'
¢
*

.

@ -

i =
’ . -
é .
1
1 o B
i

LA L T el T

TSI e

P e

-iE

¥

B A R

.
-
——r— "

—— e~ 4

Farm 504
Ed. June, 1928

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
U. S. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

R.3.Patton pirecter

State: IOULSTANA

DESCRIPTIVE REPORT.-

Topographic o Sheot NO'C 4774

1933

CHMIEF OF PARTY

b
:

N -

¥

i

N

i

[ bt -
|

b -

b

1

o e e ==

L -

;

[




DESCRIPTIVE RKEPORT 70 ACCCMPANY SHEET
(FIELD Xo. C) ,

Instructions., The survey was made in accordance with Instructions
of March 22, 1933,

Control., Control for the area surveyed consisted of first order tri-
angulation stations established in 1931, All of the triangulation sta~
tions plotted on the sheet were used at different times except & (h~
arles, *‘he latter is only a marked station and not a tall object and
could not have been magie visible over the tree topg without the build-
ing of a very tall structure.

One station,whdch waspplotted on the aluminum mounted sheet
when received from the office and the geographic position of whichywas fﬁfnisheq)
is a water tank designated “Lake Charles, Small Black Tank, 1931¢30°
13t 53,34" 3 93713 02,49%, No tank exists at this place, nor did one v ¢
ever 3tand there, according to locel information received, Two black | 3
wabter tanks stand in the vicinity, however, and were located by plane %#jk -
table cuts, One of these ig the Marray- Brooks tank and the other is
gsignal Black.” It may be that theodolite cuts on these two were con-
fused,

It wag not possible to begin the survey from a set-up

on the ground at a triangulation station because none of the stations

wvere intervisible from the grouhd; neither could a2 point be found where
three stations would give a strong fix, 4 start was made on the poof of

the Charleston Hotel hy setting up on the line through #8tack, Charles-
ton Hotel™ and LAirways Beacon Majestic Hotel", A fix wms obteined here
anq cuts taken.to 21l prominent objects and several gignals that had been
?u}l?. These signals were then occupied and by orienting back on the
initial set-up and by resection, these signals were located and finally
all prominent objects loeated by graphic triangulation, ’

w‘szazzzsei . dIn ?hi survey of ;?e shoreline of Lake Chsrles, itself,
oceted points were visible that the position of the lanetable
could be detenm%ﬁeddlwithout error at each set up, P
0 delinexte the loop of the Calcasieu River in the s -

¥§St poriion of the sheet, it was necessgary to run s traverse,becausguth
"e ¢ypress irees obscuréd the control points, The traverse was closed
with an error of only three meters,

Cn account of the tall cypress irees lining both banks
of the river,it was also necessary to run a traverse without control
Trom the Kansas City Southern Bridge to the “ABrick Stack, Gulf Siates
Utilities, This traverse of 4§ statute mileswas run with an error of
18 meters{mostly irn azimuth)which was adjusted in accordance with the

method given on page 53 of the Topographic Mamual,
The riger ran off the gheet just east of A"Mall Sil-

ver Tank, Rice Mill" and was surveyed for a mile northward on a sub-
rlan.The survey was not carried beyond the sharp bend at the north end
of the sub-pdan because no control was available beyond this point. In
fact no fix was obtained at the northern limit of the survey, as only
one triangulation station was wisible part of the wsy. However, great
care was faken in orienting and in reading the rod and the topographer
believes that the survey was agourate as far as it was carried,
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Desgription,. The east and south shore of Lake Charles is firm and dry
land and forms the limit of the city of Lake Charles(about 14,000 popule
ation), 4long this stretch,the land hus an average elevation of about 10-
15 feet., A concrete highway, the 0ld Spanish Tail, runs along the lake=
shore ag far as the port ares and then crosses the river over a concrete
arch bridge, . .

Between A Silver Tank, Noble Trotter Rice Mill and the
Lake Charles Boat Club, the waterfront consists mostly of business build-
ings , ware houses, petroleum @ompanies and & few dwellings. A rice mill
is in operation at the station mentioned above, ,

The maniecipal wharf i3 en earthen structure, lined with a
wooden retaining well; it is of no great importance and only & few fish- .
ing boats and barges tie up there now and then, North of the mmnicipal
pier are several old piers, landings, end clusters of piling in a state
of decay. Immediately north of the pier is the remnant of an sbandoned
dredge and & little farther north 1s an sbandoned tug.

South of the coulee, or stream, nearest the Boat Club
the lake shore is dotted with homes, The yards of the homes contain many
trees and there is a broken fringe of cypress trees along the S, lake
shore. Several small private boat landings exist along the south shore
of the lake, Barbe's Pavilion is a dance hall built over the water,

The west shore of the lake and the land between the
lake and the loop of the river is low and appears %o be all cypress
svamp, Tall cypress trees line the shore of the lake and the river, AY
the northewsgtern end of the lake, however, there is dry land, Here stands
the town of Westlake, once a sawmill fown of some importance but now prac-
tically a deserted village. No important industry flourishes there and
the main highwey, which once ran through the town, now passes west of if.

