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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT %o Accompany Topographic
Sheet (Field) H. F.

Instructions. The survey was made in accordance with Supplemental
Ingtructions from the Director, dated September 8, 1933.

Control, The control consisted of two first order triangulation sta-
tions, CALCASIEU, 1931 and GRAND IAX®, 1931; four second order stations,
BAST, 1932, RHCDES, 1932, LONG, 1933, and PECONI, 1933; three third
order stations, BURTON, 1932, B.li.4 (USE), 1932, and B.M.6(USE), 1932;
and three intersection stations, Hackberry Catholic Church, 1932,
Grand Lake Catholic Church, 1932, and Windmill{Grand Lake), 1932.

These stations furnished adequate control and made it pos~
sible for the topographer to obtain fixes almost anypwhere.

The topography wes begun by the chief of party and run by
him as far south as o fod on the east shore and as far south as 0 Ed
on the west shore. The sheet was then com~leted by J. E. Chachere,
whose description is at the end of this report.

At the time when instructions were received 0 resume
field work, which had been stopped on July 15, 1933, no aluminmum
mounted topographic sheets were on hand; therefore, the topography
was done on & sheet of Whatman's linen mounted paper. The southern
half of Calcagien Leke was done on an alumimim mounted sheet.

The projection was constructed by the chief of party with
care and was checked, However, after the field work had been com-
pleted and the projection was again checked before inking, it was
found to have shrunk perceptibly. This shrinkage was fairly uniform
and neither of the two topographers had had difficul¥y in obtain-
ing good intersections of cuts.

Description. From Hoe to the northern limit of the zettlement of
Grend Lake {more commonly called Big Iake), the land is low and semi-
mershy; it is fairly dry in dry seascns bubt becomes marshy during
rainy months, It is locally referred to as grassy flats. It is used as
grazing lend. There is a marsh extending northward from Set.

The community of Grand Lake is primarily a summer resort,

Several residents of Lake Charles have cottages and summer homes
there. There is no post office nor are there telephone facilities.
A shell highway passes through it. The shore line at Grand ILake is
lined by & low seawall of cypress timber. The piers extending into
the lake are rather flimsy walkways, having boathouses or landings
for small boats at their offshore ends.

From Grand Lake southward, the land consists of low
grassy flats. At an inshore disftance of about a mile are scattered
groves of live oak trees.

On the west side of Calcasien Iake, the shore is very
marshy ag far south as Xelso Bayou. ¥or abowt a mile west of this
marshy shore, the land is occupied by the Hackberry oil field with
hundreds of derricks. Some of the wells have been drilled in the
lake itself, Xelso Bayou has some traffic of small tugs and oil

'bE-I‘geS .



South of the mouth of Xelso Bayou, the land is dry and higher.
That part of the shoreline marked by hachures is a bluff clay bank
about 12 feet high. FromoSaw tooEd, the land consists of grassy
flats., A1l of the shore line bounding the flais is very irregular be-
cause it erodes easily.

4 line of dolphins, consisting of a cluster of two to three
piles, ertends along the middle of the lake in an approximate north
and south direction. These are channel markers, driven by the Corps
of Engineers. The numbers shown beside the markers are not painted
on them but were taken from a Var Department map. Some of them are
missing and were probably knocked out by tows of barges.

Tro marine railways are shown at the northern end of the sheet.
These properly belong on Sheet A. Burton's marine railway was not in
existence when the, topography on sheet A was done., This railway has

%nggﬁgity of 350 tons, There are facilities for the repair of wooden

The other marine railway (Manning's) can handle boats of
about 22 tons and seventy feet length. It is close to & shedl high-
way. There is no machine shop to make extensive repairs, however,

Nemes. The names were obtained from local residents, The are well
edtablished locally. Commissary Point is shown on €. and G. S.
chart No. 202 as Williams Point but no one was found who knew it
by that name. The settlement of Grand Lake is locally called Big
Lake and Caleasieu Lake itself is nearly always refgrred to as
Big lake.

Traverses. No traverses were run for any appreciable distances. A
fix could generally be obtained and therefore no adjustments were
necessary,

landmarks, There are no features, natural or artificial, which
stand out as suitable landmarks., Of course, the o0il derricks are
very conspicuous but they are not permanent.

s

J. C. Bose,
Chief of Pparty.



Descrivtion (southern part of sheet F).

