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AULASKA PENINSULK, SHUMAGIN ISLANDS
SOUTH CCAST OP UNGA ISLAND?

3470
DESCRIPTIVE HEPORT TO ADCOMPANY TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET N,

Surveyed by the Steamer PATTERSON, August and September, 1514,
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GINERAL DESCRIPTICN, :

This sheet covers the south coamst &nd a portion of the west
cdast of Unga lsland. The ccast line is in general rugged,
being a succession of high, precipituous , rocky cliffs, The
interior of the island is largely a succession of ridges, peaks
and valleys - guite uneven and irregular topogrephy. A shallow
fresh water lake ot about two square miles area borders Acheredin
Bay, . The largest streem of the island empties into Acheredin
Bay about two miles to the wesiward of the leke.

QUTLYING DANGERS,

Three snd one half miles to the southward of Unga Cape are
the Sea Lion Rocks. This group of rockes stands out very promi-
nently as five of them are about 100 ft. in height and rise near-
ly vertically out of the water.  About one half mile to the norihe
east is a dangerous sunken rock. There is a large Sea Lion rook-
ery here. Xocks awash exiend 300 meters offshore from the second
point west of Unga Cape., L4 pinnacle rock about 50 £1, lies 700
meters to the southwest of the third point west of Unga Cape.
7C0 meters northwest of this pinnacle end 700 meters offshore im
8 dangerous rock awash. The pinnacle rock is in lat.55° 09’
35920 and long. 160° 38' 55914, A group of pinnsclea and rocks
extend 600 weters offshore to the eastward of Cape Acheredin in
lat, 55 OF' 30", the highest one ot which is 83 Ft, high. There
is also a large Sea Lion Rookery on these rocks. Ten miles to
the westward of Cape Acheredin is another group of rocks and pin-
nacles, the Kennoys, similar to the Sea Lion Rocks. The two
largest rocks are about 100 ft, in height. A small Hair Seal
rookery is on these rocks.

INSHORE DANGERS,

As indicated on the Sheet, there are many inshore rocks and
pinnacles fringing the shore line,  Acheredin Bay especially
has almost & continucus border of rocks awash. In latitude -

_55% Go' 43" and longitude 18C° 47* 17" is =& dangerous rock a-
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wash. it is a pinnacle just awash at low tide and there is
nothing to. indicate its presence as ordinarily the swell does
not break over it. It is 378 meters offshore on the east side
of Cape Acheredin. 1In nearly}ogxer instance kelp indicates
the presence of inshore dangers.

SHORE AND LANDING PLACES,

This coest is exposed to the southwest swell and on ac-
count of the many inshore dangers there are only a few places
where landings can be made in bad weather., In some placew
the shore is abrupt making a landing imposeible in any westher,
The first and third points to the westwara of Unga Cape are ab-
rupt. HMost of the remainder of the shore is a houvlder or
shingle beach. At the head of Acheredin Say there is about 3
miles of sand beach. The coast around the third bay to the
westward of Unga Cape is prominently colored reddish yellow.
The c¢liffs on the west side of the bay are light in color at
the base with a red summit. The eliffs on the east side of
the hay are yellow, due to sulphur depcsits. In fair weather
with- only a moderate swell a landing can be mede readily at the
head of Acheredin Bay at the fish station beside the lake and

-in the three buys to the westward of unga Cape. A landing can

be made in the second bay to the westward of Unga Cape when it
would be too rough to land in the before menticned places,

- The little bay on the east side of Uape Acheredin in latitude

55% 10' is the best landing place within the limits of this
sheet, in the usual southwest and northwest weather. In east-
erly weather it is sometimes rough here, but usually not ime
possible to-land, Weather conditions are usually unfavorable
for making landingson that portion of the west coast of iUnga
showmn on this sheet, although a boulder beach constitutes most
of the shore. The best places to land on this west coast are
in the bights in latitude 55% 03¢ 10* and in 55% 11' 20°.
BEFUGE AND ANCHORAGE,

