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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT
TO ACCOMPANY TOPOGRAFPHIC SEEET NO. P.

Central California Coast,
Point Buchon,
Lat. 35° 13.7 to Lat, 35° 16.8

AUTHORTTY
The work on this sheet was performed pursuant to instructions
dated November 18, 1932,to the Commanding Officer of the PIQNEER,

for Project No. 120, and those to the Commanding Officer of the
GUIDE, dated April 4, 1932, for Project No. 101,

CONTROL

- The trisngulation stations in this area were established by
tke party of Chas., Pilerce in 1932,

Both traverse and three point fixes were used on the sheet
as control, the presence of an unusual number of triangulation
stations making the latter method particularly useful.

Traverse
A Islay Point to &lslay Creek 0il Derrick - error 1 meter
too far; adjusted in the field on positions nearest the last tri-

angulation station.

0fflying features were located by suitable cuts as were
those inshorfe features which were not readily accesaible.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

As this area 1s approached from the sea, it will be noticed
that four digtinet types of bluffs make up the shoreline., At
the northern end above Alslay are high sand dunes covered with

“low brush and grass, and resting on a rocky shelf whieh runs some
one hundred meters offshore from the edge of the dunes, T his
sgme shelf of sgedimentary rock underlies the whole area, being
covered at different points by di fferent kinds and thicknesses
of soil, while at some places this sedimentary rock makes up the
entire bluff,

Between Islay Point and Point Buchon the shoreline is extreme-
ly irregular and is greatly cut up by long rock fingers which extend
out into the sea below a bluff of moderate height. It is a most
unusual area; the very center of a syncline. All the edges of
strata are thus exposed producing the innumerable points rumning
out from the shore, ell continuing for a great distance, becoming
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rocks awash, and finally sunken rocks. The rocks are very
long snd narrow, one side of each being & vertical drop and
the other sloping from the highest point into the sea., This
geme characteristic applies to the points of the bluff itself
and may be distinguished on the sheet,

Just north of Valencia Creek the rocky fingers end and from
the south a precipitous vertical bluff continues; Throughout
this section as far as @ FAR there is very 1litfle top soil on
the bed rock, Consequently, the bluffs are sheel rock ¢liffs
and the high islands are the same. Therefore no hatchures are
shown on the sheet nor ie a slope indicated.

Throughout this area whers hatchures are indicated, the
slope is parallel with the strate and this hes resulted in many
cases, particularly arocund Point Buchon, in an undercutting of
the bluffs, a condition which cculd mot be shown on the sheet.

At topographic signal FAR the bluff assumes a slope and
inereases in height for a short distance but disappears glmost
entirely at WIND, again increasing to considerable height be-
tween there and the southem limit. The greater slope to}\“i'ound
here is in the eroded soil overlying the rock shelf which still
remains vertical from fifteen to twenty feet out of the water.
The height of the bluffs varies with a difference in depth of
goil since the rock shelf is almost a level plane, Irregulari-
ties in the shoreline are to e found at points where the rock
has not been eroded and stands.out from the otherwise regular
bluff, From most of these points it will be noticed a reef
continues out into the sea.

The whole area is under cultivation between the W uff tops
and the bese of the hills, which begin to rise between four and
five hundred reters backs The hills just inshore from © Nub
are quite bare up to the very top, The hill tops throughout
" are covered here and there with small pine tress, while most
of the slope is brush covered, spotted with serub oak or serub
pina, Toward the north the pesks are farther away from the
shore and are mainly brush covered. The range of hills is bro-
ken at three points by valley running inshore from CROWBAR,

FAR, amd by Valencla Creek. The center one of thesze is rather
short and from the sea would not be recognized as such. A very
distinet bresk occurs a1 Valencis Creek on the south side of
which the range ends, North of the creek a new series begins,
gradually incrsasing in beight to the most prominent peak in
the whole area, "Valencial, which stands alone, some 2300 meters
back from the shores It is conical in shape, composed of strata
of grey rock slightly inclined, between which brush and grass
grow giving-it a somewhat siriped appearance when ssen near to.
From a distance 1t is merely a conical brush covered peak,
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COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS SURVEYS

There aTe no major changes in shore line to be noted from
a comparison of the present survey with that of 1883, The work
at this time was pursued with considerable attention to deteil
which was noticeably absent in the earlier survey, this will
account for the differences noted in the shore line, Tiroughout
the sheet the previous work has shown the bluffs to be sloping
and hatehures are used. In many instances the width of the bluff
iz shown much greater than the actual case and much detsil has been
obscured thereby, Between A Roy and @ FAR the bluff is vertical
and hatchures were impossible ., This is a true representation of
actual conditions and the only accurate means of showing this asrea,

In general there is ¢lose agreement of the rocks shown in
each case. The old work, however, used no special deaignation
for rocks of different heights and it will be seen that many
shown as islets previously are in reality rocks awash, and have
been so indicated in the present worke Likewise a reef symbol
has here been used which may embrace some pocks formerly shown
separately. :

The reefs were found to be more extensive than previoualy
indicateds All sreas of the sheet were visited at both high and
low water, which will account for the many more sunken rocksg sand
particularly rocks awash, than were shown on the previous survey.,
Many of these could only be seon at the low tide, and would be
missed entirely at any other time.