On the east shore of Calcasieu Lake, south of © Cod is a
streteh of marsh about 200 meters wide and widening out to the east~
vard. South of this marsh, the land is dry as far south as Commis-
sory Point and sparsely dotted with bushy briars called "Cherokee
Roses". About § mile north of AEAST is a graded road leading due east
from the lake and near it are several houses. South of ATAST and extend-
ing along the shore is a strip of low grassy land. This gradually
Slopes off into mersh south of a small slough near o Com. Near olisg is
also a small slough, From oCom to APECONi there is high marsh, that
ig, marsh covered with tall cane grass.

Just north of ©Sar, a canal runs eagstward from the lake, Another
canal follows along the shore line, forming & series of nerrow islands.
About 0.6 mile south of OSar is enother canal leading east. A third
canal running east lies about 3 mile south of ©Ree. These canals were
part of a reclamation project now abandeoned. They are not navigable
except for row boats or flat bottomed hoats, and are used only by
trappers and fishermen.

A short distance south of ©Can is the canal of the North
Americen Land and Timber Co. It runs east as far as the Intra-
coastal Canal near Sweet Lake and is navigable for small launches.
North of ©Pip is a small canal leading 4n a southeasterly direction
parallel to the shore. Near APECONI, Bayou Bois Connie empties in-
to the lake.

The shore line fromoAb too6Com is very irregular because
it is being worn away by wave action. FromoCom south toaAPECONI, the
shoreline is less irregular and broken, as the dense cane grass acts
as a protective mat.

On the west shore of Calcasien ILake, scuth of ARHODES, the
ground is dry and grass covered. It is dotted with occasional live
oaks. A short distance south of oMay is Hackberry Bayou. This stream
is a shallow slough and of nc navigationel importance. A narrow '
sirip of margh extends along the banks of this stream. A deep bight
between©s Dis and Enot marks the end of the dry ground. The ridgeline
is clearly outlined as shown by the broken line on the sheet. South
of this line, the ground is lower and semimarshy. It is covered with
grass and occasional small bushes and is shovm on the sheet as low grassy
flats. This extends south as far as a small slough just north of ORun.
South of this slough and extending as far south as Along is high marsh,
covered with cane grass, Near and just south of oWe is the narrow en=-
trance to Long Point Lake, & shallow lake or cove about § mile in dia-
meter. Running northwards and parallel to the shore of Calcasieu lake
is a conal which waes dredged into a shell bank for obtaining shells.
This shell bank is covered with small trees and bushes. Long Point
Bayou flows into the southwestern part of Long Point Leke and north
of the bayou is another shellbank covered with trees and bushes.

About midway between ©SMay and Dis are the ruins of an old
steamboat landing. As it has not been in use for some time, it has

fallen into decay. W W

J. E. Chachere,
. Topographer,

S e

Chief of Party

Approved and forwarded:



Last shore, Calemsisu Iake. Looking wast,
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East shore Calcasien Lake, looking north-esast
up the mouth of Bayoun Boia fonnie. APECOKI is
geen over the right edge of the left shack.
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LIST OF PIIES MARKING CHANNEL THROUGH CALCASIEU LAKE

mﬁm TATITUDE ‘ LONGITUDE
NAME : 0 1 Meters o t Meters
- (Do) 30 02 968 = 93 18 160
4 (Fin) 30 o2 ar 93 18 us
10 (van) 30 00 16902/ 93 18 7 R
11 (Sec) ». - 7, ol 93 17 1593 7
12 30 00 781 93 17 1565 <
13 30 00 322 93 17 1555 “
14 29 59 1718° 93 17 1528 &
17 (cap) 29 59 535 < 93 17 1470 4
19 (Lop) 29 58 1272 & 93 17 1426 ~
21 29 58 378 — 93 17 13756
22 29 57 1729 93 17 13384~
2 29 57 831° 93 17 1309 ="
25 29 57 369 93 17 12924
26 (Nor) 29 56 61 93 L 1217
28 (Mid) 29 56 858°" 93 1w 10634
29 29 56 -\i%f 93 17 1005~
30 (Soo) 29 55 1805 7 93 17 - o’
31 29 55 1362~ 93 17 Sors
32 29 565 899" 93 17 769
3’ 29 55 10" 93 17 620 ©




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
U. S. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

TOPOGRAPHIC TITLE SHEET

The Topographic Sheet should be accompanied by this form,
filled in as completely as possible, when the sheet is for-
warded to the Office.

