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Dr. Henry S. Pritchett,
Supt. U.5.C. & G. Survay,
Washington, D,.C.
Sir;-
1 have the honor to submit to you this Descriptive Report

of original topographical sheets Nos.gZSWLé and 2308, These

sheets embrace the shore line and inland topography on the west-
ern shore of Chesapeake Bay, Maryland, within the following 1im-

its -

Sheet, No.igzié-extends from the North shore of the Patap-
sco River to the North shore of Back River, and from Colgats
Creek and a line from Colgate Creek to the head of Baeck River,
to the Chesapsake Ray. It will thus be seen to include all the
land betwaen the pratapsco and Back Rlvars, known as the"Patapsco
Neck;" and al)l of Back River, A portion of Hart Island is also

included.

Sheet No. 2308 extsnds from the North shores of Back River to
the South shore of the Bush Rivsv, The P.W. & B. Branch of the
Penna. R.R. forms its inland limit%, and of course 1t extends to

the BRay.

It will he seen that the entirs work extends from the North
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shore of £t Patapsco River to the South shore of the Bush
River, and is located in Baltimore and Harford Counties. It was
surveyed by the party under my dirsction during the season of '~
1897 and 1898.

The general character of the country 1s low, bu; beyond the
inland limits of thé sheaets, the ground hacomes higher in eleva-
=ion and is more or less broken. By referring to the sheets, it
will he seen that the portion surveyed is in the form of a
series of "Necks", formed by the nﬁmérous rivers and creeks,
These necks are low in elevation, seldom showing heights of more
than forty feet. The only land of more than this elevation is
found near the inland limits of the sheets, and is located on
the Patapsco Neck, whers a height of ahout 160 fest is found;
and on Back Rivar Neck, where the highaest point 1s ahout 105
feet, near 8temmert's Run, Penn. R.R. Station, All elevations
are referred to mean highwater of the Chesapsake Bay,

On the rivers and creeks, and their ﬁumerous hranchas, are
marshes of greater or less extent, the largest ones heing on the

Back, Gunpowder, and Bush Rivers. Nearly all the land on

Miller's, Hart, and Spry's, Islands is also marshy, These marshes

are constantly flooded at highwater and consequently are salt,

The greater part‘of the area survaved is rather heavily
wooded Wwith oak and declduous trees, interspersed with some
pine, Only small portions of tha forestris full grown, and
there is a considerabla amount of scrub, The heights of the
forests vary from fifty to eighty feet, and contmin underbrush
in nearly egvery instance, There are some peach orchards,

but they are of small extend and not numerous.. All other fruit



trees ars vary scarce,

Most.of the arable land 1s rather fertile, and South of the
Gunpowder River is used for growing garden products, which ars
marketed in REltimore, Thers is very 1little land used for grass.
Not more than ons third of the total area is clear from woods
and scrub. Bétween the Gunpowder and Bush Rivers (Gunpowder
Neck), farm products are raised, The truck famms South of the
Gunpowderlara small amd mostly owned by people of German descent,
who 1ﬁ most cases live in small houses. This trucking ground
being more or less valuable, has caused gradual encroachment on
the forest lands; hence the pfOportion of cleared land is
greater than at the time of the original survey, forty or fifty
years ago, On the Gunpowder Neck, however, the woods are grow-
ing up on some of the cleared portions, owing prohably to its
smaller value as farming land.

At Sparrow's Point, on the Patapsco River, is located the
plant of "The Maryland Steel Company", arcund which a large
village has grown ub. A plane table survey of the works and
village was made hy Ex-Assistant Donn during the year 1891,
0¥ing to the growth of the latter, the old work was revised by
me in 1898, The only other fackory within the limits of the
sheets, is ét"Dundalk",'whare iron pipes are manufactured. This
place is located on the ﬁa]}to. & Sparrow's Point R.R., about
four miles from Sparrow!'S Point.

The chief means of communication are by land; but the
rivers and creeks are navigahle,nsarly to their heads,by small
eraft,

AllL the ecountv roads South of thae Gunpowdsr River are keot



in excellent condition, and are made of oyster shells; even

many private roads are of this material.. The Eastern Avenue
Road extends from Baltimore to Chase, which is near the Gunpow-
def River; all other roads branch from this 5%33;. On Gunpow-
der Neck the roads are of earth, and are poor in wet weather; bhhe
grades are vary light, except 1n a few instances,

The only rallroad of importance is the P,W. & B. Branch
of the penna. R.R., which,as mentioned hefore, 1is the inland
limit of the sheats; oxcept at the head of Back River, whers
the B. & O, R.R, is shown for a short distance. A gingla track
railroad runs from Sparvow's Point to Baltimore.

An electr;c 1159 funs nearly the whole length of the Eas~-
tern Ave. road, ending at Middle River. Another extends from
RBaltimore -to Dundalk,

The rivers and creeks, spoken of before, have very little
traffie, this being chiefly-the farm praoducts, which are taken
to Baltimore, They are used soﬁewhat by small fishing boéts,

The streams running into the Rivers and Creeks are very
small and thes water is all brackish, However, near the head of
tidewater, it may he drink without cansing sickne;s.

There are rallroad bridges over the Gunpowder, Bush, and
Back Rivers, on the Penna. R.R,, which are kept in good condi-
tion; as is also the case with the hridge over Bear C}eek,
anoroaching Sparrow'!s Point, ‘There are vary few bridges dn the
country roads, and they are kept 1in excellent condition,

Cwing to most of the country being used for trucking, and

not for farm purposes, fences are not needed to any extent, and
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are consequently not numerous; they are mostly of wood or wire.

On all ths streams there are numerous small fishiné and
pleasnure resorts, called "Shﬁres“; these are patronized by
neople from Baltimore. On the Bush and Gunnowder Rivers there r
are some large einhcohdéuses, which are the headgquarters for seme
vary wealthy gunning clubs during the season for shooting dueks
and geese,

The sheefs are a Te-survey. Many changes are found in the
topographical features; Contours are run at intervals of 20
faet slevation, The main roads have changed bhut little, except
to he straightenedrin places, A good many of the old branch
roads have heen abandoned and new ones have taken their places,
Most .of the counfg has incresased in population, Jjudging from
the greater numher of houses and fams, There isggimarked
inersasé 1n:wealth%c;1th_

Very faw new némes wers found to exist; the o0ld ones
are heing retained by the #nhabitants. The féw changes noted
seem to he apparently permanent.

Respectfully submitted, .

Ald C, & G. Survey, Chief of Party,