The shape and exact location of islets may differ somewhat but --.
sufficient care was taken in tleir location to make the present
survey reliable and in genemml the two will be found in close
agreement. :

The long high island close to shore, 200 m, west of CROWBAR
is connected to the meinlend and may be reach afoot. The addition
of two detached reefs should be noted, one west of @ Pil and the
other west of @ Ho,

The ercded bluff up the hill from @ Ash was found to be much
larger than shown, Thore are innumerable rocks off © Wesh and
their irregularity mekes a check between old and new surveys
quite difficult,

Contours were chetked from a form line standpoint, The ele-
vations determined for points onptop of the ridges were found to
be somewhal higher than indicated from the contours and were check-
ed with sufficient cuts and angles to insure their accuracy.

It will be seen that in many cases the elevations ahown
along the bluff are greater than indicated in the 1883 survey,
by from five to fifteen feet, Great care was used inthecking
these points and the slevations here given are correct. Valsn-
¢ia, which is found to be 20 feet lower than indicated on chart
0302, was checked from three points wlth agreement within one

fo Ot'



STATISTICS
Shoreline

Road

. Creek

Forwarded:

14,5 stetute miles,
4,6 stetute miles,

+7 atatute miles,

Eo Me Prudamss,
Topographer.

0. W, maféof,%A%

H, & G, Engineer,
Commanding PIONEER,



RECOVERABLE FLANE TABLE
POSITIONS

Sheet P.

Barn Gable (Bek)  35° 13' 1601 Barn Gable (Bar or 35° 16' 420

120 52 277 Ban) 120 58 670
Windmill (Wind) 35 14 1 Rock Outerop {Out) 35 14 187
120 52 1209 120 53 24

Flagstaff on House 35 16 0947 Barn Gabls {Arm) 3 la 1038
Gable (Spo) 120 B3 152 120 53 312



LANIRARES

Sheet P

Chart 5302
Bern, North Geble

Standing back from the shore at the dase of the hills 4s a
group of farm duildings. The barn is the foremost of the group.

Erogion on Hillside

This erosion is & large area which has been eroded to a verti-
poal binff on the hillside. It iz large and the ground is buff colored
whieh forms s distinet contrest to the surrounding vegetation,

Barn, North Gable

Just below the Eroslion s short distance from tbhe bame of the
hills is a group of farm wiildings. The barn is the most northerly
bullding. ,

Barn, Vect Oebls

This is & group of farm buildings midway between the shore sad
the bills, The largs barn feoese offshore and is' the most woutherly
bullding of the group.

JolencigoFesk

‘Yalencia Peak is the most prominent peak in this particunlar
amea. It stende 2300 meters back from the shore and iz somewhat
econioal in shepe with a rounded top, From some positions it ep-
peers slightly striped simse vegstation grows betwem the strata.
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LANDMARKS FOR CHARTS
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The following determined objects are prominent, can be readily distinguished from seaward from the
description given below, and should be charted.

Chief of Party.

opo chost F.
DESCRIPTION : Lattude Longitude R A =
 BAHE D, GABLE {Fok) S6 15| 1601 Do0 62| oW Ee..mv Topo. | 822 7 ¥/
EROSION, aﬁmxmi HichPY S516| 1043 80 82| 1427 | do | Topo. - sm 0
| . 0ABE fam) |56 14| 2088 Reo 53| M2 | & | & | b3 O
'mw.mf(mnor‘miﬁm 620 320 53| %0 | @ | @ sma ¥ I
VALIEICIA PLAR '(?al:i%;: S5 15| 1406.0020 ‘62| 596 Priong. | . B3og V1
|
‘ i '1 |
- T
i
® | ‘
‘ 3

A list of objects which are of sufficient prominence for use on the charts, together with a description of the same, must
be furnished in a special report on this form, and a copy of such report must be attached by the Chief of Party to his deserip-
tive report. The selection, determination, and description of these points are of primary importance.

The description of each object should be short, but such ag will identity it; for example, standpipe, water tower, church

" gpire, tank, tall stack, red chimney, radio mast, etc. Generally, flagstaffs and like ob]ects aré not sufficiently permanent to
chart,

BOTERNMENY PRINTNG OTFICE



Date._ May 22, 1935

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

CALIFORNIQ

Survey No._ T6288

Chart No._ 95302

Diagram No.