The north shore of the lake is also low and mostly cy-
presy swemp, The revetted railroad embankment of the Southern Pacific
cuts across the northern extremity of the lake, leaving & small lagoon,
choked with hyacinths,

. Between the nobth end of Ryan street (the main dusiness
street of Lake Charles) and the two railroad brid@es at Westlake,the
river twists and turns and forms a peningula which seems to consist all
of cypress swamp.

A dry, nerrow fringe of land, about 2-3 feet above mean
river level,parallels the south and west river bank, It is the remmanty of

" the old road, which was the outlet from Lake Charles before the present

highway was built,.

North of the railroad bridges, a high tension line
crosses the Calcasieu River. The wires are carried by two steel tow-
ers 150 feet high. Clearance under the wires was stated. by ¥r, 7. Shutis,
Parish Engincer,.t0:be.10Z. feetzat meantlow Gulf level.

fhe railroad bridges have very little headroom. The more
southerly bridge (S. P.) has less than the K, C. S, dridge. The headroom
is about five feet at mdan river level but more defindte information will
be furnished with the hydrographic cheet. . .

South of the railroad bridges and east ofOWebd is a
narrow, and low natural levee, with cypress trees, which forms the con-
tinuation of the east river bank part way across the lake,

OVeb' is the east gable of a fertilizer plant, the
Kelly—~ Vebber Co, It has a dock in good condition and occasionally,
ocean going steemers dock there to discharge nitrates.
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West of the highway bridge (ODraw) , the river flows im an
oval loop and forms an island. The island, however, was made by & dredged
cut-off, just west of the port docks, between sCor and Ton, Tall cypress
trees line the river bank opposite the island and also the east side of
the island, Across the river from © TPesg are the hulls of three aban-
doned tugs.

The land between the wrecks and around the loop as far as
© Gar will scon be subject to a change, as the topographer has ine
formation to the dffect that an alkali plant is to be built there with
docks and buildings.

On the west side of the island, near O Art, is an artesian
well, which is the result of oil drilling operatioms. '

The port area consists of four units of docks and sheds.
fhe two northern-most sheds, extending approximately in an east and
west direction are joined pogether but have a fire wall between them,
The two southerly sheds have a space between them. The southernmost
shed is of very recent construction.

Inshore from the pier sheds zre a cotton compress and
geveral cotton’ dtoragessheds, Several railroad tracks terminate at the
port area; they are the Lake Charles Harbor end Terminal District Rail-
way and connect with the Missouri Pacific, - whnid :

To return to Lake Charles,/éhe lake is baitly cluttered
up with old piling around its circumferemce, Some of this piling is
the remains of ol€ building foundations but by far the most of it was
driven in long rows to retain logs, in the days when the lumber in-
dustry flourished. Many of the piles are broken at or below the water
lime 2nd are obstacles for small boats, The piles numper in the thous-
ands and therefore, -it vas impossible to locate them all, The limits
and directiong of the rows, however, and the piles farthest from the
ghore were located. = o

— Efforts have been mede by ILeke Charles citizens to clear
the lake of stumps and piles but so far have been unsuccessful.

A blue print, showing a count of the piles wil be sent to
the office. BPLyel,

‘In the south-west portion of the lake is a spar buoy,on
the east side of the deep channel, This buoy is a starboard-hand buoy
and should be red. Bowever, all buoys on the Iake Charles wubterwsy
were placed by the parish and never have been pzinted,

The portion of the river shown on subplan A also contains
meny piles but some of there still serve as log pens. There is an ackive
saw mill at ©Top but the laPge mill at the northern end is abandoned.

. At © Small and ASilver tank is a large rice mill, the
Lake Charles Rice Mill. The Noble-Trotter Rice iill, on the lake, is

algo a large concern,

xmggnetic Merjdian, The magnetic meridian was not drewm at eny of the
?rlangulation stations because none of these were removed from disturbing
influences, The meridian was drawvm at & point ( center of red circle on
arrow ) where a three point fix was obtained.




Marsh Those areas which are covered with the marsh symbol are always
covered with vater. The mursh grass or cand brake, is generally about

eight to ten feet high and grows along a well defined outline. From
the edge of the marsh, the river bottom falls off sharply and depths of

ten to twenty feet can be found a few feet away from the marsh line,

Streets., MNost of the gtreet intersections shown were accutately located
by the topographer, The intersections of the east-west streets with
Ryen Sireet from Pujo Street northward sholld be accurate, The intesl:
section of S, Ryan, South Street,and Miller Avenue should also be de-
pendable but some of the stireets betweep Pujo Street and liller Ave.
and some of the streets crossipg S. Ryan were located by rather long
rod readings and are subject to some error,

Landmarks, A 1ist of prominent objects is attached hereto. With the
exception of those marked with an *, they are visible only from the
lake or on that part of Calcasieu River which flows by the city.

