i
!
Bepartment of Gommerre and Labor |
COAST AND GEQDETIC SURVEY l,,f“ .
NN 7y ot . Ayrany o
Superintendent. R

Y
State Lﬂ/(jﬂﬁm

i A Sheet X0.RT5T

DESCRIPTIVE REPORT.

LOCALITY:

190/ ‘

CHIEF OF PARTY:

e I g_,,_,:_-.i,éf j,é&aféém_,m.

’?:4"



‘ OGCDEN PASSAGE. o

CHICHAGOF ISLAND, 3.E. ALASKA. 1896.-- - -
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Ogden Passage (named after Herbert G. Ozden, iate
Assistant, Coasi & Geodsetic Sﬁrvey) ig the rassage extending
in a northwesterly direotidn'from the western ends of Crook
Channel and Mills Pass. _?or the first'two milea it varies
from 1 to-l—lff miles in width, -and its sou+nern and western
shore is formed by a chain of iow timbered islands through
which ithere are numerous smaii channels, giving oeccasional
glimrses of the gea.

The northwestern shore ié formed by the mainland of Chichagof

Island and nuderous small isiands lving eiose along shore, all
bold, rocky and heavily timbered.

About three mileé ahove ithe Southeasiern entrance, itne ragsage
narrows down to a width‘of about'l/é of a miles and extends in

a nortnerly direction for about a mils; then turns sharply'to

the northeast and widens out to 1—;}8 miles 1in an =2asterly and

westorly direction and about 3/4 of a mile north and south.

|

here gre geverszl ginaill iglands in this broad rortion.

After crosgimg,;his“bight, the ehannel narrows to less than
1/4 of a mile, turns again to the norkhward £or about, 3/4 of
a mile where it divides, the western arm narrowing down into .
a cnannel aboui 100 yards in widih leading to Portlock Harbor.

The eastern arm ovpens into a fine bay and anchorage which we

oo -
named Hirst Cove after a merchsnt in Sitka., There is a miningf}‘ '
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0gden Passage (2)

camp at the head of this cove.

A nmid-echannel course ur this passage ig‘dqep-and free of all
dangere exceyt at itg héad between Dzﬂyy and Pitz Iglands
witere there ig a roek in mid-channel Whlch bares at iow water
but by favoring the shofe of Fitez Island deen wat Wi;l‘be
found and the danger“avoided

Snale Rock is a bwrn “OCKY iedge, about 1% feet nigh

and formg the alvidlng rolnt between the two entrances named
Crook Channel and Mills Pass from‘Knaz_Bay into Ogden Passage.
The clear water of crodkwchannel is between Shaie Island and
a grour of bare rocky ledges iC to 15 féét ﬁigh, baginning
1/8 mile southwsst of Shale Rock anﬁ extending soutil across
the channel in a_bresoeny ahaped ledge wilh deep watey and

sunken rocks between nmarked by Keln.

Veiri Point is 7/8 of a mile ¥ N ¥ from Shale Rock, and

aprears as a black roeky double ledffe making oui from the
southern voint of & small wooded island ol?¥ the norith shore
of Ogden Pasgage. The roeck is seamed with numerousg small

veing of guarte.

Triv Point 1is a ToGky 1edge”6n s§ée island about 200
vards west of Vein Point and‘wa5~ﬁsed for é trigngulation
station seeing to Frog Rock.

Frog Roeck is a steed grass'topped rock about 25 feei
high, one mile N.W. from Trin Point and 2 miles from Shale
Rock and about 1/8 of a mile off the north shore of Ogden

Passage. Looking northwegsft from Trin Point it shows ag hhe
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the outarmesi ol 4 gmall grour of islets and makes a pood

.
I’z

1andmark-fromﬂirs.dharacteristic7shapeﬁ

Indian Setilement 0On the northeast shore. hatwaan Trir Point

and Frog Reeck in a small cove are a rmmper of Indlan shacks
and soms graves, whlch from thﬁiv substanJ_al anregrarnce
are no doubt used for Winiter hﬂhl aflons They ware not

LY

occuried ai the time wa were there.

Drip Point  in the lqﬁ £imbered‘foint on the west end
of a small wooded island aﬁput v /8 of & mile N.¥. from Frog
Rock and 3 milea fromIShale Rock, anq forms the eastern entrance
noint to the nﬁfrow Tart of Ogden Passage leading northward.

Barnacie Rock  is a martly sunken ledge, 1lving close

to the west ghore of Ogden Passage, ornesite Trin Point and
ahout 1/4 of amila W x § from it, Two detaciied noints of
tiis iedge are about a’feeﬁ Qbov, “_gu ra+9r, the larger one
naving a few tufts of- grass g owing in the crevises on tobn.
This rock makes the western eﬁtrance roint to the narrow rartg
of Dgden Passage, leading Northward. A Xeln natenh about 100
yards cff-ghore and the same distance- 5.5 from Barnacle Rock
marks a‘sunken-rock-wjth“about'l fathqm over it.

