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Descriptive Report
to accompany
Topographie Sh:at T0'
Pt. Conception & Vicinity
California

Instructiong

October 31,1932

Limits snd Scale

This sha:t embraczs a etrip of shorsline
in thz vicinity of Pt. Concuoption from a point two miles
north of the point to five milss emst of it,

The scale is 1-10,000

Gonaral Description

Boint Concaption is the point on the Cal-
ifronia Coast whers the coastline meskss an abrupt right
angle turn, swinging from tha genaral north south diraction
as coming from the north, to & dus east west coastline
forming the north shore of Santa Barbara Channal.

The shoraline sast of th: point consists
of a low line of dirt cliffs 30-50 ft in elevation, broken
by small arroyos. Bshind this cliffline the country is open
and rolling, with small knobs; difficult to contour, rising
abouta mile back from thae shore into the foothills. 2 country
is undeveloped, and practically impassable for trucks or cars.

& gingle trail rung zast from the Cpneception Station practieally
disappearing at the ranch 1% miles aast of there, from which
point it cuts across the open fialds and is subject to frequent
changes, as the grovnd is plowed ete. The portion from tha

ranch mentionayd to thz 2ast limit of thd sheat iy mersly approx-
imated (and shown by singls lina).

Pt, Conception, on which the lighthouse is
located is a rouwnd prominent hill 208 ft high, but standing out
bacauvse of the flat country bzhind it with & gznaral elevation of
100 ft. Tha light i¢ not on top of tha hill but is located on
the 8 uth sast cornsr of tha seaward slope, with the 1i ht its2lf
at about an 2levation of 140 T+,

Tha platzau bshind the pdinht for a ‘distance of
a quarter mila consists of a stretch of sand dunssg merging iuto
a flat sandy country coversd with sparse grass. Thare is no dsvel-
opmant at this point other tharn ghe 5.P. R.R. Station and a
large and prominant galvaniz:d barn; and a couple of small shacks,

Lorth of the point the ¢liffs riss more sharply,
and inerazass in haight vntil at the north end of the shiat they
avarage 200 ft in elavation. Thay are of dirt and locse shals,
with a genaral buff or light brown color,

Ths hills swing back toward ths coastline, and at
the north snd of the sh:at riss diractly from the cliffs.
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The on: road (or trail) serving the lighthous: is accuratsly
shovm. It comss ovar ths hills from the Lompoc road north

of the limits of this work, and as it rasaches the last foot
hill cne branch turns towards Arguslle and tha othar to Pt.
Conesption as shown hersz.

Spacial notss

200 metars offshor:, dir:ctly off Pt, {on-
caption is a small rock (sig Rok)} awesh at H.V,

Just north of the light (J mila) & narrow
ladga projects out with two largs rocks in ths ladgs, Gutar
rock has an slavation of 8 ft., Dir:ctly off this at distance of 470
mstars from main shoreline is a datached submargad rock,

These ar: thz outside dangers at Pt. Conczption.
Formally shi:ping kaszps wall offshor: at thie point, so that th:y
rapragant no rael danger to navigation,

In bad northwast waather small boats anchor in the
bight cast of Pt. Corcaption callad Coxo (locally prondounced Coho)
Thar: is & thin linz of kepp extending out in & southesast dir:ction
as shown on the topogmaphic shaet, and bsst arnchorage is just to
aagt of this.

Tha most prominant objaet on thz shiat is the d2tach:d
hill on which the light is locatsd, This is visible for a loug
distence. On the top is a largs housz and a r2d zlevated waizr tank.

Confryl

% 1iles i8 the longest stratch batwaen triangulation
signals on the bsach, and control is ampls. Shori traversas ware
yun. o adjustmant nsce sary, On this sheet as for the whole streuch
batwean Concaption and Vantura whoreasvsr possibla the block signals
on the Southern Pacifie R,H. line wars located, and offer easily
racovarad points for any small local resurvey that might b2 n2zded 1o
the nsar futurs.

Gaographic Pamss

This saction is sparsely dabsloped, and thars are
1o new nama8, of importance, Gate, shown or gr2ss:nt chart 5202
is a railroad siding.

Coxo end littla CoXo Just to th: zast of it are
corr2ctly shown as anchorages, although thy zast (1ittl: Goxu)
is not vary good.

