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Descriptive Report to Accompeny Topographic Sheet J

Houston Ship Chennel, Texes

INSTRUCTIONS,

The topography on sheet J isﬁ part of Project No. 68, the in-
stTuctions for which were dated July 24th, 1930.

LIMIT AND SCALE.

Surveyed on a scale of 1/5000, the sheet covers the shore
line of the Houston Ship Channel from Clinton to the turning basin.
This sheet joins sheet H on the east and is the westernmost of the
series of shests of the Houston Ship Channel.

CONTROL 4ND SURVEY KETHODS.

Uswel plane table survey metihods were employed. DPositions
were obtained mainly from three point fixes and resections with
only one traverse. This traverse was an unclesed spur of three-
eighths mile in lergth on Sims Bayou.

The control consisted of 9 trisngulation stations adequately
spaced along the ship channel.

4 series of alr photos of the Houston Ship Channel will be
forwarded under separaste cover, and should prove useful in sup-
plylng interior detail which could not be economically covered
by plane table methois. The srea included on this sheet 1s
covered by photos Nos. 2 to 1l2.

In most cases the low water line shown on the sheet has
been drawn from informstion obtained during the hyirographie

survey.
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At a few places where there was & good agreeme;lt with the
U.8.G.5. survey of 1915 small sections of the 20 ft. contour were
drawn on the sheet without the usual survey methods.

At no place was sn extre plane teble station established in-
shore s0lely to delineate the 20 ft, contour.

All elevétions on this sheet are based on the datum plane

~at Harrisburg as detemined by the U, S. Engineers.

GENERAL DESCRIFPTICN OF TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES.

A steep bluff bank of 20 feet extends down to the water's
edge over the greater portion of the shore line of the ship
channel. The shore line of Sims Bayou, Brays anou end Buffalo
Baeyou is much lower end is fringed with a scatiered growth of
megnolia, elm, oak and pine.

Meny large industrial concerna have their plants on this
section of ship channel. Among the ma jor concerns are two
0il refining plants, one oil storege property, one flowr mill,

& nunicipal grain elevator, five etton compress plants, a fer-
tilizer faectory, and several large warehouses, |

Only the most prominent buildings immediately adjacent to
the ship channel sare shown. In eeveral cases the inshore limits
of buildings were drawn from air photographs and are shown on the
sheet as a dashed line.

Blue prints of the following properties will be forwarded
with the sheet: Public wharf, Houston Compress Co., Ship Chemnel

Compress Co., Magnolia Compress Co., Texas Chemical Co., Lone
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Star Cement Co., Texas Warehouse, Clinton, Manchester Terminal
Corp., Gulf Refining Co., and Sinclair Refining Co. A field in-
spectio; of the above blue prints was nof considered necessary
due to the existence of recent air photographs covering this area.

Extensive residential and business building has taken place
in Manchester, Harrisburg end Magnolia Park.

Attention is called to the several wrecks shown in the water
areas on this sheet. A wrecked tug is located about 260 meters
east of the Public Belt R. R. bridge on Sims Bayou and a wrecked
barge at the mouth of this bayou. A wrecked barge partially
beached is shown at the east entrance of Harrisburg Bend. Six
wrocked shlps are shown to the north of Fidelity Island.

Six boat ways are to be found in this area. The Bloodworth
Ways, Plazer ways end the Marine Service ways are located on

Brays Bayou. The Ffirst two mentioned are capable of hauling out

launches and tugs up to 90 feet in length. The Marine Service

vways can accommodete only amall craft. A ways owned end operated

by W. L. Jones about 600 meters above the G.H.and S.A.R.R. dbridge
on Buffalo Bayou has hauled out the 130 ft. craft belonging to

the Houston Pilot Association., The Elliott boat ways located
near topographic signal Way in Harrisburg Bend can accommodate
launches, small barges and smell yachts., The Haddon ways near the
Public Belt R.R. bridge on Sims Bayou is used by tugs and shell

barges. Machine shops are operated in connection with ail of the

- above boat ways.
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The U, S. Engineers' base line extends along the north side of
the ship channel except for & small section between Clinton end the
American Maid Flour Mills where it .crossea to the south side of
the channel. The station numbers are distances measured on the
center line of the chennel from the zero at Morgan Point. Merkers
are set along the shore line normal to their corresponding points
on the center line. The markers are bronze discs set in concrete
every 500 feet, with iron pipes at intermediate 100 ft, stations.
COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS SURVEYS.

The ship channel =nd the areas adjgcent to the chennel have
undergone so many radicel changes dus to extensive dredging opera-
tions and industrial developments that very little comparison
exists between the present survey and the U,S.G.S. survey of 1915.

Several of ﬁha changes from chart 532 are: The buildings as
shown on what was Clinton Island do not exist; a new municipal
warehouse is located on the south side of the turning basin; a
metal boat shed has been constructed on the south side of the
fire boat wharf; there are no field indications of & cable area
north of Fidelity Island; the two small buildings shown near
topographic signal Bos do not exist; and e wharf now o_ccupies
the site of a.warehouse rreviously shown about 200 metera north-
weat of triengulation station Flour.

NEW NAMES.
.
A1l nemes shown on the sheet have besn taken from chart 532,

except "Fidelity Islend" for the small island about 340 meters
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south of triasngulstion station Tenk 2 which name is well estab-
lished in local usage.
The portion of the ship channel that is charted as Buffalo

Bayou is imown locelly as Houston Ship Channsl.

 LANIMARKS,

A list of landmarks for charts which conteins the positions
of prominent objects and all beacons and ranges will be forwarded

under separate cover.

Respectfully submitted.

Washington, D.C., Bdmund L, Jones
November 20, 1631. Ald, U.5.C. and G.S.

Approved:;

ohn A, Bond, H.and G.E.
hief of Party, U.S.C.and G.S.
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The Topographic Sheet should be accompanied by this form,
filled in as completely as possible, when the sheei is for-
warded to the Office.

_Field No. d

Locality.................Clinton to Turning Basin ;
Scale. ... 1/5000 Date of survey... ¥ay,. 193l . , 19
VeS80l s e e e
Chief of Party.........Jopm A, Bond .
Surveyed BY.-coeeni e Edmund L, Jomes .. .
Inked BY.oooooeeee E..L, Joges, H, W. Murray . ...
Heights in feet above M.H.W. to ground <e=tops-of-4reos
Contour, Approximate contour, Form line interval2Q.... feet

Instructions dated. . ... July 24, 1930 . lo .
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