A

Snire Rock 1s a small flat torped grass covered vock

10 feet nigh, part of a long sunken ledge, 1ving off the
) e flukKest

- ad . (9 eyt s
entrance tc a long narrow channel to the westward. It is f%tﬁﬁg
about 1-1/4 riles S x E from Drlp Point and 2 miles W x ¥ from
Shale Rock. A small pinnzcle rock lies about 1/4 mile E.S5.%E.

frowm Snire Rock and bares at half tide.
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Bluff Point 1is a high rooky cliff about 7/€ of a mile
N.N.¥. from Drip Point on the west ghore of Ogden Passage and
makes the N.W. eﬁtrancé'point 35 the narrow channel. An Indian
hut in a small bight about. 30 vards 3.W. from tne clifﬂ will
help to identify Bluff Point;' |

mhe channeiubétweén Brip Point and Bluff Point is clear
tut narrow naving an average width of 3/16 of a mile, then
widening'out intoza bavy extending about one mile cast to thne
Fooi of Doolthk Mountain and‘haVing antaverage width of st
of a mile, A numher of steep wooded islands iic close to the
soutil shore bf this bay whidh ig indented by several suall
coves, the most easterly'bne having a fair anchorage Tor small.
eraft in 3 fathoms watér, soft bottom, but has a narrow crooked
entrance.

Duck Island is a small wooded island showing in the

nmiddle of Ggden Passage looking North from mid-channel off

Drip Point and is about 1/4 of a mile North from Bluff Point.

Steep Peland 1s a small rounded island, timbered, 3}8 of
A mile ¥.B. x W.:from Bluff Point. The eagt and soutnh shores
are smooth and sieep; with deer water close in %o shore.

The eclear channel is on the soutneast side of Steen Island.

Hoot Point 1is a bare rocky wmoint about 7/8 of a nile

‘\\

N.N.E. from Bluff Point and forma the southwest entrance noint
to the second narrow channel of Ogden Passage. A small rocky

wooded island lies about 80 vards west of the noint.
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Hell Point is. a steer Tounding bluff about 25 feet high
with a high detached block of stoné about:s-féet from the
bluff and direciif oypOSite.Hoot Point. } It forms the south-
east entrance point ﬂﬁ”the ﬁérrow'channéi. The water is deen.
cloge in to the rpoint. E |

The Bassage northward from here is gquite narrow heing
only 1/8 of a mile at Hopt:Point, widening toward Dippy Islangd
7/8 of a mile North which is a small wooded island dividing
0gden Passage which here{turhs Bhéfplv %0 the westward with a
channel‘oﬁ eithe: gide of the‘isiand;

Fitz Island 1is 1/8 of a'mile é#st of Dippy Island in

the entrance to Hirst Cove and forms its southeast entrance
point. It lies close the Fast shore of Ogden Passage and at
extreme low water is'connected.by 7 gravel flat.

Mid-channel Rock~— A rock whieh bares 2 feet at low

water is in mid-channel betweén Dippv Island and Fitz Island.
There 1s deep water on either sgide of the rock but the east
channel close to Fitz Island is the better one.

Hirsf Cove is a fair-sized landlocked bay extending east

from Fitz Island for a distance of abbut 1[2 mile to the foot
of Doolthk Mt. and has a width of about 1/4 of a mile.

The camp of the Hirst Mine is'located on the east shore of

the cove. A sand and gravei flat makes out from this shore
for a distance of about 100 vards, but there is a good anchors

age in from 7 to ¢ fgthoms of water with soft gticky bottom

from 300 to 400 yvards off the campn.
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Looking west from Hirst Camp thé,nérrd% channel to Port—
lock Harbor shows clear fdr a distance of 2 miles.
The Passage to Portioék Harbor on ﬁh@'north.side of Dirpy
Island is about i/4 of a mile wide to Shoot Point a distance .
of 3/4 of a‘milelwest, where it narrows again %o a width~of
about 150 vards. The rassage on the séuth side of Diprny
Island is between BOOland %00 vards wide. A small gravel
flat makes ouﬁ from the shore about 200 yards to the westward
of Fox Point for about 50 ?afds;intg ¢he channel. .
A shoal spot with 2-1/2 fathoms, rocky bottom, is about 100
vards west of Diﬁby island and about 40 yards 3.E. from the
small island west of Dirpy Island. The N.W. point of this
small island has a Tocky ledge extending about 20 yards off-

ghore.