It is noted that chart 5202 shows a first class
road extending from the lighthouss along tha shorsline, aud
batwaan it and the railroad. Appar:ndly this wes takar from tha
Gaological quad for this araa, Howsver it is iucorr:et. Thers
is ro road of any kind at plec: shown. Th2 only road is c¢orrect-
ly shown to the peint sast of the ranch 1% miles wast of the
Boint where for all practical purpos:s it stops; resuming at
the Hollister ranch {about 120-20~30y.long) from which point
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on shaxzt 'H' it was again accurately run, This is a private road
but was run as it is ths onlyasecess to this section.

Changas in Shoreline

The shoraline on this shast apgzars unchanged from ths
praviocus work, Vast of the Point it appesars that the sand is making
up a littls, at the base of the cliff8, as saveral flat ledges
at th> bass of the cliffs prsviously shown, ars now buried in ths
sand.

Contours

As the previous work had bhszn done in great dstail, the
tope work dorn2 on this streatch of coast was confinsd largaly to
running the actual shoreline, at the shoreline, instsad of along
tha ¢liff tops; and the contour work confined to taking such shots
gs could bz gecurszd; and whira cortours are shown should bs consid-
arad maraly as a genaral check con the old work; or to show some
artificial changs as cuts,fills, etc., All elsvations showrn, howaver,
arsz considerad accurate.

i, [ AEB D

Harry A, Kslsh\ Supveyor




APFROVAL OF CHIEF OF PARTY

: Topographic sheets lattered "L" to "O" have been inspected
and approved by me, as have the descriptive reports,

L Ty APt

Chas, K, Green,
Chief of Party.
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Section of Field Records

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY NO. 4883 (1933)

Point Conception and Viecinity, Santa Barbara Channel, California
Surveyed: September 1933
Instructions dated: October 31, 1932 (Green)

i

Plane Table Survey Cioth Mounted

Chief of Party - C. K. Green.
Surveyed by - H. T, Kelsh,

1. Condition of Records,

The records conform to the reguirements of the Topographic
Manual with the following exceptions:

8. Names of triangulation and topographic stations asnd notes
regarding land features are shown with slanting letters. The
accepted manner is to use vertical lettering for everything
which does not cover at high water. : -

2+ Compliance with Instructions for the Project.

The survey complies with the instructions for the project.

S« Junction with Contemvorary Surveys.

Satisfactory junctions were made with T-4882 (1933) on the east
and with T-4864 (1933-34) on the northwest.

4, Comparison with Prior Surveys.

a. T-313 {1850).

This is a survey, without projection, on ascale of 1-2000 of
viclnity of Conception Point. A comparison of this survey amd
the present survey was made, and no disagreement was found with
the exception of slight differences in delineation of rocks and
of the low water line.

b. T-1122b (1869).

This survey on scale of 1-40,000 embraces Point Concepticn and
vicinity. 4 general campariscn of this survey with the present
survey shows good agreement in general features.

¢, T=-1122 a (1869) and T-1330 (1873).

These surveys are on scale of 1-10,000 end inclnde all the area
shown on the present survey. There is good agreement in the one

mile of shoreline which is common to T-1330 and the present survey.
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A comparison of T-1122a with the present survey shows good
agreement throughout except where the beach is building out.

The building out is apparent én the present survey where the
high water line is outside of the foot of bluffs and is

confined to the western half of the area included on the

present survey except that the high water lime in Little Coxo
long. 120°25' is now about 30 meters farther out tham on the
former survey. All rocks formerly shown are verified with

the exception of a sunken rock in lat. 34°26'.9, long. 120°26'.6
and a sunken rock in lat. 34°28'.7, long. 120°28'.65. These
will be disposed of in the review of the contemporary hydrographic
SUrvey.

5, Field Drafting.

The field inking of the survey is good.

6. Additional Field Work Hecommended.

The survey is complete and no additional field sork is required.

7. Superseding 01d Surveys.

Insofar as the area actually included on the present survey is
concerned, it supersedes the following surveys for charting purposes:

T-313 (1850) in part.
T-1122 & & b (1869} irn part.
T.1330 (1873) in part.

8, Reviewed by A, F. Jankowski, April 1935.

Examined and approved:

,ﬁgfi;ﬁff,é§314zz<;a///’

C. K. Green,

Chief, Section of Field Reconds. Chief, Division of Charts.
Chief, Section of Field Work. Chief, Division of H. & T.
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