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Descriptive Report to acerpany Topographic Sheet #
This sheet is & topographic survey ,on 1 to 20,000 scale,of

Tniskin Bay,an arm of Cook Inlet; starting to wesiward at toimt
where 1208 survey of Iliamna Ray stopped and going to eastward
to west entrance of (il Bay from which point the 40 000 sheet
continues to o Slant,on west shore of Cock Inlst about two milies
south of southern entrance to Chinitnq ngﬁt,the point where the
1911 surfey stopyped. Thé control is tertiary triangulation in
Inigkin Bay and a few signals in the main scheme for the seascons
work. This survey was started on a blank sheet,no data being
available at the tdme for making a projection.LoQal triangulation
vias done in June and the triangulation stations nlotied on the
sheet by distances.

The coast lins from 01l Bay to Iniskin Rey is rocky and rugged,
varying from almost perpendicular to the general sleps of Mt,
Fomaro¥.Small sﬁgngle beaches occur in the heads of most of the

"1
indentations iq the coast line,but at high water the majority of
these cover,leé;ing‘a rock bound shore throughout., At low water,
the strstch &t head of bight between eBcb and eJans has a sand
beach extending off about BO meters and is about Zmile long.

The shore line of Iniskin Bay ig different on.the west shore
fror that on the east shore,the hills on the east shore ur to
Right Arm bveing the result of upheaval,the formation consisting
of boulders and conglomerate strata,the boulders being of con-
glomerate. The west shore is volcanic in formafion and shows
traces of glacial erosion,this being more aprarent around4 Knoll

-

which is situated on a rounded knoll peculiar to glacial action

-

Imbedded in the congleomsrats are shell fish of various kinds,
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the mussel shells being soild sandstone when pried out o¢f the

o 1 . .
rock. On the west shore,beginning about 2z miles in from the enz-

rance of bay, an extensive mud flat mekes out,the offshore end
following the course of the deepest channel in the bay. In the

uopsr part of the bay the flat is grass covered and traversed

“ by a number of sloughs,many of which dry at low water.

The flat has numerous groups of boulders resting in the mud

and varving in height frcm 1 frot to six feet. The largest group

is atAEBoulder tut scattersd bouldsrs occur all aliong this shors
the more prominent ones being lecated by & rod reading and nearby
ones sketched. Some of them are coversd at high water ,others

cleser to the shore ,do not c¢over., The flat was composad of a2

Tayad 17a
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grayish brown mud with no vegatation cn ths lower rart

r

upper end was grass covered,the muddy water leaving a coating

of mud on the grasaérowing helow higher high water line. The
high water line was not very distinctive in the northern part of
the hay just before reaching the river.

Cn the east shore ,ths flat begins in bight %miie south of 4
South Base but is not as wide as the west shore flat. It differs
also in the fact that below Right Arm there are ne boulders, the
only rock formation being low reefs sextending above thé levsl of
the mud nct more than 2 feet, To the northward of Right Arm the
Tormation is similar to that on tha west shore. Cn the upper part
of the flat near the river are grass covered hwmmccks about 18!'!
diameter and 6" high.They resemble boulders but are nothing but-gnm

grass clinging to a small stone .I did not locate any of them on

the sheet,for they ars bare most of the time scovering only on. the

highest waters.
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Tha sky line on the two sides of the bay is very different
in the southern part,the east shore being low with ths exception
of Mt.Pomeroy. ¥t.Pomeroy is the result of ﬁpheaval and has an
even slope from the outside shore and then falls off sharply
inshore,being a succession edf of bluffs some of which are
almest perpendicular near the top,while lowsr dovn the slore ic
cven but more steep than the outside. To the rorthward »f KNt.
Pomeroy 1g a succession of low hills,alder znd fir covered.
To the northward-of Right Arm the glacial knells are again met
with and farther back,the volecenic formation in Mt.FEleanor and
Ht.Poscoe., Mt,REleanor has a wel' defined peak and then falls
off graduallg except for a number of ridges which gives the
peak & scalloped appearance. Nt.,Roscoe is very similar to Mt.
‘Eleanor but has a reddish colored sub peak to the esastward of H
¥t.Tleanor is the highest peak in the bav. Nt,Ilismna is visible
to the northward on clezr days.

