salmon,
There are two salmon canneries on the bay, which are run dur-
ing the salmen season, ¢ommencing in August and eontinuing uﬁ-
til the end of November; besides the salmon put up at the can;
neries, a great many aré salted and pa.'cker:i in barrels, Out~
side the bay, off Cape Arago, fine halibut and roek cod are
caught in eonsiderable guantities, The if'lats inside the bay

are alive with e¢lams,

ship Building, is quite an important industry, as all tle
timber necessary for any part of a wooden ship ¢ean be found

in this vieinity, from knees (of which large numbers are ship-

ped to San Francisco) to largest timbers aﬁd finest finishing
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lumber, such as cedar, maple, ash and myrtle, Masts and
spars are also aﬁundant, of all sizes and the beét quality,
Besides the ship yard already mentioned under the head of
North Bend, there was also one at Marshfield, but no vessels
have been ﬁuilt there of late years, As near as I could
learn there have been about seventy vessels built on the bay,
schooners, tugs, ships and steamers, with a total capacity of
about twenty three thousand tons, There is also eonsiderable
work done in repairs of vessels,

Land, The general character of the country is that of
& hilly region, véry rough and broken, carved into a peffect
labyrinth of steep and narrow gulches, and pierced in everﬁ
directiiton by numerous sloughs, or 1oné, narrow and erooked
inletsi along these sloughs is some fine bottom land, and the
marsheé are bBeing dyked and recelaimed, making good agriculiur-
al land, | |

Climate, is moderate, the Ehermometer very seldom falls
below zero, or rises above 20°; the annual rainfall is aﬁaut
forty inches, During the suﬁmer months fogs and sirong
Nofthwest winds prevail along the coast most of the time, but
a few miles inland, out of recaeh of the winds, the clﬁna%e is
delightful,

Commerce, The following statistics were obtained from

the Custom House at Empire City, for the year ending June

30th, 1889:
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Number of steam vessels arrived, 149; tonnage, 46,162,
Number of sailing vessels arrived, 1325 tonnage, 25,292,
Number of steam vessels sailed, 1473 tonnage, 46,147,
Number of sailihg vessels sailed, 126; tonnage, 25,262,
The principal exports were lumber, lathes, piles, bérrel-
staves, mateh-wood, ship knees, coal, salmon (canneé and‘salt-
ed) Potatoes,‘applés, butter,dcheese and hides, |
The prinecipal imports were general merchandise, farm implé-
ments, machinery and railroad iron, The eommercial relations
of this place are chiefly with San Franc¢isco, steamers car~
rying passengers and freight run at least once a weck, ﬂe-‘
sideg sailing vessels almost every day.
In 1885, number of vessels arriving was 152, tonnage, 49,090,
In 1889, number of vessels arriving was 271, tonnage, 71,454,
showing how rapidly commerce is inereasing, There is also
telegraphie communication with all paris of the country,

Bef'ore the submerged jetty was commenced. at the entrante
of the bay, the channel over the bar was difficult and tortu-
cus, always chanéing, and vessels were often bar bound for
sevéral vecks at a time, but of late years the chammel has
besn nearly straight ané changes very little in position; dur=
ing the past summer the averaée depth on the bar wés fro@ fiﬂ;
teen to eighteen feet at high water, and vessels are now sel-

don bar bound,
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The Cape Arago Light House, is on a small, narrow and

rocky island at the Western extremity of Cape Afago, ébout
seventy=five feet above the sea level, It is a‘fiied whi te
light, ;aried by a white flash every two minutes, and is vis=-
ible for about foﬁrteen miles, |

The whistling buoy, lettered "K' and painted with black
and white perpendicular-stripes, bears-North tﬁree-fourths
ﬁest, distant about iwo miles from the light héuse; and about
a miie outside the bar, '

Two steam tugs are kept on the bay for towing vessels in
or out, and no sailing vessel should attempt to eross the ba;

withont a tug,

Respectfully submitted,

Assistant U, &, C, & G, Survey.

To-
Professor T, C, Mendenhall,
Superintendent U, S, C, & G, Survey,

Washington, D, C,
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