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U. S. Coast and Geodetie Survey Office,
Washington, D. C.,
éﬁ; o L \ © June Sth, 18%4,
N A7, .
D, T. 0. Mendenhall,
| : Superintendent,
U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survev,
“irs-- . o
Inresﬁectfully submit the following descriptive report
on the topogréphic sketch of the Taku-River, Alaska, executed hy
me in the surmer of 1393 | |
This sketeh covers about‘one hundred .and eighty square
miles, and represents thé genevai contour of the mdunﬁains.and
the approximate limits of the bottom land as seen.and sketched
from the barks of the wiver or the numerous gsand bars.
- The zketch was made on the plane-table, but is not of

sufficient adcuracy to be called a survey, except that portim

that delineatés the actual shore line of the river, as it was only

practicahle to occupy the river banks, cut in the mountains peaks

and a Cew other prominent objects on the mountains, and then

gketch in the [ovm, - lYoreover, the work occunied onlv seven days

time, and the distances were so great, that bub fev elevations
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ﬂbould.be computed wntil alter the completion of the cketch, I-
had, therPFoée to make the sketch show relative forms and blOPBS
vhlcb were subseauentlv converted into contours.

The;greatest plevation determined is about seven thousand
one hundred feet, on the Sitbaknay River - what I have called
‘ittaknay Mountain, Near the mouth of-the river the hills are
from ﬁwo tﬁousand five hindred to three thousand five hundred
feet high, but as we recede from the coast they reach a greatef

- elevation,  From my caﬁp just above the houndary, lboking up the

vailey of the Taltakav, I estimated that some of the mountaing

vizible would reach ten thousand leet, and were probakly Fifteen
or tWEnuv miles distant, but I was wable to determine them. |

The river bottom has an average width of two or three

mlles, and has heen Fllled in with the dptr1tus coming: dowm: from
the river and from the glaciers, The sheet shows a number of ex-
tended anmé of the main valley; ﬂwo of thén are sbill occupied

by giaéiers. There is little doubt in my min& that this whole
region was at one time glaciated., All the mountains, especially

For a height of one thousand to fiftc~en hundred [eet zbove the

water, show unmistzkable evidences of this lact. To some extent

these glaciated.forms are delineated in the sketeh. The mowntzins

are all granite, the upper portions bare, and the peaks, zlthough
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“OmPtheb pointed, F“equﬂrtlv assure [antastic ¢hapes, and pre-
e@nt Pinnacles, steeples, etc. The bottom:lands are quiﬁé
densely wooded, except themorainesin front of the glaciefs; the
g;thh being principally cotton-wood'with sone Spruée. Tﬁe hill
sides are generally wooded to Lhe height of two thousand [eet
with spruce and similar growth. ~ The onlvy navigat ion on”the
river at the present bLime is With cances; the bars at the mouth ave
s0 shallow that it is with difficultv that even a canoe ean pass
u§ at low.water. It is quite possible, however, thét 2 erall
flat-bottom steamer _ﬁassing into the river at high tide would
he able to ascend some distance-above the limits represented
on the.sketch, |

' About one -and one- halr mlles ahove Where my *ovk lert
off there is a cnn51dn"a%le arfluent knovm as uh@ Taltakav.
It is reported to have its sourcs in a lange glacier,

The Tndians <describe the region to the nerlh and west-
ward of the Taku to be an immense ice¥field, in which the Twin
Glacier, Foster Glacier , the Mendenhall Glacier, and the'one:at
the head of the Taltakay, have their origin.

Through the kindness of the 0ffice, this sketch has bem
inked by kr, P, von Erichsen and is now in the hands of the

Drawing Division for letering, and although T am not able offi-



~4- nuperlntEndent
ﬂlﬂllv to tvansmlt it to vou, it is avallable for any work of

rcductlon that mav be required,

Respectrullv vours
/{f/f"/“f ‘*f w‘??"'- Eony
Asslqtant

U, S, Coast and (regdetic Survev.
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the ‘' Superintendent, U. 5. Coast and Ceodetic Survey, Washington, D. C.”

should be forwarded under cover to
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All communifeations should be forwarded ) ! i ’
- under cover to the " Superintendeni T. 8. ﬁrea‘surg g Ep Elrtmmt,
C OPY Coast and Geodelie Survey, Washingtor, D, C.V

Office of the Goust and Geodetic Suvwey,
T ashington, 3. €.,
December 5th, 18%.

Sir:

In reply to your inquiry of t;he _7th ultimo, I respetfully
stete that I do not recall a special report on tovographic sheet
No. 2182, Taku River, below the Boundary. |

I thibk that a reference to my report on this Survey will

furnish all the information that it requisite,

Yours respectfully,
(Signed) Herbert G. Ogden.

Inspector of Hydrography and Topogrephy.

To The Superintendent,

Coast and Geodetic Survey,
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