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Deseriptive Report to Accompany Topographie Sheet C

Houston Ship Chamnel, Texas

INSTRUCTIONS.
The topography on sheet C is a part of Project No. 68, the
instructions for which were dated July 24th, 1930.
LIMITS AND SGALE
Surveyed on a scale of 1/5000, the sheet covers the shore
line of Goose Creek and vieinipy, south portion eof Sen Jacinto
Bay end areas adjacent to the Houston Ship Channel as far north
as Jennings Island. The sheet joins sheet B on the southeast
and sheet D on the northwest.
CONTROL AND SURVEY METHODS.
Usual plane table survey methods were employed. Positions
were obtained entirely from resections and three point fixes.
The control consisted of 27 triangulation stations very
adequately spaced upon the sheet.
All elevations on this sheet are known to be :M
—lew; none of them has beem corrected. See explanation\/m Des-
eriptive Report, Sheet l-,(nfug) KMWOZ m'xgr”lf&ww%’r,? Tj‘f'c )
At a few places where there was a good agreement with
the U, S. G. S. survey of 1915 small sections of the 20 ft.

contour were drawn on the sheet without the usual survey

methods.




At no place was =m extra plane table station established
inshore solely to delineate the 20 ft. contour.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES.

Hog Islend and Spillmans Islend have large marsh areas

which are separated from the channel by many low dredge dumps.
Both islends asre practically treeless, There are several dense
patches of a 6 to 8 foot perennial growth of cane weed adjacent
to the ship chemnsl.

A 30 foot bluff bank parallelis the south shore of San
Jacinto Bay and is covered at several places by heavily wooded
areas of elm and pin ocak.

There are meny oil derrieks in Tabbs Bay and Goose Creek,
together with their necessary pipe lines, platforms, engine
sheds and runways built up on piling. The flats on either
side of Goose Creek cheannel are strewn with timbers and dis-
carded machinery. The shoi'e line is coatedvrgrfude oil.

No attempt was made %o chow ell buildings, teanks or oil
derricks in this vicinity. The more prominent of these were
located by either stadia distences or plane table cuts.

The U, S.E. base line extends up Hog Island to triangu-
lation station Pig where it crosses to the opposite side of
the chemnel and continues westerly the entire length of
Spillmens Islend. The base line is marked by bronze dises
set in concrete every 500 feet with intermediaté 100 ft.

stations merked by a wooden stake.
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COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS SURVEYS.

The land areas adjacent to the ship chennel have undergone
many changes due to the extensive dredging operations or the
channel.

A poor agreement of elsvations in the vielnity of Goose
Creek with the U. S. G. S. survey wes noted. This might be
explained by the gradual sinking of the land in this area since
large quantities of o1l have been withdrawn from the Goose Creek
field. What is charted @s Thumb Point on chart 532 is now sub-
merged except for a small shell kmoll. 4 large portion of the
north side of Hog Island is als submerged. The Humble 01l Go,
of Baytown bave run a series of level lines across this area at’
two year intervals since 1922,

The 20 Pt. contour on the south side of San Jacinto Bay
wes in close agreement with the U. S. G. S. survey.

A prominent 30 foot thee-covered hill which is not siown
on U.S.C.and G,S. chart 532 J:ies at the mouth of Goose Creek
about 130 meters north of triangulation station Treat.

All buoys showa on this sheet have been accurately lo-
cated and there are no buoys in place in the area .surveyed
which are not showa.

The lower portion of what is charted as Sem Jacinto
River, from Lynchburé to Morgan Point, is known locally as

Houston Ship Chemnel.



NEW NAMES,
All names shown on the sheet have been taken from Chart
532, with the exception of "Tabbs Bay" for the bay between

Evergreen Point, Goose Creek and Hog Islend, which neme is well

establizhed in loeal usage.
LANDMARKS,

A list of landmerks for charis which conteins the positions
of prominent objects and all beacons and ranges will be forwarded
under separate cover.

Respectfully subtmitted.
= Washington, D. C. Edmund L. Jones

Qetober 20, 1931. Add, U.s.C.and G.S.
Approved:

e A

hn 4. Bond, H.and G.E.

hief of Party, U.S.C.and G.S.
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