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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT TO ACCOMPANY TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET "K".
WEST COAST EODIAK ISLARD - CAPE UYAK TO CAPE KARLUK

STR . SURVETOR R.R.LUKENS, COMEANDING
INSTRUCTIONS DATED HARCH 14,1929,
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

This 3 = mountainous region broken by several valleys. THe
mougtain ridges are moderate in slope exzcept where they terminate
1n steep and ercded slopes at the sghore. This region is covered
with grass and alder,the growth thick in the valleys,snd thinning
to small patches of grass and moss on the hill tops.
CAFPE UYAK is a precipitous rocky headland,deeply eroded.
4 desp cut and slide separate ths ¢ape from the ridge behind., In
Northeast Harbor an excellent sand beach extends from AYou to o Quin.
Between Northeast Harbor add Karluk ars two,long,eroded cliffs
about 1350 feet high. The northern cliff has thres summits showling
above the edge of the sroded slope., The southern one has a pronounced
slide from its summit to the shore., Shingle beaches with -immense
blocks of rock are at the base 0¢f these cliffs.  Between the cliffs
is & valley whiclf terminates at s bluff shore lins. Two waterfalls
and & red punk house on the bluffs show conspicuously to points in
the neighborhood of Cape Karluk. 4 ridge completely encircles this
vallpy. Two conspicuous conelike hills rise from this valley. '
KARLUK RIVER is = shoal,semi-tidal stream about 1/3 mile
wide at its mouth. A broad sand spit lays across the mouth of

Karluk River.

KARLUK, is the gnly place of importance in the locality of this
sheet. The e gg’qmmyfgs s s msintain buildings atithe
mouth ¢f Karluk River,and moorings in Kariuk Anchorage. There zre
native ‘villages on the north and south bshks of Karluk River near its:
mouth. The spire 0f a green and wWhite Greek Churchy © Ikon),leccated
above the vzllage and cannery bulldings is s conspicuous landmark
to vessels approaching Karluk.

A precipitous ¢liff extends from Karluk Village t0A Luk.

The beach at the base of this c¢liff consists of large blocks of rock.

From ALuk to © Bunk the beach,locally called Taanglefoot Beach,
consists of smooth;round,granite rocks.

BAPE E!RLUK is a projecting head of striking appearance,
somewhat resembllng & spearhead to ships coasting Kodiak Isliand. Its
seaward slopes sre bold and rugged and its landward slopes are
smooth and grassy. When abegm Cape Karluk it shows three distinct
sharp heads. Once acquainted with XKarluk Head it is easily indentified
by vessels miles away.

South of Cape Karluk lie gentle sloplng.grass lands,which end
in low earth banks near the shore. A broad sandy beach extends south
from Cape Karluk to Sturgeon River,
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ROCKS b{
" There are no offshore rocks. A few scattered rocks lie close
to Cape Uyak and Cape Karluk. A pinnscle rock about 50 feet high lies
100 meters off Cape Karluk. Signal Eigh is on its seaward face. A

" reef lies 100 meters northeast of the pinnacle rochk.

There are several inshore rocks st the base of the cliff south

 of Northeast Harbor, The string of rocks off o Nip offer & little

protection from the sea t¢ launches anchoring in their lse.

INDUSTRY - ,
Salmon fishing is the only industry in this area. Large

guantities 0f. salmon pass up Ksrluk River to Karluk Lake. The

U.S.Bureau of Fisheries maintain 2 weir several miles up Karlukx

River,where the salmon are counted 3s they pass upstream. The

amount of salmon the canneries may catch is determined by the

number of fish passing thru the weir.

Salmén are no longer canned in Karluk,but many of the Alashy ﬁc‘"ﬂs%‘“‘
0ld cannery buildings remsin. A4 the mouth of the river the Baciite
tmeptosn-Eishortes maintain asn orffice ,storenouses,bunk houses,zud
steam winches with which to haul in the nets filled with fish. The
fish are hauled in barges from Xarluk to the caunery in Larsen Bay.

In addition to seining for sslmon near Ksrluk River,gill nets
are set out from Cape Uyak snd Cspe Karluk.

SURVEY MBTEQODS

The shoreline wes surveyed by traverse. The shoreline of
Northeast Harbor was incorrectly surveyed at first dus to the -
incorrect plotting of 4 You. After ATou was replotted this
shoreline wss rectified in the field. The traverse between AYou
andaSquare{sheet "J"] closed with an error of 12 meters, This
error was adjusted on sheet "J". The traverse between s¥ou and

ALitz closed with an error of § meters. This was adjusted between
ALitz and © Ses. The traverse between ALitz and ALuk closed with
an error of 3 meters. No adjustment was made. The traverse arocund .

Cape Karluk between aLuk sndalrift closed without error.

4 fraverse was run from the Karluk Gannery buildings inland
along the south bank of Karluk River for a distance of 3/4 of s mile,
This traverse was run in order to secure Getails of Karluk village
and the shore of Karluk River. The north bank of Ksrluk River was
determined by cuts to logs laying on the beach.

Contours « Some .cuts-tospeaks were obtained.by planetible,
but most of the contours and elevations were obisined by sextant cuts
from a lsunch laying-t0 at points sbout one mile offshore.

This sheet became distorted ll.lmeters/mile in an East and
West direction and 5 meters/mile in a North and South direction. This
occured during the later psrt of the work while filling in gpps,running
the traverse up Karluk River,and cOmpleting the contours.
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COMPARISON WITH OLD SURVEYS

The shereline near Karluk and Cape Karluk shown on the old survey
{sheet 26893) differs slightly from that of the present survey.The gresatest
difference is around Cape Karluk. Cape Karluk was merely sketched on
the former survey. Most of the bulldings shown ¢on the 0ld survey are
gone or replaced by new buildinmgs. The new survey should therefore be used.
The mooring buoys in Ksrluk Anchorsge are set out each sesson by the cannery,
and taken up at the end of the sesascon,hence subject to change in position.
it is recommended,therefore,that the mooring buoys shown on sheet 2893 be

omitted.on the chart.
In the region near Cspe Uysk there are slight differences between the
present survey and thal shown on sheet 2893a. The greatest differences are

sround Cape Uyak itself.

NEW PLACE WAMES

Name Recommended Beason for Name
Hortheast Harbor In use locally

Tanglefdot Bay In use loeally
/ﬁﬁa/ylAA/u,.aabodufwax?1,/

- PHOTOGRAPHS
Ofie photogeraph is attached to this report,

L.S.Hubbard, Topogrspher
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PLANE-TABLE POSITIONS

QBJECT AND DESCRIPTION  LATITUDE _ D.M.  LONGITUDE D.P.

) o ¥ meters 0 ' meters
STILT;bunk house on 57 -38 264 154~ 20 574
beach {1592) (422)
POT,bunk house at 57 37 499 | 154 =20 592
mouth of stresm (1357) (04)
CAB,house on beach 57-36 1341  154-23 232

- : : (515) (764)
RED,red bunk house 57-35 . 1507 154~ 24 136
above bluff line (349} {861)
AM,waterfalls 57-35 1344 154-24 277 .

{512} _ {719)

HUT, shack on beach 57-35 178 1564-256 506
(1678) {488}

IKON,spire on green and 57-34 37  154-27 795
white Greek church (1819) (201)
IiIGH.sea face of verticsllb7-34 987 154-31 100
‘slded pinnacle rock {869) (6897)
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Taken by R.R.Lukens,August,1929,at a position & mile N.E.

KARLUK HEAD

of Karluk Head,facing S.W.
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