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Descriptive Report to Accompany Topographic Sheet G

Houston Ship Channel, Texas

INSTRUCTI(S.

The topogrephy on sheet G is & part of Project No. 68, the
instructions for which were dated July 24th, 1930.

LIMIT AND SGALE.

Surveyed on a scale of 1/5000, the sheet covers the shore
line of the Houston Ship Channel from Tucker Bayou to Greens
Bayou. The sheet joins sheet F on the east and sheet H on the
west.,

CONTROL AND SURVEY METHODS.

Usual plane table survey methods were employed. Positions
wars obtained mainly from resections and three point fixes with
a small emount of graphiec triangulation in the vielnity of topo-
graphic stetlion Sow and Tim.

The control consisted of seven itriangulation stations apaced
along the ship chennel.

A series of eir photos of the Houston Ship Channel will be
forwarded under separate cover, and should prove useful in sup-
plying interior detail which could nc.>t he economically coversd by
plane table methods. The area included on this sheet is covered
by photos Nos. 17 to 8.

In most ceses the low water line shown on the sheet has been

drawn from information obtained during the hydrogrephic survey.
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All elevations on this sheet are known to be

none of them have been corrected. See explanation"/in Deseriptive
(ng_ng, /?Jlf.gkm.pgq?rﬂ,)
. ?‘ o
At a few places where there was a good agreement with the U.S,

Report, Sheet 1.(1%13)

G.S. survey of 1915 small sections of the 20 f;t. contour were drawn
on the sheet without the uswml survey methods.

At no place was an extra plane table station established in-
shore solely to delineate the 20 ft. contour.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES.

The shore line on the sheet consists for the most part of
high banks which have been built up by dredge spoil. The areas
inshore from the ship chaennel are covered with many sand and clay
dredge dumps with a scant growth of vegetation.

A few scattered trees grow along the channel with an occasional
heavy stand of pine, oak and elm. The wooded areas on the inside
of the several curves of this section of the channel have been cut
awey to facilitate navigation. Many cypress stumps which are to be
found outside the high water line are shown on the sheet.

Two smal] ponds shown on the air photographs to the north of
triangulation station Bogg were formed by dredging operat ions on
the chanunel and are of a temporary nature.

The large pond to the south of topographic station Pan is
privately omned and stocked with fish. A small portion of the

east levee of this pond is shown on the sheet. The road to the
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south of the ship channel in this vicinity is aiao privately
owned and not opened to the publie,

large industrial developments have taken place at the
Shell Petroleum Company. A blue print, not checked in the field,
covering this area will be forwarded with the topographic sheet.
(Blue print may be checked from air photos.)

Chemel City, the site of an unsuccessful real estate de-
velopment, has a population of only several families. The large
buildings in the vicinity of triangulation station Channel are
unoccupled and in ruins.

Greens Bayou, located at the northwest extremity of the
sheet, is used extensively by sand and shell barges. A small
shipyard is in operation about 1/2 mile north of the mouth of
the bayou.

The U.S;E. baée iine extends along the north shoreline of
the ship cheannel on this sheet. The station numbers on the.base
line are distances measured on the center line of the chennel
from the zero at Morgan Point. AMarkBrs are set elong the shore
line normal to their coi'responding points on the center line.
The markers are bronze discs set in concrete every 500 feet,
with iron pipes at intermediate 100 ft. stations.

COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS SURVEYS.

A field comparison of the 20 f%, contour with the U.5.G.S.
sdrvey of 19015 was made with a fair agreement over the larger
part of the sheet. Attention is called to a few places of large

disagreement, as: a 60 meter di splacement of the contour west of

trisngulation station Dip; an 80 meter disagreement south of
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topographic station Jew; a 60 meter disagreement south of triangu-
lation station Patrick; a 70 meter disagreement near the shore
line of the ship channel east of topographic signal Dan; a 30
meter disagreement in the vicinity of Channel City; and extensive
changes at Shell Petroleum Compeny due to industrial developments.
Meny of the above changes have resulted from the dumping of dredge
spoil on the areas adjacent to the ship chennel.

The lower portion of the road, as shown on Chart 532, on the
north side of the ship channel near U.S.E., base line station 670+00
does not exist.

Two buildings, one near the north shore line of the ship chen-
nel in vieinity of triangulation station Bogg end the other at the
mouth of Greens Bayou, as shown on Chart 532, do not exist.

All buoys shown on this sheet have been accurately located
and there are no buoys in place in the area surveyed which are
not shown.

NEW NAMES.

All nemes shown on the sheet have beesn taken from Chart 532.
... . Theé lower portion of what is charted as Buffalo Bayou, from
the Tﬁrning Basin to Lynchburg, is known locally as Houston Ship
Channel.

LANIMARKS.

A list of landmarks for charts which contains the positions
of praminent objects and all beacons and ranges will be forwarded

under separate cover.




Reapectfully submitted.

Edmund L, Jones
Washington, D.C., Ai¢, U.5.C.and G.S.
November 17, 1931.
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