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DESCRIPTIVE. REPORT to accompany Topographic Sheet
No. /4. , East Shore of Prince of Wales Island, Ratz Harbor

to Coffman Cove, S. E. Alaska.

SCALE, LOCALITY

The topography on this sheet is done on a 1 - 20,000
scale and s included between parallels 55°-51° W. and

56°-02’ N,, and between meridiams 132°-34 'W. and 132°-51 W,
The sheet includes 29.5 statute miles of shoreline,

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The portion of Prince of Wales Island included on
tis sheet consists of low hills leading up to the higher
hills and snow-capped mountains farther back from the shore.
it'forms the western boundary of Clarence Stralt. PFor a-
greater part of tne'cbaétline here'shown the hills are
in ranges paralleling the shore. The shore itself 1s quite
straight in its céntral part; with steep dark colored rocks
1eéding frém treelineho waters gdge; On the northern and

southern ends low valleys cut badk into the nills and ab

these pléces are bayé with rocky shores and in the case of

Coffman Cove with a rock-strewn area.
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'_typlcal of Sout eas=tern Alsska.
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FLORA 3nd FAUNA

The forests Whlch uover Pr1noe of Wales Island up '

'to an elevstlon of about 2 000 feot - ATe very thlok and

oons1st mainly of Snruce and Hemlock with a little cedar._jf

The undergrowth w1th1n them is heavy and At is rendered _
”:stlll*more dlffioult to travel thru by the nartially decay— "

-': ed trunks and branches ox fallen trees. Tnis forest 1s

Tne came observed consisted of deer bear and mlnk

Trout -and 1n spawnlng season salmon, 1nhab1t the streams.

' Snibe, several varleties of duck, geese and gulls are oom—

"-mon._and ravens,.crows blueaays and bald eagle( were often

SETTLEMENTS RESOURGES. GOMHERCE

: The works of man make no considerable part of the

1fsatures of this part of the island A few soattered shaaks,

notably one by the stream whioh enters Ratz Harbor and -

lone by Glear Greek, are all the buildlngs of any’ bermanence.-

¥

F1sh1ng 1s at present the main 1ndustry..mhe timber has
except‘ /;mro/ /91'7{5"7? WPE A SEacs,

' not ‘been touchea a8 retAbut willﬂeveﬁtually be used for

-,jwood pulp, being of’ low grade. This.s*retch of ooast is .

¢

'fortunate in hav1ng two. harbors of ~ood 91ve, elther one

f whlch maf attract settlers in the future. Nearlv all



of the commerce 1n that 1at1tuoe pasees near the harbors

at the preeent tqme. "_.
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— DETAILED DESCRIPTION AT 'é“";

) coffman GOVe Whloh forme

the northern 11m1t of the

eheet 1s formed by Coffman Ieland and the w1den1ng of the

mouth of a small stream Whioh

\.

enters 1t from the south

It is oharaoterized by & fairly olear southern part offer~

1ng a- good anchorage for small veesels,:and a northern

part fllled w1th a mass of rooks and reefe many of whioh .

re covered at high water making 1t hlghly dangerooe for

ehlps of any size Coffman Island 1e oval 1n general shape

end on the outside or northeastern shore 1s ragged with '

ofrshore 1slets and reefs.
ielete and reefe. Whlb ie the

strewn aree of. tne oove.,

3

The eouthern eide of the‘
Wlth grass toward the head of7

enters and ohanging to ooarse'

tne entranoe ie approaohed

[

Immedlately to the eouth

noteble for the extent of ite

of 3bout tqree hundred meterei

the eouthweet side are more

-side whloh bounde the ronk—

i
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oovqhae 1ow shores oovered

the bay Where the stream‘

&

gravel or boulder beaoh as

;of the oove is e amall bight

low water area a sand beaok

14

width South of this;point



about one mile begins a streteh of fairiy stralght shore
‘ . ur 2 RN n {i{h .i“' .-.;;_' R -

with a boulder beach about ono hund®ed meters wide. Afrer

5-‘ - e o i D o ro. e 2,

continuing for about two mlles rhés charaoter of shore

P A B PN T samat

gives way to a ragged shore with offlylng 1slets and reefs,
- A ‘r" et : N 1'“\zv

extendlng of+ shore a quarte“ of a mlle 1n one insﬁance.
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At A Luok the shore becomes steeper anél-less foul. A
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mile below lS a rodky islet ofP shore about uoo meterq