5302=2

Approved by the Division of Geographic. Names, Department of Interior. %

Referred to the Division of Geographic Names, Department of Interior.
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o Under investigation. Q
4 ' New Names Names assigned &
3 Status Name on Survey Name on Chart o g by Field Location
Jolay Creek =~ = | =e—cwoccem-
LI TP modaiain Bask Y
(C-'oon &r on USGS)
Yalencia Creek et homd o 4
Point Buchon =~ | Same
-------- o Lion Rock \/
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Page 1

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY No. 6248
Title (Par. 56) famZ Buchor s Vicarsy, (aldorsma
Chief of Partyd W/ JSweisson Surveyed byEMAydmes Inked by E M Prvetarres
Ship  Poncer Instructions dated Ao /44932 gurveyed in Mow- Drc. /934

& The survey and preparation for it conform to the requirements of the
Topographic Manual. (Par. 7, 8, 9, 13, 16.) «—

2 The character and scope of the survey satisfy the instructions. e

3. The control and closures of traverses were adequate. (Par. 12, 29.) .

4. The amount of vertical control that the Manual specifies for -con-
tours-formlines- was accomplished. (Par. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23.)
Contours of previovs wut acceplod/ - Mo réw Confovwrs olraws

5. The delineation of -contours-formlines- is satisfactory. (Par. 49,

s No oﬁj'//m/ ComFowrs arm Ehis Shael

6. There is sufficient control on maps from other sources that were
transmitted by the field party to enable their application to the
charts. (Par. 28.) Abre suvbrided

7. High water line on-—marshy and mangrove—eocast is clear and adequate
for chart compilation. (Par. 1l6a, 43, 44.)

8. The representation of low water lines, reefs, eeral—reefs and rocks,
and legends pertaining to them is satisfactory. (Par. 36, 37, 38,
39, 40, 41.) e

9. Rocks and other important details shown on previous surveys and on
the chart were verified. (Par. 25, 26, 27.)

Soe Roverse site.

10.

11. Iocations and elevations of summits are given. (Par. 19, 51.)
A Jew odiditrona) elovations laken o J’(’I/ﬂp/é’m&‘??‘ e s SUrveys.
12. The tree line was shown on mountains. (Par. lég.)
Mot shownr
NOTE: Strike out paragraphs, words or phrases not applicable end modify
those requiring it. Paragraph numbers refer to those in the Topographic
Manual. Use reverse side for extending remarks. R-317



Parsgraph 9 -
T1500 a snd b (1881)

The present gsurvey is much more 'in detail than
Ti500 a and b, The off-lying rocks check very well but the
0ld survey used a bare rock symbol many times where a rock

awash symbol no doubt should have been used. Since the topo-

grapher of T6288 made it a point to examine the area at low
water the present survey is no doubt accurate and should
supersede T1500 & and b for that area covered.

Chart 5302

: : The present survey checks the chart very closely,
The foul area runs -the entire length of the sheet,

Ty

..
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13.

15.

16.

17

18.

19.

20-

21.

22.

23.

24‘.

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY.ND. 6288 Page 2

The descriptive report covers all details listed in the Manual, in
so far as they apply to this survey. (Par. 64, 65, 66, 67.) —

The descriptions of recoverable stations and references to shore line
were accomplished on Form 524. (Par. 29, 30, 57, 67 except scaling
of IMs and DPs, 68.) 6 Cords Suvbmitted

A list of landmarks for charts was furnished on Form 567 and plotting
checked. (Par. 16d, e, 60.)

o
The magnetic meridian was shown and declination was checked. (Par.
17, 52.) = Mo note of hawving checked e torr o Forme

The geographic datum of the sheet is A4 (927 (H)jusrad) and the
reference station is correctly noted. (Par. 34.)

Junctions with contemporary surveys are adequate.,
Jorhs T 4925(1934-35) onlhe Narlh By T6287(/93%) on Lhe Sourh

Geographic names are shown on the sheet and are covered by the Des-
criptive report. (Par. 64, 66k.) —

The quality of the drafting is good. (Par. 31, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38,
29, 40, 41, 42, 45, 48, 47, 48, 49, 50.) «—

No additional surveying is recommended.

The Chief of Party inspected and approved the sheet and the descriptive
report after—reviewby —

Remarks:

Reviewed in office by GZ: Op M ﬂy J’é /436
Exemined and approved:

Chief, Sec

®

Chief’, Di‘visio of Charts Chief, Division of Hyd. and Top.

R-317

of Field Records ief, Sectionyof Field Work




