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COAST AND GECDETIC SURVEY
Descriptive Report to accompany
Tepozraphic Sheet No,
Northwest Coast of Zarembo Island and
Southern Shere of Mitkef$ Islang, -
Southeast Alaska.
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Limits, Scale and Methoda:~

The limits of this sheot on Zarembo Island are from
Point Mc Namara to Little Baht Harbor, which is-'just north of
the large bight called Beht Harbor. It connects at Point
Mc Namare with the sheet of Wire Drag Party No. 3, and at Baht
Harber with the second topozraphic sheet af Zarembo Island by
Wire Drag Party No 4

On Mitkof¥ Islend the sheet extends from Point Alexander
to Statlion Island, connecting with the second sheet of
Zarembo Igland at this poilnt.

The work was done by Brnest W. Bickelberg, Assistant,
ugually with the aid of another officer and one man. A fourteen
foot dinghy wes used with an Evinrude. The Evinrude gave satis-
factory results, but needed frequent overhauling. The usual
Coast Survey plane table outfit, consisting of Alidade rods,

24" x 30" table with tripod, and a sextant was used. The "rod used
was of the open type, mede on board the ship.

Control, Traverje, Cant&urL and Helght;~

The conirol for the work was secondary triangulation.
As the stations were frequent gocd three point fizes were always
obtainable, and 1% was necesgary to use travergse upon only one
eccagien,

The contour interval is one hundred feet; all heights being
given in terms of feet above the Mean High Water level., The
elevations are all read to the tops of the trees, as all this
country 1s densely wooded. The trees would probably averarze 85
feet in height, No inland stations were occupied for contours,
but along the entire Zarembo Island shore the only possible way,
otherwlse, to get the mountains was by sextant from scme posgition
in the Channel, For this purpose the power schooner"King and Winge"
was anchored in 2 series of positions and directions and vertical

" angles taken with the sextant on the mountain tops. On definite

gggfcts the elefation obtained by sextant seldom varied more than
set.
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General Appearance and Description:-

The mountains on Zarembo Island rise to a heigh?éf about
2000 feet. There are howaver, no well defined peaks, the mountains
appearing more as separate ridPes with deep vallegs betwsen them.
Friom Point Mc Namara northward and eastward is a long siretch of
flat wooded couniry, extending in one place as far as two miles.
The trees average about eighty fset in height thruathis section,
There is also & valley reparted to lead through from St John Harbor
across the Island. This was not investigataed, although peaks were
sighted on Etolin Island through this low ground.

At Point Alexander on Mitkef} Island there are a few rolling
hills varying from 1000to 2000 feet in height, To the sastward
extending as far as Station Islandis a very prominent ridge rising
to 2000 feet within one mile of the shoreline. The hills are
wooded with Spruce, Hemlock and Gedar, whila Alder is frequently
$0 be seon along the shore.’ ’

Detailed Description of the Shors:-

. - The shore of MItkofi Island is very steep and rocky,
no sand spits or ledges being found in the vicinity. Along the
Zarembo shoreline as far as Litile Baht Harbor, numerocus ledges,
rocks awash, and gravel beaches are found. Small creeks are also
more frequent than on Mitko!‘ Island. The beach at Baht Harber
is the source of the gravel supply for the 1light house tenders
when they are doing construction work in this vicinity. A scow
is put on the beach at nearly high tide and left there to bé
filled at low, and is taken off at the next high tide,

There are two good harbors on ithis side of Zarembo Island.
S5t. Johng Harbor, the larger, has a clear entrance hetween
Northerly Igland and the point to the eastward. On the eastern
shore of this harbor, true east from southern tangent of Southerly
Igland, is a sand spit. Between this and Southern peint of
Southerly Island, andhorage can be found in seven fathoms,
or before going this far good anchorage c¢can be found in fouhteen

‘fathoms.

The passage to ithe westward of Northerly and Soufherly
Islands is clear except for the inshore rocks shown on the aheet.

A creek with a good flow empties into the head of the Bay.
There is quite a run pf aalmon up this stream.