-a b . '14
. 1r' ~

and 1nshore from tnat the mouth of a stream Known as clear
Creek to the fishermen. This site has been preempted for

a fish traqbnd a shaok built. ﬁo fishing was 1in progress

”' -' ‘,.i Al

when the 1ocallty was surveyed, Fron a point about two
A -
.mllns from @x Luck ‘the shore extends southward for about

2 e

-flve mlles without deviatlng more than 200 metels from

.a straight line, a remark able oﬁroumstamcoﬁn thls country

of 1ava fhows and ragged shores.

At A Ratz begins the ohange in cha racter of the

i

.shore due to the aforementloned valley cuttlng pack into

RN

the nillb. Two remarkable 1ndentations ocour. The first,
. T
Ratz Harbor 1s formed by the widening of the mouth of a

F{,“;_

stream Wnich fmows down tho valley from tho wost It is
very alear of obqfruotions %nd is suitable for qnchorage.

The, entranoe 13 hardly visible from the strait, therefore

\4-L

has boon maraed Wlth a day mark bJ the Lightnouse Qervice.
- = . 'f’,‘: L] ‘ --. N
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that ow1ng te thc few signals 1ocated ‘and the distance '
across the stralt it was necessary 0 have the shoreline

run fairly close to the edge of the sheet thus exckuding
the areas whose contour would be en ald to nqv1gatmon.
Also, it Was found 1myracticable to ohtain contours froo“
-the shore as’ 1t was run because of the nearness of tal1-
trees to the table. Thue 1t st found uneconomlcal to at-
“tempt contour WorK on thls nrogeetlon. N " ..

The proaection was made and all qivnels plotted in ‘
_advance of the work Rod readings averqg d 500 meters for

the 1ongest readlng, for any ond station._Under favorable

tcondltions one reaoing of 1050 meters wms tahen.

oy -

NEW PLACE NAMES

(4) Well estsblished local name. . CLEAR CREEK:

TABLE Of STETISTICS

- gtatute miles of shoreline —’-“lr— = 29,5
Square statute miles - —.- - == 2 -3.5
'Recoverable p081t10ns 1ocated—'—'—"— none.

Respectfully submitted

Wby T

Aid C. &G.- Survey
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' TOPOGRAPHIC TITLE SHEET

The finished Topographic Sheet is tc be accompanied by the
following title sheet, Tilled in as completely as possible, when
the sheet 1s forwarded to the Office.

U. 8. Coast and Geodetic Burvey.
Register No. _____. ﬁ a..(r'fé: {‘:‘ f;}‘
State ALASKA .
Genersl locality .S. .E, ALASKA.
Tocality Fast .Shore of PRINCE of WALE.S-.ISL,AHD’
RATZ HARBOR to COFFMAN CO‘VE
Chief of party . John A. Daniels, Agsistant.
Surveyed by W. K. Doolittle, . Ald
Date of survey .May to.July., 1916 .
Scale . 1 = 20,000.
Helights in feet above !ean Sea Level .
Contour interval . . . . feet. 7
inked by W.. K..DoolittIettered by W, K. Doolittle
Records accompanying sheet (check those i:'or\rmideﬁd}: }fhotograp_hs,
Descriptive report, Horizontal ané;le bool?sl lﬂ:lje]\jd c-:.oJH-l.‘pgljli;zitions,

i
Data from other sources affecting sheet

Remarks:



