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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT
TO ACCOMPAIY TOPOGRAPHIC SEEET NO. G.
Point Sal,

Central California Coast,
Latitude 34° 54' to 54° 58',

This work was done in accordance with instructions dated November
18, 1932, to the Commanding Officer of the PIONEER, for Project lio. 120
and also those dated April 4, 1932, to the Commanding Officer of the
GUIEE, Project ifo. 101, Viork vas done duling the latter part of lay
and the first part of June, 1934,

CONMTROL

Thercontrol was established by occupying anditaking cuts on trianga-
lation stations located previcusly by F. G. Johnson in 1933 at an approxi-
mate maximum distance of two miles along the coast line. Traverses were
run between these station with the fellowing errors of closure.

A Cliff, 1933, to APt. Sal, 1933 -~ TFlat.
A Pt. Sal, 1933, to A lMussel, 1933 ~ Short 6 meters.
A Llussel, 1833 Yo & Vhele, 1933, Flat for distance, out 5 m, orientation.

Offlying rocks and backlying land features were located by cuts.
Elevations of vprominent peaks and knolls were determined apd contours were
checked from a form line standpoint,

GERERAL DESCRIPTION

This section is characterized by sharp cliffs at or adjacent to the
shore line with 2 backlying ridge running east and west and also by rocky
projecting points with offlying rock groups and islands.

A CLiff, 1933, is located on a grassy knoll about 210 feet high.
The c¢liff is abrupt and composed of dark gray rock, culminating at the
base in a narrow beach of boulders. Immediately north thereof is sbout
1000 meters of sand beach (referred to locelly as Casmalia Beach). As
indicated, some remains of the old landing are still standing, ané the
rozd ends on this beach. The cliff back of this beach varies in elevation
from 100 to 170 feet and is composed of light brown soil broken up by
a short stretch of blue clay. ) -

At the north end of this beach is high rock eliff of blue gray rock,
where the shore line c¢hanges from northwesterly to westerly itrend to Point
Sal., This ¢liff follows the sand beach and projeets at points, which points
are characterized by a profusion of offlying rocks and short inshore reefs.
The rock cliff decreases in height to about 15 feet, but this general charac-
ter of siore line of rocks, rocky c¢liff at points and short stretches of sand
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beach continues to Seal Rock. This shore line approximately parallels

the line of the ridge, the toe of the ridge being, or course, Point Sal,
and the high point being just east of A Peak, 186%, the elevatlon‘%his

point being 1259 feet.

Seal Rock, elevation 54 feet, is white in color with sharp rock
eliffs dark at the base. West of Seal Rock is an extensive group of
awash and sunken rocks and about 500 meters west thereof is ancther
rock group with a smell, low island therein.

Opposite Seal Rock, the rock cliff, now about 100 feet elevation,
dark gray and black in color, marks the shore line, At the base of
the cliff is a continuous narrow reef,

At Point Sal are several offlying rocks awash and two small, low
islﬂths the latter two being neerly a part of the mainland. The steel
hull of a wrecked ship rests against the roclk ecliff of the larger is-
land and of the mainland, APoint Sal is loeated on the higher of two
knolls, elevation 393 feet. The lower and most westerly knoll, eleva-
tion 202 feet, marks the end of the long ridge from & Pesk, 1867, to
Point Sal, This ridge is generally rocky and covered with low brush.
About 600 meters east of A Peak, 1867, the pecks become less sharp
end are grass covered rolling humps.

North of Point Sal is a broad beach, very abrupt at the high water
line, At the back of this beach is a low rock cliff about 20 feet high.
with green grass immediately above and ovsrhangmg'the oliff, This is
apparently due to water seepage over this cliff. Immediately over and
apart therefrom are light sandy bluffs spersely covered with low brush
and grass., This higher bluff, 250 to 300 feet high, at spots encompasses
the low vertical rock cliff and ends directly in the sand beach. At the
north end of this long beach is another rocky point, Mussel Point. The
dark roek cliff, being in general the high water line, is about 30 to
40 feet in elevation and projectsout from the higher cliff of light brown
elay, This ¢liff is generally bare with isolated spots of low brush.
Mussel Point is characterized by offlying reefs and rocks, the strata
of these Pzefs being tilted at about 45°, northerly edge down, and souther-

1y up.

At Mussel Point, the bare dunes start and continue to the Santa

Maria River.

- “The beach north of Mussel Point is of undulating character, being
#> at the high water line, At the back of the beach is a stretch
of low grassy dunes, this being in durn backed up by a grassy sand

‘bank with occasional rock outeroppings and bare, gradual slopes of

buff colored sand. This eliff continues about 1400 meters north of

Mussel Point where it disappearg.