The skyline on the west shore is very japged,all the peaks
being distinctive . The 1200 ft, divide about 2 miles in from
gntrance is also distinctive., Sugarloaf has a pyramidal apprear-
ance from the southward ,having an even slope,ktut when abreast
¢f it two peaks show.

To the northeast of Right Arm is a range of hills,one end
being shown on sheet,which appears as a-succession-of'teat shaped
peaks gradually getting higher and probably rsaching to Chinitna
Bay. They are alder covered throughout with a scattering of
Fir in the valley'which leads to Chinitna Bay.The slopes aypear
regular and all the peaks are distinctive..

A peak sgimilar to Rugarlcaf is situated in the head of the

valley of the river and the river has¢itssource somewhere in—this
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in this vicinity but on which side of this peak I did not deter-
mine because the river becomss too shallow to float the cutter at
low mater Lz2yond the 1imits oI the swvey.

The islanda in this vicinity are nearly all along the south
ccast and the entrance to the bay,excepting two small islands in
the upper nart of the bay,situated on the mud flat at half tide
about one mils belew o Fir, They are rectangular in appearance
with perpendicular sides. The division betwasn the two i3 not more
than 8 to 10 meters wide so that it lcoks like one island from
most directions, They are 20 feet high ,flat topped and grass
covered,

About one mile N.E. of signal Point there is a group of five
small islagds yhardly large enough to call islands,not bei ng over
10 meters in diameter., They ars close inshors ,mushroom shaped
and grass coversd. The mushroom shape is dus to sea action on the
bagss of the islands,the formation being conglomerate and vielding
easily to the action of the sgea.

In the center of the entrance to the bhay is a group of five
rocks or islands called the "yushrooms" . They are not sc much
mustroom shaped as the aforementibned rocks but are far more prom-
inent. They are irregular in shape,but heing composed of conglomer-
ate ,the sgez sction has srodad the base so that they are larger
in cross section at the top tham at the botiom. They are arass
covered and all about 15 feet high. This is an estimated height
from st ups at tﬁe base of a number of them. A similar mushroom

is located about a quarts

=

mils W.E. of Sceott Island,the largest
one &t the entrance of the bay.
,5cont Islend lies at the entrancs to the bay and closer th

Namreo! ;6] r‘/;/'ﬁ-/aar/y a#der Lrarete Explarer



astern shorse. It is anproxinately round in shape ,flat top-
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g5 covered on the western part and fir covsred on the eastem
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ne is ¢liff formation on the north with a sirip of
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shinglee bheach at low water,whils the remaindsr is sloping,rocky

-

and irr ha formation is conpglomerate, On the southwest side

@

gulsr,
are three mushroom rocks connected at & low water but independent
at high water The height is <& feet ah the grass covered portion
while the trees are not cover 40 feetl high.

# Vert Island is a small island ¥ mils south of Scoti Island.
It is irregular in shape,one diameter being about twicw the cther.
The inshore{northern) side is cliff formation whidle the scuthern
side is brolken,rocky shore line with a slope of avcout 1--4.
It is flat topped,grass covered and 30 feet high.At low water 2
conglomerate rock in two sections,vare 4 fest at high tides,is con-
nected with this island. This rock is about 200 metsrs to the
eagtward,

Iniskin Y¢land lies about 1 mile south of esast tangent to
entrance to Iniskir Fay. It is 250 meters long and hall as wide,
rectangular in shaye,grass covered and flat topped. The northern

1

shores is a peryvendicular c¢liff with a small,rocky beach at low water

-

closs inshore which wmakes landing tresacherous in a slight swell

and imposczible in a heavy gea, The skvline from the southward is
rractically a stzaight line but from the easiwerd it is sloping
irem inshore to outside, being 50 fest high on the out inshore sids
and about & faet above high water on the outsids. The grass is

© feet high in most places &nd the surface of the island is rocky

22, loose rocks making hard going te the top

* Named by Fhis party Sreep -('/"renclg



Pomersy Island lies 1} milss to westward of 0il Fay,and one

s : ; 1.
mile off shore. It is irregular in shaps,imile long and cheous

half as wide, It 1s grass covered throughout except for a group

of Fir tress at the western extezmnity. The eastern end and for

or

2C0 meters is 50 feet high from whence it slopss to 10 feet at

o

1

ot

wooded 2nd , The northerrn side is steep cliffat eastern end

&

but the western end is similar to'the southern shore which is three
exposed part and resemblss the Cuitside shore of Iniskin Tsland,
although the reef at low water extends off shore farther ,baring
about 60 meters .,

Landing placss on the outside coast ars few and poor and
should not Le attempted in bad weather. In Ingiskin Bay,landing
may bes made anywhsre but ,if landing on the sﬂore whaere there is
& mud flat,land on the high water and then take the boat of@énto
the stream for the flat hares rapidiy after the tide tegins to sbb.

