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Sir:
Uwaled States'
I send to-day,per the WExpress Company ,the two maps
representing the topography of the south shore of Bostcn Har-
bor,executed by me last season., The first of these reaches from
Squantum to Weymouth Fore River and the second from Weymouth
Fore River to Nantasket Beach, 6 ineluding the Harbor of Hingham,
The ordinary provisions with reference to original to-
pegraphical sheets are not applicable to tiese,--that,as to a
tracing of each sheet with designaticn of areas worked upon on
specified daysjand that as to a geological deseripticn of the
whole area covered during a season’s work., As to the first it
should be noted that only the shoreline of the sheets was, ac-
cording to instruetiéns,intended to be delineated that then, it
was only,as experience on the ground proved the necessity that
the area to a moderate distance inland was included,and finally,

that,after conference with Assistant Whiting,this practice was

in turn followed by a further amplificaticon of the design on



the ground that had been passed over;the developed scleme being
especially illustrated by the inclusion of the whole of Town
River Bay.and the taking of the work generally back to where the
first connecting rcad from the general trend of the shorel ine
crosses small streams or rivers. It is obvicus that Wwork thus
executed cannot be designated by areas of specified day’s work.
In regard to the geological matter usually applicable
not being pertinent to this work,it suffices to say that the re-
gicn being one of a University centre and populaticn remarkable
for its general,inteliigenee and education,geological knowledge
of the most minute character regarding the regicn is extant and
often familiarly possessed. In view,therefore,of this fact a
geological desceription of the area under consideration would
seem to be superfluous. Nevertheless there are two breoad fea-
tures in ccnnection with the area,which would prove of interest
in a general statement like the present. The first of these,to
which I allude,will be best expressed by the three quotagions,
as follows,from pages 82,84 and 86 of Proi.Shaler's recent vol-
ume on *Nature and Man in America.'
“the old mountains,such as once occupled eastern

Massachusetts Rhcde Island,and eastern Virginia have been worn
down to their very roots at times when the sea worked at levels

a few hundred feet higher than it does at present,'....... caeees
..Thus, in the case of eastern Massachusetts we are

now able to affirm that at varicus stages in the past the shore-



line has been near its present position.®..eeveeveenennnen e
......... +e...."Thus we establish the fact that at two stages
in the Cambrian pericd the shoreline of New England in the neigh
borhood of what is now Massachusetts Bay was not far from its
_present position,®

Prof.J.P.Lesley of the University of Pennsylvania with
whom I have conversed on the subject regards the cther feature
in Bosten Harober,to which I alluded as interesting,as a fine
exemplification of the effects of aérial erosion. The remarka-
ble hills semi-egg-shaped in longitudinal cross-section,as they
lie topographically with the same trend,are like similar ones
scattered elsewhere and notably fine specimens of the moulding
executed by the gradual graving which no other agency but déri—
al erosion could have effected working in this instance on the
clayey material which is most susceptible t0 delicate modelling.

In connecticn with the survey which the two maps re-
present there is only one other topic of interest., The three
larger of the four swall islands in Hingham Harbor are known on
the Coast and Geodetic Survey’s present printed chart of Hing-
ham Harbor,as *Ragged Island,'*Sailor’s Island: and*Chandler’s
Island,® Dut these same islands are now known amohg both liter-
ate and illiterate people as'Ragged Island, *Sarah’s Island,"and

“Langley%lsland.“ The story ecurrent in the vieinity is that they

were so named from an eccentric character called"Sarah Langley",



noted for her peculiar costume,

1 believe, from the evidence to be now adduced,that this
l story is nothing but a modern myth,similar to one about which
I once had a correspondence with Prof,Max Miller of Oxford., I
am not however ,now discussing the question solely from the point
of view of the story’s interest,as a probable modern myth, but
chiefly from that of the necessity of considering it with rela-
tion to the naming of the islands correectly on the prospective
chart of Boston Harbor.

Examinaticn of the archives of Hingham and of the tes-
timony of educated persons now living there goes to show that
naps of Hingham and its Harbor published in I830,I1873 and 1892,
all give the names of the islands as "Ragged Island,*3arah’s Is-
land,"and"Langlestsland." The present antiquarian of Hingham
says that a late map of Boston and vicinity has the so-called
"Sarah’s Island* put down as as "Sailor’s Island.* Lincoln,in
his ' History of Hingham' printed in 1827 mentions the same is-
land as “Sailor’s(sometimes called Sarah’s).® A legal paper,as
far hack as I752,however,mentions the island as “3alye’s Island.

Lincoln,in speaking of the at present so-called *Lang-
ley’s Island*,rentions it as "Chandler’s(sometimes called Lang-

ley's)'. There is, however,believed to be no other authority



a.?/w /a_u@u/{%
calling the island ,"Chandler’s.* There is even on_recor%-a eon-

A
veyance of this island 15 one *John Langlee,"from which, doubt-
less the present spelling,'Langley'is derived. But, through
whatever phases the names may in the course of time have passed,
the present accepted names for the islands are undoubtedly,'Rag-
ged Island,*" Sarah’s Island,"and "Langley’s Island.®

The intimate research here indicated as to the history
of the names I owe to the courtesy of my friend Mr.Wm,0.Lincoln,
of Hingham Mass. a lineal descendant of Paul Revere, His family
still represents on the ground one of the oldest properties in
the vicinity of Hingham his own lines of division of woodland
for fuel still existing as-established in the early history df
this country.

Yours respectfully,
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