About thre -fourths of o mile west ¢f Point Craig Beacon, are
two small 1slands which mark the entrance to what is locally
knowrt as Little Baht Harbor. The enirance is ¢lear and good
holding ground is found at seven fathoms. A creek enters this Bay
The tide sets through this bight quite strongly, but is stnady
and there are no esddies or swirls.
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Deteiled description of the shore, Cont'd:-

Two miles west of Station Igland is a small bight, locally
known as Woodpecker Cove, which is used by small craft as shslier
trom the Stikine winds, which are very severe in the spring.
Anchorage is found in about twelve fathoms in the middle of the
bight, or in less by proceeding further into the head of the bight,

Kelp is found along the shoreline only in moderate amounts,
with two exceptions, Three quarters of a mile morth of Point
McNamara is a large resf around the borders of which the growth
of kelp 1a very heavy. Inshore from Vichnefski Rock are two
gmaller reefs also surrounded by a heavy grawth of kelp. There
is very little kéb along the Mitkoff Island shore.

Ducks and geese are fairly numercus in the vicinity of §t.
Johns Harbor. Gulls are very numerous,especially in the vicinity
of Vichnefski Rock and seals also, 2arembo izlend is a game
reserve, and Heer abound. No black bear are found on Zarembo,.

The only station for supplies, water or post office is
Ppteraberz or Yrangzell.

Prominent Landmarks:-

Prominent landmarks are Station Island and white Rock,
triangulation stations being on eack.

Genter of Station Island. .....56 - 29 - 31, 970 meters.

' 132 - 46 ~ 05, B9 meters.

A wooded island with bold, grayish, rocky shoreline.
Elevation to tree tops is 265 feet. The triangulation signal was
a pole in a tree top in the center of the Island,

White Rock. ..... 56 - 28 - 24, 7555 meters
133 - 01 - 53, 913 meters.
A promlnent , Erayish rock,. about one and a-half miles northeast
from Level Island. The rock is about 15 feet above high water.
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Geographic names:-

Little Baht Harbor; rame obtained from residents at Hrangell.

WoodPecker Cove; same as above.
Black Rock; (Vichnefski Rock), Black Rock is the local name for
Vichnefski Rock In contrast to White Rock just across the Stralt.

Magnetic Declination:~

The magnetic declination was found to be 290— 30; in the
viginity of $Station Island and St Jehns Harber, uaing the Declinator,

Statistics:-

The area covered is 115 squaré statute mileg; there are
36 & statute miles of shoreline , and no prominent rivers.

Scale:~-

The scale of the sheet iz 1 - 20,000,

Approved

Assistant, C. & G. Survey.

zéQK/ Topographer.
P oY,

Agsiatant, C. & G. Survey.
“Chief, Wire Drag Pariy No.4.
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From Des. Report T-3637

PLANE TABLE POSITIONS:

Objects and description. Latitude.D.M.

Large smcoth surfaced rock,355 meters
south of McNamara Point,. 56 19 1406

Rock, about one mile north of
McNamara Point. 56 20 300

Promineggvrock, close in shere one
mile"east of McNamara Point. 56 22 255

Rock in bay one and one third miles
south of Vichnefski Rock Light. 56 24 1690

Rock one third mile inshore from
Vichnefski Roeck Lights 56 25 1775

"Rock 75 meters from the southwestern

side of Southerly Island,5t Johns
Harbor. 56 26 717

Small shaulder on a bright, prominent
rock, the southwestermost of a group
of small rocky islands in Baht Harbor. 56 26 1158

(Grayish rock located on the western
gide of the entrance to Little Baht
Harbor, 56 a7 411

Top of grayish,rounding reck, which

is an Island at high water and is

located at the western extremity of a

small wooded island 3 miles wesi of

Station Island. 56 30 162

Rock located a half mile east of Point
Alexander and 90 meters off shore, 56 30 415

Hydrographic station "Way" is a blinker

light, located on Point Alexander. The

gtructure is of steclset in a concrete

base. the steel structure being sbout

8 feet square 56 30 850

Vichnétnki Rock light(blinker), known
locally as Black Rosk; on & ateel
structure 8 feet square. i 56 26 392
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Longitude, D.P. Height

4 feet
Awash at
high tide
)
Bares at
2/3 tide
Barss 4

~ at mean
L L Water

Awash at
% tide

962

459

8%

1003

906

Awash at
extreme HW

15



