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Deseriptive Report

of

Topographical Sheets Nos. 2 - 4 & O.

Perdido Bay,Alabema and Florida

Surveyed by the party of Assistant Stehman Forney,

Jenuary - February & March 1880.

The general character of tle country shown on these sheets,
is broad énd simple and is comprised of moulded drift.

The sea-shore is a low sand beach beaten herd and rigid.

The low water line is defined upon the sheets, by dotted lines.

A stranded ship might survive a storm on this beach with little

risk to loss of life. The beach is backed by shifting sand dunes,

from fifteen to twenty feet in height;‘general direction of fore
Gvebein

and rear slopes. east and west, FEmElsg to the westward.

The general character of the vegetation is salt grass, pal-
metto and scrub oak.  The trecs are of forest growth, and com-
prise the yellow pine, average height ninety feet, cyprus, average
height fifty feet,live and water oak,average height forty feet;fruit
trees comprise the sweet and bitter orange, peach and apricot in
small rumbers, the megnolia grows wild in places, about one tenth
of the country is arable and grass land; wagon roads are numerous

and not much traveled and consequently in poor condition. The
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fences are chiefly built of wood. The climate on the western -end

of the bay is pleasant and healthy, bul unhealthy at Millview on
the eastern end of the Bay.

But little commercial importance attaches to Perdido Bay it
may be described in general terms as a wide and irregularly shaped
Sound, about fifteen miles long, with imnumerahle ramifications-of
creeks and bayous; at its north-~eastern extremity is the moﬁth of
éerdido River which penetrates ﬁhe interior for about forty miles,
and 1s navigable for light draft vessels about thirty miles above
its mouth. Seven miles above its mouth it branches, sending off
an am to the north-westward called "the Blackwater;;one mile and
a half above the confluence with the Blackwater it again divides,
the branch running northwesterly being known as *the Styx".

The entrance to Perdido Bay is through a very narrow inlet into
a lagoon called "0ld River®  The bar is shifting and has upon it
an average depth of nine (9) feet at mean low water. During
the prevalence of southerly winds the bar deepens, but hecomes
shallow under the pressure of continuous "Northers®

The usual tidal current is sbout (4) knots, bub it must e
remarked in this connection, that during the prevalence of a nor-
ther there is no tidal current - the volume of water running con-
stently seaward.

The usual channel into the bay is not now (except during
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north winds) through.OId River but through a so-called "eut off",
made soms fifteen years agé by parties living in that locality,
through the narrow strip of low land separating 0ld River from
Bayou St. John {or Bay Ornoco). This cutlhas now greatly in-
creased in width and héé deepened to three fathoms of water, al-
though originally it was but a ditch four fest wide and four feet
deep. This fact is wofthj of mention, only because, if such a
scour hag developed in this particular channel, and in éuch a
time, it may have a bearing upon the future of the bay as a éom-
mercial port. |

At present there is no maritime COmmerqp - the timber (mostly
yellow pine, spruge and live oak) being conveyed to Millview, at
the eastern end of the bay where there are two large saw mills De-
longing to the "Sou-thern States Land and Lumber Gompaﬁy" which
have a manufacturing capacity of 200,000 feet per diem; here it
is sawed and transported to Pensacola by rail. There is no other

trade. The soil is light,sandy and little productive.

Yours respectfully,
(Signed)  Stelmen Forney,

Assistant C. and G. Survey.
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The sounaings written iu jencile represent the cepti 2t the two
igle$s as wel. as. 1 can Llve tuew ana zre suf.:icient for ai: pLracs
el

purposes as t

e depth of water om the wur chan,es witi every stron,
Tt iild.o

.The west iniet is net now usez even ., tae swalest coats that
enter.

Wien once insice the eaust iniet tue inmer vay cen Le reaciea oy
either tue eastern or western b esswmre ~ut the eastern assae is
1T tue _est.

To go torough tue western } assa; e wale strai bt for tihe Siufl
clLose to the snore anda turn to tie west as suown oy thie jencile
line. .

.To po turougsh tihe gastern passarze mate strai_ut fior the wiufl

~tirs the narvow chennel jassing tiie eest point is rescuned ana ticen

turn to east wnd leg close to outer snoel anu sipoire tiil wers insice
Vinen we entered tiis inlet I"eu. 3,:1%311 at iow woter there weas
five feet over thle —aT. Wueh wé Giwe out len. 24, :1%11 there was

seven Teet over tue Lar et Low water.

. . . - C .
Aue car is acoul ws Lar out as tue distence Letween toe tho poing

of Lana. The deptu over tue car changes {row Four to eigpht feet witn
the wind. .
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