A Whele, 1933, the north terminus of the sheet, is located in o
barehollow surrounded by a narrow stretch of low grassy dunes.
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The beaches throughout this sheet are generally‘gsggg?*bf coarse
sand, soft underfoot below the high water line and are characterized
by riptides.

Point Sal and Mussel Point are both virtually inaccessible by auto-
mobile, roads being no more than ruts in the sand, Foot trails lead to
both.' A

CHANGES IN COAST LINE

At A Cliff, the buildings and railway, and north therecf the buil-
dings, railway and pier, indicated on the original survey do not exist.
A few piling stand on the beach indicating the existence of an old land-
inge

From & Cliff, 1933, toA@~Mussel, 1933 the coast line mainteins the
approximate character of that indicated on the old topo sheet, but with
occasional diserepancies of individual features, particularly at Point
Sal and at Mussel Point. The shore line and rocks as indieated on the
new survey should be used. '

North of 4 Mussel, 1933, the high water line along the sand beach is
more undulating than indicated on the old topographic sheet, being inshore
or offshore at points, and falling on the old survey line at others, A%
A Whale, 1933, the high water line is unchanged.

The contours check exceptionally well except at A Mussel, 1933,
Just south of this station is a small stream enclosed by & deep canyon
not indicated on the old sheets The changes im contours are indicated
by red lines. hsence of inked contours means that the old ones have

bheen checked == are correct.
The knolls indicated by A Point Sal, 1933 elevation 393 feet, and
that of 202 feet elevation, 217 meters south ‘thereof are quite pro-

minent and should be indicated on the charts, as should the ridge extending
down from A Peak, 1867, elevation 1203 feet.

STATISTICS

Shore line 8,9 statute miles, Highway 1.0 statute miles.

rold Clarks
Topographer.,

Forwarded: 7

d. We Swainson,
, Chief of Party,
Commanding PIONEER.

Note: As this is g complete new survey of offlying and inlying features
and shoreline, it Wi+l be given preference over previous survgys,

0.ws,




LANDMARKS

SEAL RCK \

L Thie ialami, 54 feet mwation being of roek ﬁe.veid of yegete_ﬁen,
. white on top and dark at thie base of its stoep cliffs is praainent]g
- vididle tron the south and thu wast and ahoum be charted. e

SHARP PHKI EAST ’\?Eb.K, 156‘7

K Thie naek mnresemts tha higheat point of elem:tion (1259 taat) on.
" the Tange west ‘of Mount Lospe, is & very shwp tip visible rrom sl1 direc-
ticms, and should be eharted : :

-

- "t. 5&1 ‘_1933 _ Elora*uon SWN

Prominmt xmn, xlmtion aoz* -

'I'hm Tnolls. romins the toe or tho ndgo omnnng dom rrm Apnk,
1867, are quite prominent ‘from all directions, :erva as a distiuctive identi-
rieation of Point Sal and ahouid he chaﬂoﬁ,
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"The following determined objects are promment can be readlly dlstmgulshed from seaward from the
description given below, and should be charted.

.
%

Q o Vs eSWﬁiBBm' .

Chief o-f__Pgrty. -

- POSITION ‘ : :

‘3;'0 Shoet G : .
pe _DESCRIPTION Latitude Longitude Batua %z::i%?g%. AEHERTS
o DM metgrs e ;b P'. Meters .
S - 15 . . . ' v

PEAKJLBE)Q') Shaap - |84 B4 | 580 120 B | 468 | 1927 | Topo 8302

- . a . :h V

SRBL FOCE {54') High Pts. |34 63 1765 Lao 39 | 13pe 1927 A hid

4 . . V" .

.mmammm{n S8110%3 3¢ 54 | 37 20 40 B4 | 1827 | Priéng.). . "
' v

Pmmmrr A10LL 3454 | 884 120 "

40 | 28¢ 1987 | T opoe

. A . ¥
A list of objects which are of sufficient prominence for use on the charts, together with a description of the same, must
be furnished in a special report on this form, and a copy of such report must be attached by the Chief of Party to his descrip-
tive report. The selection, determination, and deseription of these points are of primary importance.
. The deseription of each object shounld be short, but such as will identify it; for example, standpipe, water tOWel‘, chureh
gpire, tank, tall stack, red chimney, radio mast, etc. Generally, flagstaffs and like objects are not sufficiently permanent to
chart. ) -

SOVERMMXNT PRINTING QFFICE



Survey No. T6 270

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES
Date._May 7, 1935 CALIFORNIA Chiart No._ 5308

Diagram No. 5302-2

Approved by the Division of Geographic Names, Department of Interior. X
Referred to the Division of Geographic Names, Department of Interior. R

Under investigation. Q
P

New Names Names assigned

Status Name on Survey Name on Chart in local use by Field

Location

Point Sal

Mussel Point s e e (us&s)

e
B
v

Scal Rock ( M.S.Gc.s.)

Ngownso M Y/ssT

K-T-Rdawro
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REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY No. é<270
Title (Par. 56) /2.~7 fﬁ/f//z/ﬂ/'//‘l » Cats Sorrra

Chief of Party (W Swewminn Surveyed by A Clofe  Inked by A Clorrs
Ship SZoncer Instructions dated Ae# /4 /92 Surveyed in My ~Jere (D%

1. The survey and preparation for it conform to the requirements of the
Topographic Manual. (Par. 7, 8, 9, 13, 16.) .—

2. The character and scope of the survey satisfy the instructions. <«

3. The control and closures of traverses were adequate. (Par. 12, 29.)«—

4. The amount of vertical control that the Manual specifies for -con-
tours-formlines- was accomplished. (Par. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23.)
CAhoA clovaFoons Cuhn — J7e provs Caﬂf ours 6;4/7'6
where pecesiary
S The delineation of -contours-formlines- is satisfactory. (Par. 49,

50.)
See Sar &

B There is sufficient éontrol on maps from other sources that were
transmitted by the field party to enable their application to the
charts. (Par. 28.) Aone Svbdpstées

7. High water line -en—mar d ‘ is elear and adequate
for chart compilationm. (Par. 15a 45 44.) —

e The representation of low water lines, reefs; éosalu:eefs and rocks,
and legends pertaining to them is satisfactory. (Par. 36, 37, 38,
9, 40, AL}

9. Rocks and other important details shown on previous surveys and on
the chart were verified. (Par. 25, 26, 27.)

See sEVerse S/

105

11. Iocations and elevations of summits are given. (Par. 19, 51.)

S Jar &
12. The tree line was shown on mountains. (Par. l1l6g.)

NoZ  shown
NOTE: Strike out paragraphs, words or phrases not applicable end modify
those requiring it. Paragraph numbers refer to those in the Topographic
Manual. Use reverse side for extending remarks. p-a17



Par h

T1055 (1867)

Although the scale of T1055 is 1:5,000
the details are not as clear as on a more thorough
survey T1595 which follows. The rocks, reefs and
general shore line are in good agreement with T6270.

T1595 (1879

The present survey is in good agreement
with T1595 except as follows:

North of Mussel Point the present survey
is in good agreement with T1595,

Off Mussel Point, west of @ Rop about

200 neters there is aYrocRk ahown on T1595, Thdg does
not appear on T6270 but is—shown-ee tide rips,on the
contempor: hydrographic suryey H5743, are thoum.
T Aol ot 0T petre gl .

: Off Point Sal, outside the foul area line
there is another rock shown on T1595 that is not shown
on T6270 but is shown on H5743 as a shoal sounding,

The sunken rock and breaker symbol at
Lat. 34°-54',1 Long. 120°-40'.6 is shown as a very
shoal sounding on the contemporary hydrogravhic survey
H5743 (See D.R. of H5743).

6270 supersedes T1055 and T1595 in part.

Chart 530

The present survey is in good agreement
with Chart 5302 except as noted.
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REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY No. 4272 Page 2

The descriptive report covers all details listed in the Manual, in
so far as they apply to this survey. (Par. 64, 65, 66, 67.) Sk

The descriptions of recoverable stations and references to shore line
were accomplished on Form 524. (Par. 29, 30, 57, 67 except scaling
of IMs and DPs, 68.) & cardls svbrmitted

A list of landmarks for charts was furnished on Form 567 and plotting
checked. (Par. 164, e, 60.)

The magnetic meridian was shown and declination was checked./(Par.
175 52.) Mo ent/en(f of Aﬂrf'ﬂ/ Céét/ﬁ?&/ Aeclina Lorre

The geographic datum of the sheet is A A4 /.927@&:){3// and the
reference station is correctly noted. (Par. 34.) .-

Junctions with contemporary surveys are adequate. o

Joms T 62%(193v) on lhe Norlh

Jorns T 6047 (/933) on lhe South
Geographic names are shown on the sheet and are covered by the Des-
criptive report. (Par. 64, 66k.) <~

The quality of the drafting isggood. (Par. 51, 32, 33, 35, 46, 57, 38,
29, 40, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50.) .-

No additional surveying is recommended. .-~

The Chief of Party inspected and approved the sheet and the descriptive
report after—rev¥iew by —

Remarks:

. Reviewed in office by O%m 0’) M %7 07/'7 /956
: Examined and approved:
% 7// @f,ﬁctf s

Chief, Section of Field Records f Field Work

7=

Chiéf, “Divisiofi' of Charts Chief, Division of Hyd. and Top.

R-317



