- - —*'n- -n.-.:- L
e & g, &UF s

g;{'ﬂ\‘f j'-\"‘h . Py

L5 T
nova-1915 |
!
o T e e e L
5 ) v .. )

STt T T _‘J ' Form 504 i B I
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE .
1.5, COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY
' ;'
' State.:. (
11—5612 _
= DESCRIPTIVE REPORT. T
: X ‘ - - |
i T N %;?‘ Sheet No. x5 TS . -
| LOCALITY:
i
i
._-_.j ----------- A Bl - - T -
N | I )
‘ TR -
- | - ] o
o
_______ T | [N ISR
e .
. 187 L .
i
i - [l -
| _ CHIEF OF PARTY ~
- —— A . e —— .
S B e -
1 7 _ -
oo
1 L4 I T
“( o e, o '— o - -
< -
ke . - -
oy - b - - - - )
: ke - - - e
::.._. N h&r o _




t—

v

DESCRIPTIVE REPORT TO ACCOMPANY SHEST NO. %?5’ ‘
ENPRANCE TO POR?  GRAVINA

PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND , ALASKA ,

This shoot was executed in accordance with instructdions issued to
Assistant G, T. Rude March 24, 1615, | |

Owing to the fa’ct that the two shorelines on this shest are separated
soveral miles it was thought best to taks up first one side and then the
other, dividing the sheet into the North West Shore and the South BEast
Shore, in writing this report. |

Thg North West.. Shore of this sheet begins at Red Head and runs North
East, terminating aﬂ& the low, sandy, point on the south side of the entrance

to St. Matthew Bay, In approaching this shore from the south the first

landfall is the triangular range of mountains extending from Bort Fidalgo

" on the northwest to within a mile and a half of the shore of Port Gravina.

Thase mountains reach a maximum n_ight on this sheat of 1881 feet, They
aré wooded nearly to the summits,  One mile north east of this range

is a pange running north west and south east and havingd a maximum hight
on this sheet of 1808 feel, with a low pass on eithor aide,s It is wooded
clear to the top, Betwaen these mountains and the shorsline is a low
area |pproximata1& a mile wide coversd with tundra and small mdholes,
The only exception being the bluff called Red Head which is an isolated

- wooded, rounded, knoll 442 feet high.  This bluff sldpes easily to the

water, torminating in a rocky shoreline ten to twenty feet asbove high water,
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Desoriptive R_eport-(contimed)

It is a prominent landmark showing up distinctly from a distance of
fifteon miles or more,  Fram Red Head northeast the sl;ore is low
and coverad with ﬁ/g and sand of a ciark grayish color, It is
very sparsely woc;ded, the trees growing in small groupa.'
There are n 0 known outlying dangers 8o tide rips of any
consaquence along this shors,
The curreits are tidal and parallel ths shore,
In the late summer and early fall f.he mountain peaks in this
1ocgi'ity are frequantly‘ oiaécured by heavy mists and clouds.
A group of rocks that are bare at one quartsr flood, extends
about fou hundrod msters southeast from the first peoint norf:east
of Béd Iieu:z‘d..a A small rocky area is i;;atgd 400, northeast from
the narrow sand spi.t at the south side of the entrnace t.o St Matthew
Bay, which area is not located on this shest, vThese i-ocks are bare
at very low water and are isolated 'from the shore. Small 'boat.s
may safely go between them and t.ha neareat ahore by huggmg the shore.
There are three emall Btreams runm.ng into the Bay along this
shora, They drain shallow high water aloughs ’ which in turn dra:i.n
off the ra:.rrf‘all on the flat arsa between the mountains and the shore,
These slues never drain cnmpletely at low wat.ar but, with the exception
of the most: northerly ons , can only be entered at nearly high water
by amall flat bot tomad craft. The one Parthesat northeast, locally
known as Hell'a Hole, may bp antered at three guarter flood by small
bOat.s drawing three fost gf less, A basin or bay just inside the
mouth of this stirsam forms an excellent harbor for small boats that

can antsr but they could only enter or leave at times of favorable
tides and also they would be ashore at least a third of the time,
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- ghoreline in this 1ocality.
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Descriptive Report={Continued)

