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Sir:-

The following is & report to accompany tolographic sheet
No, 22886,

The territory covered by this sheet is on the southwest
side of the Patapsco River, and extends back to the main county
roed from Balfimore to the north side of the Magothy River,

The limits orn the north are Curtis Bay, Cabin Branch, then a line
westward to Cedar Hill Cemetery, and thence southwest $o the rosad
toward Pumphrev Stetion. The lower limit is the 39° 05' parallel
of latitude westward nearly to Linstid triangulation station on
Bagle Hifl, thence northward to the main county road above men-
tioned.

The general character of the country is rolling with num-
erous creeks,or arms of the bay or river, extending back some dis-
tance from the main body off water., In several cases these creeks
oxtend to the 1imits of the work. Along the banks of the creeks
are nmumerous gullies or ravines through most of which flow small

N

gtreams from springs.
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The shore iine along ths Patapsco and out along the Bay
is mostly bordered by eroded cliffs ranging in height from 5 ta
40 feet.These cliffs are also geen occasionally along the creeks
and small atreams although not sc prominent as alomg the Bay and
Patapsco River,

The soll is quite varied ranging from stiff clay to soft
sand of a silex cheracter. The roads are usually very sandy and
poor excepting parts of the main county road (particularly near
Baltimore) which has been shelled and is as good as counld be de-
sired. The grades are very fair for a rolling country., The
means of communication are by both land and water. A daily steamer
runs between Baltimore and Rock and Stony Creeks, and the B. and A.
Sshort Line R.R., whieh passes about a mile from Marley, offers ™
ready commanicetion both toward Baltimore and Annapolis. The
creeks shown on the sheet are navigable nearly to their heads for
1ight draft vessels, the greatest difficulty being to eross the bars
at thelr entrances.

The vegetation in this section is quite varied. The streams
are ugually lined with small trees and brush, and some parts of
the country ere still unelsared. The forests consist mostly of =
small déciduous trees and brush with occasionally a grove of
pine or cedar trees. Whenever the land has been cleared and then
allowed to grow up again it is usually covered with a pine thicket.

Near Baltimore the arable land is devoted to the raising of
small fruits and tracking., Farther away melons and cantelopes, .

and grains are the predominating products of the soll. These
1atter are ususlly marketed by small schooners plying up and
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down the creeks. There are very few fruit tfees eXcepting peach
orchards and these are not vsry numerous,

There are no towns or villages in the territory covered by
this sheet, There are several small picnie grounds on the banks
of the creeks but no health or pleasure resorts of any prominsence,

One noticable feature in this section is the absence of
a1l fences excepting a very small enclosure about a few of the
dwelling houses.

There are two small iron bridges shown on the sheei and an-
other is to be constructe@,l understand, at the head of Rock Creek,
A new long bridge is under consirdaction near the mouth of Curtis
Creek at Walnut Pointt Many of the culverts in the gullies and
across small streams are wooden and are weak and often not very
safe,

A U. 8. Marine Hospital is loecated at Leading Point about
half way between Curtis Bay and Hawkins Point on the Patapsco
River.

At Hawking Point 1s a modern fort with several large guns
in place. Adjoining the fort is a large factory for the preparation
of fertiligzers. Hawkins Pt. and the Marine Hospital have tele-

phonic connection with Baltimore.
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