Field No.. ¥

REGISTER NO,

Scale. 1 i 20 000 Date of survey. Angusi=-September ., 19.33

Vessel Project HP-138

Heights in feet above ... ... to ground +to tops of irees
Contour, Approximate contour, Form line interval _______. feet
Instructions dated September 8 , 19.33.
Remarks: -
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Page 1

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAFHIC SURVEY No. ¥42¢

-y ot

Title (Par. 56) Ch/casov Laks Lowsrona

Chief of Party JCGwe sSurveyed by e 0i... Inked vy J<8me .
Ship — Instructions dated s’ £/83  surveyed in Aw -Sgo% /933

1. The survey and preparaticn for it conform to the requirements of the

Topographic Manual. (Par. 7, 8, 9, 13, 16.) &Br. 7 nol complied wi’h
Mo inibals y/r'en as lo /:rojetﬁm , Plolling briangata Lion e7e.

e The character and scope of the survey saiisfy, the instructions, ¢
Whatman s P Ao 2 pEr U e Fo ryrmMﬂ £ 55;9 /J}-; Daschpiire Aooory

3. The control and closures of traverses were adequate. (Par. 12, 29.) +—

6. There is sufficient control on maps from other sources that were
trensmitted by the field party to enable their application to the
charts, (Par. 28,) Nome sebmities

7. High water line on marshy and-mangreve coast is clear and adequate
for chart compilation. (Par. 16a, 43, 44.) «

8. The representation of low water linss, ree#sT—coxaL—;ee£s_and—;ocks,
and legends pertaining to them is satisfactory. (Par. 36, 37, 38,
39, 40, 41.) _.

9. -Roeke-asnd other important details shown on previous surveys and on
the chart were verified. (Par. 25, 26, 27.)¢

NOTE: Strike out parsgraphs, words or phrases not applicable and modify
those requiring it. Paragraph numbers refer to those in the Topographic
Manual., TUse reverse side for extending remarks. R-217



13.

18.

18,

17.

18.

18.

20.

21.

28,

23.

24.

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY No.4#20 Page 2

The descriptive report covers all details listed in the Manual, in
so far as they apply to this survey. (Par. 64, 65, 66, 67.) —

The descriptions of recoverable stations and references to shore line

were accomplished on Form 524. (Par. 29, 30, 57, 67 except scaling
of IMs and DPs, 68.) /8 Comts Submitted’
A list of landmarks for charts was furnished on Form 567 and plotiing
checked. (Par. 16d, e, 60.) Mwme Svbmifed
The magnetic meridian was shown and declination was checked. (Par.
17, 58.) -
The geographic datum of the sheet is N ANZ7(H viled) " and thé
reference station is correctly noted. (Par. 34.}
Junctions with contemporary surveys are adequate. .,'ZZ( W Ling Frrm
A faoni [ OOp has. b be lioled From T 009/ apd 1F defeis have bear Carefosssy
Arawn . ThAis porition af e w Line J/;oa/n/ b Latin From T oy
Geographic names are shown on the sheet and are covered by the Des-
criptive report. (Par. 64, 66k.)
»
The quality of the drafting is good. (Par. 31, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38,
¢9, 40, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50.) — LFacer” as rsfedin Sor /9
No additional surveying is recommended. -~
The Chief of Party inspected and approved the sheet and the descriptive
report affer-review by
l//flfllhk A 7o FHe
as éecﬂ e/l . P
Remarks: A% 34{65 f!gu/femm?ff gt

far.7 gf Ehe Topograph i /fuum/

@ Reviewed in office by ( %; 6,) % ny /7236

Exemined and approved:

Chief, Sectlv[n/of Field Records 1ef Secti of Field Work

Chl/e{Di'Vlle of Charts Chier, Division of Hyd. and Top.

R-217



