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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT TO ACCOMPANY SHEETCQyD/
SOUTHERN SHORE OF LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN,FROM POINT AUX HERBES

LIGHT HOUSE TO THE WESTERN LIMIT OF THE SHEET.

Inetroet one,
The work on this sheet was done under instructions from
Captiin H.A.Seran of.the HYDROGRAPHER,d4ted March 21st,
1917,

lethod of Procedure.

Since the shore line follows closgely the tracks of the
NHew Orleans and North Eastern Railroad for the firsi 15
miles west from the Pit,aux Herbes L,H.use was mede of the
1000 foot marks which the railroad conmpany had placed on
the tracks. A short traverse was first run from the Pt.
aux Herbes L.H. to the railroad and tied in to one of the
railroad 1000 ft.marks, The planetabhle w=a then set up
on the tracks on & range with th¢ Pt.sux Herhes L.HK. and
the West Rigolets L.H.and the railroad tangent laid off
on the sheel.The traverse was then continued to Port
Pontchartruin L.H.,all except th= last mile being zlong
the railroad. From Port Ponchartrain L.H. anothor traverse
vas run to the New Canal L.H,zt West End,end from the
latter a third traverese was run along the shore to the
western limit of the shbet. '
adjust.ent,

The long traverse from South Point to the Port Pont.
chattrain L.H.was found %o be out 180 nmeters and was
adjusted throughout its length so as to make it come
within the two end points as plotited on the sheet, The
traverse between the two light houses was found %to close
within less than 15 meters and was not adjusted. Since
there are no signals weslt of West End the last traverse
could not be verified,even by a three point fix,It was
carefully run,however,and there is no reason to think t
that it is not as accurate as the rest of the work,

Naturc of the ghorc. ‘
The shore in mostly low and svampy,although for much
of the distance between South Point and Seabrook the
shere ig formed by the railroad embankment which is
protected by a double row of piling.The outside row
econsists of eircialar piles driven as close togetnes as
poesible and is shown on the sheet by a dash line,
The inner row is 14 meters from the other and consists
of sheet piles,It is not shown on the sheet on account
of the congestion of lines., The outside piling serves
as o break-water,while the inside protects the railroad
enbrnkment from being washed away. From Seabrook to the

western limit of +the sheet the C‘hore is swanpy except
the portion beiween yey gcanal and Upper Drainage Canel,
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Lere a concrete seawall has been built and the swamp
behind filled in aznd made into a park., Also ai Spanish
Fort the shnore is protected by a2 seawall which is made
of piling.

Towas and Villaoges,

There are several towns along the railroad which are
not shown on previous charts,These are South Point,
Little Woods,Citrus,and Seabronok, The first of these
conaisis of a Post Of7ice and about a dozen houses,.
Little Woods is somewhal l-rger than South Point and is
largly composed of cottages used hy fishing parties,
Citrus 1is the center of the cultivated area which has
been drained by the New Orleans and Lakeshore Land Co,

A pumping station for drainip; the entire cultivated area
is meintained here. Seabrook is just a station stop for
trains., Milneburg is a good sized town composed mostly
ofcottages which are built out from shore on piles. There
are no street lines since the houses ~re buili very close
together and with no definite arrangement. Spanish Fort
is mainteined as , park and amusement place,there heing
few houses except the park buildingse. Wesi End and
Bucktown are places similar to Milneburg but not nearly
8o large,

Canals and Bayous.

There is an important casmal running right along the
railroad enmbankment on the south side from Little Toods
to Lake Pontchartrain,into which it empties. From Little
Woods Lo Seabrook mother canal runs inthe same manner,
but has very little water in it. Both these canale were
formed by dredping out the earth to form the railroad
embanliment. Between the swamp and the culiivated area
is a large drainage canal which empties into the lake
at Oitrus throush the pumping station,The cultivated area
is cut up intc numerous sections by gooed cshell roads as
shown on the sheei, A drainage cenal has recently been
dug along the trodley roed from Spanish Fort to West End.
inother one from Bucktown Vest. The numerous bhayous which
were formerly along the shore have for the most part
been drained by the canals.From South Point to Seabrook
the only sirean emptying into the lake is Little River.
Also to the west of Bucktown severzsl bayous have been
drained by the new drainage canal,including Indian Bayou
and Tchoupitoulas Bayou. At West End just south of the
park is a small lake used by the Southern Yacht Qlub as
an anchorage, It is called loczlly the 8.Y.C,.Pen.It is
connected with Wew Canzl.
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Changes in Shore line.

From South Point to Seabrook much of the
shore line hes heen washed away. Vhere thies has occured
the bottom of the railroad embenkment which is frotected
by a break-weter in the form of a double row of piling,
forms the shore line.

There are now two outlete from the large lagoon

southwest of Point aux Herbes L.H., intc Leke Pontcherirain,

Neither of these are shown on the previouc charts. The
one called "The Gap" 418 artificial,

At 8penish Fort it was noticed that the wharf that
connectes Bayou S5t, John L.H,, with the shore wes washed
away in several places. '

It is noticed on previous charts thet the Peoples
Avenue Canal along the NHeO, & N.E.R.R., empties into
Lake Pontchartrain, This canel is now intercepted
by & drainege canal and the part near the shore is
filled up.

In formation was furnished by residents of thise
locality thet a sea wall is to be bullt along the khore
from West End to Spanieh Fort and possibly continued
to Milneburg.
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Planeteble Positions.
Description,

Water tower at
Citrus,La.

Factory stack at
Little Woods,lLa.

Page 4,

Latitude, D.M. Long. D.P.

30°02! 1537 88°58!' 599

30°04! 1043 898°%s586! 1117
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Form B3Ta DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
U, §. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

TOPOGRAPHIC TITLE SHEET

The finished Topographic Sheet i1s to be accompanied by the
following title sheet, filled in as completely as possible, when
the sheet is forwarded to the Office.

U. 8. Coast and Geodetic Burvey.
- . Register No. 366.\5_-’

State . . AdLlb Aoy |

General locality (grue/ {«j gy@ @uu[wga/é\
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Localltmw AL ¥ 2
Chief of party . . . \/Vﬂ’ .

Burveyed by ﬁ Q; id ‘.

Date of survey . W . /?//

N arys

Heights in feet above

Scale

Contour interval . . . . feet.

Inked by . éc: {‘F . Lettered by . JCZJ

Records accompanying sheet (check those forwarded): TPhetographs,
Descriptive report, Horizontal angle books, Field computations,

Data from other sources affecting sheet
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