There are no good anchorages within the limits of this
sheet, in fact in bed weather no anchorage on this coast should’
be considered unless it becomes absolutely imperative.to do so.
The second ard ‘third bays to the wesiward of Unga Cgpe furnish
t'air anchorages in northerly and easterly weather. ‘The small
bay on the east side of Uspe Acheredin in latitude 55% 10° is
the best and about the only anchorage in westerly weather,
Below the high tide liue there is a small gtretch of sand beach
here and us%fllzb h ”ggg%} ig moderate. ‘the stream connecting
the lake atAéﬁiéf%iﬁée with the sea is not large enough to ad-
mit a small boat. A dory can easily be placed on the lake,
carrying it over the narrow bar. It is possible to navigate
a mile or two up stream in a dory on the large stream at the
head of Acherein Bay.
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WOUD_AND WATER,

. Abundant drift-wood and water in small quantities can
be obtained in all the bays on the south coast of Unga.
Water in large quantities could be obtained from the two
lakes on the east side of Cape Acherein, if proper facilities
were provided. '
LANDMARKES -

Two very prominent landmarks occur on the south coast of
Unge, one on Unga Cape and the other on Acheredin Cape. The
main part of Jnga Uape ends in an abrupt bluff 855 ft. nigh.

A wall like slab of rock about 500 ft. high extends southward
from the high bluff and is connected to it by & low narrow bar.
This projecting slab of rock showsup very prominently in all di-
rections from north around to west. The main part of Acheredin
Cepe terminates in a knife like ridge running northeast and south-
west with e summit elevation of 1400 ft. Extending southwest-
ward from the ridge is a hump 500 ft. high which is connected to
the ridge by a low narrow bar. This huwp forms the point of the
Cape. There is a pinnacle 1900 ft. high on the south point of
the hump. On the east side of Acheredin Bay there is also a
prominent knife like ridge rumming northeast and southwest with

a summit elevation of 775 feet. 1t is very abrupt on the north-
west side. '

VEATHER, :

.~ Aa mentioned in the report on Andronica island, there are -
no prevailing winds and perhaps the strongest gales come from

the northwest or southeast. South and southwesi wirnds invaria-
bly briig fog and often rain, There was a great amount of tog
and ralu during August and the first halt of September, 1914,
In the season of 1914 the last snowfall observed was on June 12,
this was light and practiecally all snow had disappeared from the.
Shuwegiii islands by June 15th. The first snowfall observed on
Unga island in the autumn was on September 25th, which was very
ligh. Ko snowfall of consequence occurred in the Shumagin is-
lands up to Uctober 17th, although there had been heavy snow-
falls on the mainland near by during tone ¥irst weeks or Jetober,
NATURAL RESQURCES,

There is no wood growing on this island excepi alder. .
There is a geod growth of grass in the summer .and if forage could
be provided for the winier months, cattle raising might be suc=
cessfully pursued in thias region. in fact throughout the Shu-
magin group, ii some winter forage could be grown, or forapge for
the silo, the luxuriant growth of grass during the suumer meouths
could certainly be used to advantage ia catile raising. Angora
goats would perneps be well adapted for grazing on country of
this type. There 1s ¥4 objectivii to utiliziug eountry of this,
type for catile graziug due to the tact that ali ihe lowlands are




14

"j.ip

i

72410

very swempy and cattle might mire in the swamps, There is
occasional evidence of quicksand in the swamps, 43 & rule
there is very little vegetation asbove the thousand foot ele-
vation, There is quite a larpge run of szlmon into the lake
at the head of Acherein Bay., Both "Humpbacks" and Silver
Salmon come into this lake, the "Humphecks" being in the ma-
jority. A selmon Saltery wes in operation at this lake till
& recent law prohibiting the salting of salmon bellies only
mede the operation of the Saltery apparently unprofiteble, as
it is now idle. A superficial study of geology of the region
covered by this sheet does not indicate mineral wealth of im-
portence . Small quantities of low grade copper and nickel
ores are in evidence. One low grade sul}phur deposit was ob-
served. Gypsum in small quantities was also observed.
Ptarmigan are practically the only gzame birds on the island,
and they azre becomming comparatively scarce. Foxes are also
becoming scarce , cross and red foxes being the varieties found.
Trout in small quantities cen be obtained from the larger
streams. -

Respectfully submitted,

| Wiedirse & Fog—

APPROVED: Deck Officer, C.& G. Survey.

b [ Vil
'/ Assistant, C.& G.Survey,
v Commanding.

Rodiak, Alaska,
QOctober 26, 1914,
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.“3%58  popographic stations
68  signels located .

3_'5.0 statute miles shoreline

58.3 aquare statute miles area
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