W&tering pleces are cormmon for small boats,but for vessels
that cannot leave the deepest channel,the best waferjng nlace is
the small fall bstween o Areh and o Pin, just northward of Xnoil Pt.
Ths siream has a dry weather flow of 100 gals. per minuée. It is
fed b¥- from & small pond tack of knoll to the southward,which in
turn 1s supplied by one strsaﬁ in dry weather and innumerable ones
in reiny weather, A Whaleﬁoat can be placed uvnder the fall at any
stage of the tide except {ihe L.L.W. when a V shaped trough sbout
20 fset long is necessary to carry the water to the boat.

There are & number of cabins scattsred throughout the bayjzin
all probability buiit during the days of the oil éxcitement in this
vicinity. They ars no longer in good condition with the exception

of the one near the creek at the southern end of Sugarloaf Teak,
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and it was evidently a laboratory of sowe kind from the glassware
and tubing still there.

There is & waghbn trail-still in fair conditicn from the creek
Just south of 4 South Basé to the camp of the 0il company in 0il
Bay. It fcllowg the creek to the divide,a height of sbout 300 feet
and then winds around the hill ‘and over the grass covered flat at
the head of Cil Ray. The corduroy work over cresk and small gullies
hag fallen into decay and the alder Las encroachéd somewhat on the
roadway,but in the main the trail is easy to follow and would not
be difficult to replace to its former condition.

An o0ld scow,s8till in fair condition,is on the-beaﬂh in the
small bight where the camn was pitched,about % rile north of aNorth
Bage. There was an old Baunch there all summer,the engine of which
ig in the store house in 0il Bay,but a party from Seldovia made off
with it.in latter part of August.

Iniskin River enters the bay in the northern pert., It is 180
meters wide at the mouth and gradually narrows as vou proceed north.
It is winding flowing between grass covered banks and mud flats.

I+ is navigable for the lLaunch "Delta",drawing & Ifse',as fer as
the survey was carried,but not beyond., The tide comes as far as

end of survey,the water being slightly brackish on the flood tide
but fresk on the sbh., Numerous sloughs branch off,the largest cne
entering the valley at north end of Sugarloaf and it does not bare
&t low water, Most of the remaining sloughs have three or four feet
of water a3t low water,but are then not more than 3 or 4 feet wide,
but at high water are from 10 to 30 meters widea The mud flat in

tre northern part of the bay is coversd with besar tracks but I never

bezps

by ‘o en
saw any? The Flat off ALedge is the bresding place for s=a lions in

pogs ]

8grly suwmaer



The vegetétion in this vicinity is varishle,scattered groups
¢f fir,cottonwood alder and spruce,interspersed with underbrush
forming the characterisgic growth. Blueberry and salmorberry are
prevalent throughout the bay, The flat at ths head of the bay is
srase covered, The sheet shows the vegatation by the symkols given
in the general directions,

Tre points in the shore line on thé eest shore are conspicucus
Point at @ Feint is about 25 feet high,fir covered and has a shingk
beach to the southward. Peat point.the scuthern entrance to Right
Arm is flat,but at the end there is a conjcal mound of looss rock
and earth. There are no prominent points above Right Arm excent
roint near o Fir,which is 30 feet high , grass covered and has a
group of five fir trees near ifi. :

On the west shore,the knoll a® AKnoll has the appearance of a.
voint when entering the bay,but there ils very little change in the
shoreline. The shore here is an almost vertical cliff for 50 fast
and then a steep slope; The knoll is grass and alder coveroed,the
elders not oxtending above 1EQ ft.elevation.

Shore lins at.~Boulder is cliff to height of 100 fi.,alder
and fir covered. The two foregoing points form a range for entering

the bay to aveoid the shallow water ,



