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,The several triangulation points of the old survey on the shores of the
ﬁiittle Choptank E.have been destroyed by the passing away of the snores.

-@hother consideration is,that the manner in which the old shore line work |
AT

wh

?be noted that relates to the manner in which the comgaritive lines of the?
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I forward herewith a roll containing seven sectional sheets of the ]

resurbey of the -Little Choptank FKiwer and branches .The delineations of.

-

the old work and the new are placed so as to make a comparison of tne re; 3
sults obtained vty tne two surveys,one at the beginning and the other at tb€
end of a half century.easy. In masing tne comparison several consideratidﬁ;
must be Bilowed witu reference to tne orizinal survey.Cne is that no éom;¥§

mon points exist,for while an occasional wincmill or house is found on the!

old sheets and appear on the new,there i3 no evidence of careful determi--f

nation of such objects. If the triangulation point at Meekins' Neck is 1-f

dentical with that of the f{irst survey it is the éqle evception I believé.ﬁ
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q §$¢éne could not vroduce falr comparative results.And still another muSE?
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two surveys were placed in juxtaposition.The old sheets ¢l the survey of

1&45.50 had become very much brokeh and distorisd im the passing yezrs and
£rom these bromide prints had been prepared uron which new projections I[raa
recent data had been rlaced.lt was noti the best plan wherawith to secure
satizfactory comparative results.It would have been better to have sent the
original sheetéﬁilapidated as they were for then sach area bounded by its
co-ordinatss could have heen directly adjusted to the correspondig areas
upon the new ghests.s - . In;tedd 6f this howevgr,adjustments from the hro-
mide copies had te be applied and therefore the added distortion of thQs?_,
coplies must be considered.

It was purposed to place on these revision shests the entire work of the
interio: survey but time has not so permitted.

Enough is shown nowever in these revisions,unsatisfactory and faulty as
they necessarily are in view of the consideratiosz above mentioned,to 1ead
to the conclusion that the best possible surveys or resurveys should be
made ¢f the sﬁores of the rapidly changing configuration of the Chesapeake
Lay ang its trivcuetaries and as wel}all the shores of Goast and Fiver,ihe
formation of which makés them liable to continual change. In my own work

|y |
I endegavor to reach the best possible ;esult s0 that in any future survey
‘assurance may be felt that a good kbasis for comparison and determination o

. changes may be reached.

v/gescriptive reports af the three sheets of the survey of the Little



Thoptank River(1SCl)accompany this report.

Eespactfully submitted




Descriptive Report

Little Choptank F.and Eranches.
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Sheet l-TaylmuifndﬁlaugnE?rCfffE{

The characteristic features of the area covered by
this sheet is that of 2 low lying island rising no where higher
ihan eight feet above mean high water.iuch of the island isAsub;
Ject to overflow during abnormal tides and ‘the land has been
"salted up’to the degree that but little beside salt water bushes

now grows upen it. The formation is clsarly drift.Extensive nar-
shes border Slaughter Creek.¥here marshes do not exist the ero;
sion of shores is marked and the material being clay of varying
tenacity much of it dissolves and passes into the Pay and thence
to the sea.The marshes as a rule maintain a greater resistance
to the action of wind and water nence the configuration of -the
shores show but little uniformity of erosion in passing years, -
even when similarly exposed. The maximum rate of erosion may be
placed at ten metres per year.Thibs rate is arrived at throvgh com
parison of the resurvey with the original,the interval betweenﬁLk
ing about [ifty years.Naturally this rate must be increasing.
There are no evidences either of emefgenoe or subsidence,but

the elevation of the lands "salted up”iswifhoutfdoubf decreasing.
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Descriptive Réport

Little Choptabk Riand Brafiches”

The characteristiqs of the country covered by this sheet are in
a large degree similar f¢ those ménfioned in report for Sheet 1.The
degree of erosion shewn by comparison of surveys reaches its maximum
at James [.and between Cyster Bay and Slaughter Cresk.The areas of mar%
es is small excevting upor the margin ofCreeks near the lower part of
the River.

The pepulation has increased considerably in fifty years and there
are a few industries beside farming and oysteringin the vicinity of tne
Postofflices of which there are five on the peninsular between tne Little
Choptank and the Choptank as against one [ifiy vears ago.

In all other matters the report for Sheet ! will apply to that

above considered.




Descriptive Peport

Little Choptank-Fiver and-Lranches. -
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The general formation and characteristics ef the country delinea-
ated updn this sheet.are similar to thoseof.the eastern portion of Sheet
No. 2,%ith the exception of a peculiar geological feature existing a short
" distance above the mouth of Lloyds Creek.It {3z 2 narrow area or tand ofl
small boulders,cebbles and gravel with occasional ledges of conglomerate
and deposits of shell marl.This has been called an'"ancient beach”and it
runs in a tolerably direct line in a northerly and southerly direction,
appearing on the Miles TFiver below Deep Water FPoint and the Wye River a-
beve the entrance of what is called uponthe old chapi Front Wyejcrossing
the west end of Wye.lsland.lt doubtless may be found crossing the Choptank
the Third Haven,the Chestier and other Rivers of the Fastern Shore of Hary-
land.

An examination of the sectional sheets accompanying these descriptions
showing a comparison of the %&e resurvey with the original o? 1845;55,will
show an increase of water areas at all points excepting those that are
wetl protected from the erosive action of wind and water.Excepting at the
heads of small c¢reebs there are no increases of marsh areas,
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