The landmarks marked * are vigible as far as the south-

west end of Rose Bluff Cut Off, {Sheet B).

J. C. Bose,
Topographer,
Chief of Party

il 4 %7%:/ g, SR,
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TOPOGRAPHIC TITLE SHEET

The Topographic Sheet should be accompanied by this form,
filled in as completely as possible, when the sheet ig for-
warded to the Office. ’

. Field No.__.__... -

REGISTER N0. 477 4

Statel ... LOUISIANA )

General 1ocality_Lake.félfaliIb's“'Deb"p‘JWé!:er--Ghannel,_.-.:C_y:e."b‘_x.: ______
Locality.. ...... I.a.ke..Cha.rl.esd. ............. ,
Scale.1.:.10 000 .. Date of survey April , 19.93

Chief of party...... ... Jo o BOSE
Surveyed by Jo Ce BOSe
Inked by Ja Co BOSS
Heights in feet above. . .. ... to ground 1o tops of irees
Contour, Approximate contour, Form line interval. .. __ feet
Instructions dated.. . larch 22 . , 1933
Remarks: ... Home revision done in port area in October 1933
_____ after new construction.

V..V 'ON D3y



el

(} ]

»

Page 1

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY No. 47 74/

Title (Par. 56)ede Mﬂcylﬁa&l W ok / reegias
Chief of Party i@m Surveyea by {;l 6./324 1p10q by }L 6. 3eal

Ship %u, M Instructions dated M 2 (B surveyed in W /933

1. The survey and preparation for it conform to the requirements of the .—
Topographic Manuel. (Par. 7, 8, 9, 13, 16.)

2. The character and scope of the survey satisfy the instructions.

S The control and closures of traverses were adequate. (Par. 12, 29.) s+

4, The amount of vertical control that the Manual specifies for -con-
toupg-formlines- was accomplished.. (Par. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23.)

Sl

5.  The delineation of -contours-formlines- is satisfactory, (Par. 49,
50.) o1t

6. There is sufficient control on maps from other sources that were
trensmitted by the field party to ensble their application to the
charts. (Par. 28.)e /3P270L7 2706F% 27069, Joere ,....;TMJ
7 aud 7z A it THINY aud T4773.

7. High water line on marshy and mangrove coast is clear and adequate
for chart compilation. (Par. l6a, 43, 44.) +—"

8. The representation of low water lines, reefs, coral reefs and rocks,
and legends pertaining to them is satisfactory. (Par. 36, 37, 38, —"
39, 40, 41.)

9. Rocks and other important details shown on previous surveys and on L’/,

the chart were verified. (Par. 25, 26, 27.)

10. The span, draw and clearance of kridges are shown. (Par. 16c.},.—

11. Icestioms—amd—etevmitions APWW.)

12. Thetrec—lirewac-shown on—FOURtEiRG—{Par16e..)

NOTE: Strike out paragraphs, words or phrases not applicable &nd modify
those requiring it. Paragraph numbers refer to those in the Topographic
Manuel. Use reverse side for extending remarks. A-317



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

&2.

23.

24.

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY No. 47 74~ Page 2

The descriptive report covers all details listed in the Menuel, in, -
so far as they apply to this survey. (Par. 64, 65, 66, 67.)

The criptive -rgport also contains additiomal éaf%ﬁi;ion uired
in aero- opograM to t;;g\ofwhc{tographs, od o%_

lation and type of groundNgontrel.

%l& descriptions of recoverable stations and references to shore line
were accomplished on Form 524, (Par. 29, 30, 37, 67 except scaling
_of IMs and DPs, 68.)?704144424 WW‘,& Lol e
r3MW!5‘7,ii;~h4;“4040. (QL4_ Ck445.5L9=3./?33)

A list of lendmarks for charts was furnished Jn Form 567 and plotting

checked. (Par. 16d, e, 60-)'272,.'_,&444 %7é5//?33

The magnetic meridian was shown and declination was checked .+ {Par.
17, 52.)

The geographic datum of the sheet is 77.9172{ (rsctncendd /727 and the
reference station is correctly noted..~{Par. 34.) decody M,,,qz“,,_%

Junetions with contemporary surveys are adequate.

Geographic names are shown on the sheet and are covered by the Des- i
criptive report. (Par. 64, 66k.)

The quality of the drafting is good. V(/Par. 31, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38,
<9, 40, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50.)

No. additional surveying is recommended. v

The Chief of Party inspected and approved the sheet end the ‘descripti#e
report, after-revitew—by

Remarks:

Reviewed in office by /V;» QMJ&' 77(4/1,01- /6, 1734

Examin/ed{.nd app

8

Chief, Section of Field Records Chief, Section of Field Work

&f, LA Charts Chief, Division of Hyd. and Top.

R-a17



