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General Desceription

The islands of this group are situated in the northwest, part of
Panama Bay about ten miles scouth of Balboé. The group comprises Taboga, Tobo-
guilla, Urava, Chame and Melones, All except Melones are high and hilly. The
most prominent point is the top of Taboga Islend, 1000 feet high and the next ..
is the peak of Toboguilla Island which is nearer to the course of passing';team-
ers,
Taboga Island is about two miles long and its greatest width is
a mile and a half, A cove on eech side divides it roughly into two parts, the
southeastern part being about half as large as the oiher. The smaller part rises
to a ridge 665 feet high, The northern slope of this part is nearly bare of
trees and shrubbery, but the south and east sides are wood;d. There are only
three or four houses on this part ¢f the island, The town of Taboge is situat-
ed on the northeast side of the larger part of the island, Iﬁ the lower part
of the town are 2 few substantial houses, some of which extend out over the water,
These are shown on the sheet, Higher up the hill are & good many grass houses
placed without order or system, There are no recognizable streets in this part
of the: town and on account of their temporary éhapacter it was deemed impractic-
able to locate each of them on the sheet, They number 2bout a hundred and
sixty, Half a mile further along the shore is a flat. point 2 few acres in ex-
tent, There are several houses on it as shown, Just off this point is a smell
island, Morro of Taboge, which at half tide is connected with the larger islamd
by a sand bar, The watering station of the pacific Steam Nav, Co., is on this

Morre, Water is brought in pipes from a well in the hills in the north part of
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Taboga 2long the beach and bar to tanks, Helf wey from the town to Morro is the
watering place of the pacific MNail 5. 5. Co, Water is piped from springs in the
hills down to tanks on the shore, The Sanitarium of the Isthmian Canal Com-
mission is on ths shore midway betw§en the town and the cove to the east, From
Morro to the cove the beach is about thirty or forty meters wide. About half of
this beach is rocky. Generally, the rest of the shore line is rocky and steep,

The inhabitants of the Island number about 1500, They raise some pine-
apples (Area on the hills enclosed by lines are cultivated) and a few other
fruits, Some of the pecple are fishermen, Altogether their means of livelihood
seeém$ rather meager,

Toboguilla Island rises to & central peak at a height of 610 feet,
It is wooded, Along the northwest side are about half a dozen houses, The
shore here is low, the beach sandy and wide, A short reef extends out from
the north point of the island, The east side is rocky., At the southeast part
of the island are two large rocks., The nearer one only a few meters from the
the shore, the outer rock nearly £ouching the inner one, The south side rises
boldly from the water from 2 depth of several fathoms, There are three small
islands at the southwest point, the inner two being connected by a ledge with
with Toboguilla at low tide, The cuter two are also joined at this stage af
tide, Helf a mile zouth of the island is PFarallon Rock, a bare white rock
with a well marked projection on top, It is 65 feet high,

Except on its southwest side Urava Island rises evenly to a pesak

608 feet high; this side is vertical for about half the distance to the sum-

mit. The most note worthy feature of the island is the point running out to
the southward., 4 wide rocky ledge extends out all around from this point,
At high tide it is covered.

Terapa Island is a small rock south of Urava,

The channel between Urava and Taboga is rocky and has comparitively
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strong tidal currents,

Chame Island is & small rocky ridge, uncultivated and uninhab-
ited, Its sides are steep and the shore line rough and rocky.

Melones Island is low and even on top. It is about 80 feet high
at the south end, The south, east and north sides end in a bluff, but on the
west the land slopes down to high water, Here is found & short sand beach,
This is the best landing place, Except on the south side, & rocky ledge runs
around the island, It is widest at the north end, The island is fertile,
There are a good many coccanuts and banenas on it and part of it has been
cultivated, but now most of it is covered only by tall grass about seven feet
high., There is one vacant shack on the west side., No water was found on
the island, There is & light on a pole at the southeast point near the tri-
angulation station,

Vallodolid Rock is & barren precipitous rock about 80 feet high

and about 200 meters 1ong.in a N, E, and S, W, difectiOn. Its southwestern
point is lower and slightly separated from the main rock,

ANCHORAGE

There is good anchorage in the bight of Taboge Island off the
town, Small boats can find very good shelter from the prevailing north

winds behind the sand bar and Norro of Taboga,

DANGERS

Melones Rock, north of Melones Island and another rock about
midway between the east sides of QJrava and Toboguille were located by hy-

drographic parties,



METHOD OF SURVEY

On beginning the survey a blank sheet was used s no triangulation
positions necessary for crienting were then available, A plane table base
was run from © Drag east along the north shore of Taboga to the cove about
one statute mile, Cuts were taken on all signals in sight by plane table
triangulation, signals were located on Toboguilla and Urava, Plene table
traverse was carried to the eastward around Tabega to ¢ Out 2 &nd around
each side of Urava from (© Brace to its south point, fThe traverse around
Taboga with cuts from two independent traverse around Urava gave a good de-
termination of (O Ledge, a whitewashed rock, the highest on an off lying ledge,
Traverse from ¢)Drag around the west side of the island failed by 35 meters
(1: 20 000 scale} to check with other traverse, After triangulation was done,
signals A\ Look and 4 Two were computed, With & Drag as a center, west
shore line from & Drag to Out 2 was swung to fit A Two, A Look and & theod-
olite cut on ¢’Tree from - Melones, The few remaining meters of error in
azimuth were corrected by swinging the south shore line with Ledge as cen=

ter to fit ¢ Out 2, The distance was unchanged,

A Melones Light having been determined by triangulation, its pos-
ition was plotted on the sheet by distances., The island was run in by tra-
verse,

Traverse around each side of Toboguilla from s\ Scorpion failed
to meet at ®Cat by seven meters, This error was not adjusted, but when
positions ofA Scorpion and ¢’ Bog were computed it showed an error of a few
meters, probably due to sharp intersections from plane table base, Whole
island was shifted to agree with triangulation. In the same way Chame Id,

was run in by traverse,

Contour intervalds is twenty feet. They are sketched in from

cuts and elevations determined from neighboring islands,
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