The bottom skoals gradually in approachlng this shore from the south
eastand large vessals may safely ancher anywhere along there auring the

supmer monthsu The bottom is sandy and the land forma a natural shelter

) +

fram
Hew any wind in the northnest quadrant,

+

The ontire northwest shoreline of tkis gheet north of the firdt point
rorth of Red Head is undoubtedly reced;pg due to wave actlon, The land
is aliuvial and offerp-littla resistance %o eroEiog; Tree gtumps found
telow thtazpresept Bigh waier line indicate the backward govement of the

The South East ghoreline of thls sheet bagins zt Point Cravmna snd
nung up Gravina Bay #ﬁ#&*ﬁ%ﬁﬁ# about six miles to a place where the
mountaing recede about half 8 m11e from the ehore for a short didtance.

The mounua¢ns gradually increase in h‘gbt from 500‘ at Gravmu Pcint to
2013! gt the ond cf tha shoreiine on tﬁis gsheet. There. are iwo ranges
runnlng up the pen*nﬂula formed by Pcrt Gravina and qhaer Bay, a range
following the shoreline closely on elt her gide and hav1ng & 1ow valley —
batreen them., On the lowair end cf tha pen*nsula the mountaina exe wonded
completely and ro nded but & few on tre upper end have rocky peaks and
patches of srow on them thruout, the summer. )
In general‘the chorsline is rocky with a %hale béach at low water.
A few coves, of which ;heré are eeveral, have smocih easy shores tut they

are not zufficlently surrounded by land to make them serviceable as hartors

sxcept from-gastequ winde and for emall craft enly.
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Descriptive Report={Continued)

The mecuntaine in most cases rise very near the phoreline and have =t~

ewmsci ghort valleys at Irsquent intervals rumning normal to the shore.

Wo dengerous tiderips were seen in this locality. Gravina Iskand
¥s a omall island lying about one mile northwest froem Gravina Foint and
about half z mile offshore,. It is coversd with small fir trees approxs
imately 30! high.. Gravina Rock is é small group of three principal racks
about a mile north of the first peint above Gravina Poiﬁt.

-The currdntg are tide) and run fair with the Eéégégi.

Gravina Island and Gravina Rock may be used for surveying purpeses
as fhey are distinctive and permanent. |

Uncovering rocks mey ve found at different places within about a hun=
dred meters of the ahorsline. Strangers should slew up at least thres
ﬁundred metfors of fehore whon attemptiﬁg a landing, About four kundred
meters nerthwest of the upper##& end cof the shoreline on thils sheet ias
a small group of rocke which appear to bs cdmpoged of verticel sirata.
They ars about five feet above high water.

The contours shown on this gheet ‘are cketched in by sstimation after
determining the highte of the summits by the usual mathod-with the plane
table alidade. . The contours on the range -of hills nearest Gravina Point
wers adjusted to agree with those shown on Criginael Topographic Sheet Ne.
3417 ag thse topographer szocuténg that shest was in a mors advantageous
rosition for getting the contours correctly. The topography is controlled
by trianguletion, using main scheme and secondary positions for crientation

ard checking up traverses:

HELL'S HOLE is the name assigned by local usage to tho slue tarthest

northeast on the northwest side of the sheet,



Recoverable Topographic Stations,

Name. Lat. Meters. Long. ieters. Description,
HOUSE  60°41 + 210 146° 26" +~ 13 West corner.
HID  60°41 + 1736 146°10 " +106 Inshors peek of small group of
) | o . o - rocks having vertical strata,
LIGHT 60 40 + 1109 146 12 + 389 Light colorsd boulder about

four feet in diameter.
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