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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Y. S. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

DESCRIPTIVE REPORT TO ACCOMPANY TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET I-1, HADLEY HARBOR,

AND ISIAIDS IN THAT VICINITY.
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INSTRUCTIONS, dated Jan. 17, 1938. (Survey meds by Lt. J.P. Lushene, Report
matde by Lt. Chas. li. Thomas)
GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

This sheet includes the group of islands south,
southwest, and west of Hadley Harbor, about 12 miles southwest of
Tloods Hole, Hass., all of these islands being ovmed by the well
known Forbes family, a prominent and eristocratic clan, the various
families and in-laws of which have been inhabiting and summering in
their elaborate homes on these islands for the past hundred and fifty
years. The very amigble and congenial autocrat of the Forbes clan is
W. Cameron Forbes, former Governor-General of the Philippines, who
gpends his swmmers in "The Mansion", on Naushon Island, near the head
of Inner Harbor., BHany of his relatives and in-laws also spend the
summers at their handsome homes located on the various islands. liost
ell of them, due to their heritage, seem to have a love for the sea,
and various kinds of floating craft, their ancestors having carried on
a lucrative trade with the Orient during the clipper ship days.

lembers of these femilies have done much towards the improvement
of the waters in the viecinity of these islands, to facilitate safe
ravigation of small craft through the waters adjacent to thess islands,
such as having had chennels dredged out, range poles installed, and
numerous docks, bost-houses and floats built, They have alsc had -de-
tailed swrveys wade of these islands, and aerial photographs made of
them, as one member of the Forbes family sesems to be espscially inter-
ested in surveying.

Same of the islands are bare, and soms wooded, as shown on the
topographic sheet. The shore line along most of these islands is
rocky, with numerous boulders of various sizes along same, many of 4
them being well off-shore. However, at short intervals in a few places
the beach is sandy for a short distance, and free from boulders. Such
places are usually used for private bathing beaches.

These islands, as can be seen from the topographic sheet, are
separated by inlets and smell straits through which strong currents ebb
and flow. The three principal ones are called Bast Gutter, Middle Gate,
and Vest Gubtter, across which are low stone bridges, to enable the local
inhabitants to travel from island to island on horseback or in carriapges.
No automobiles are allowed on any of these islands, as these very hospi-
table and congenial people enjoy getting away from the modern methods of
transportation during the summer months, getting back to the "horse and bug-
gy days" for a chenge, where they can enjoy the quiet solitude of the
islands for awhile each year.
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FORM M-238

MEMORANDUM -
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

received July 24,1939

SURVEY Mool registered Aug. 1,1939
DESCRIPTIVE REPORT verified
TR R N AL R No. T -6621 reviewed

approved

This is forwarded in order that your attention may be directed to the matters as indicated below. Pleasainitial in col-
umn 3 as an acknowledgement that your attention has been thus directed. The complete original records are available if
desired. )f you cannot give this your immediate attention, please initial, note, and forward to the next section marked,
calling for the records at your convenience.

ROUTE Initial Attention called to
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Section of Fleld Records

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY NO. 6621 (1938) FIELD NO. T-1

Massachusetts; Vineyard Sound;

Nonamesset Island to- Jobs Neck
Surveyed in May-June 1938, Scals 1:5,000
Instructions dated January 17, 1938 |GILBERT)

Plane Teble Survey | Aluminum Mounted

Chief of Party - C. M. Thomas

Surveyed and inked by ~- J. P. Lushene

Reviewed by - J. A. McCormick, January 29, 1941
Inspected by - H. R. Edmonston

1. Junctions with Contemporary Surveys

A satisfactory junction was effected with T-6622 (1938)
on the east. Present project instructions do not.
'call for new plane table surveys on the west.

2e Com arison with Prior Surveys :
T-TgI (1845}, 1:10,000; T-1858 (1888- 89)i 1:5,000

Aside from some filling in of sand and marsh, changes
In the area between 1845 and 1938 have been minor and
it 1s probable that they are of far less extent than
those caused by the hurricane of September 1938 (de-
seriptive report, page 2). Rock detall on the present
survey 1s not as complete as that of T-1858 and inland
detall, in accordance wlth project instructions, was
not determined to the same extent as on the earlier
survey. Because of the considerable detail which must
be retained from T-1858 and because of the hurricane
changes, the present survey should be used only to
supplement prior Information.

3. Comparison with Chart 249 (New Print of Aug. 20, 1940)
Chart 348 (New Print of Aug. 8, 1940)

a. TOQOErthI

Sunken rocks charted in Lat. 41° 30.1'; Long.

70° 41.8' were reported by Mr. Alexander Forbes
(see descriptive report, page 1) in Chart Letter
340 of 1924. These rocks are shown more accur-
ately on T-1858 and should be charted from that
survey. Corrections have already been applied

to Chart 249 from the present survey but more
could be added. The charted name "Veckatimest I."
obscures rock detail from T-1858 recommended for .
retention 1n the preceding paragraph.
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T-6681 (1948) - 2

b. Alds to Navigation

Charted positidns of fixed aids in the srea
are substantlially as shown on the survey.

Condition of Survey-

Satisfactory.

Compliance with Instructions for the Project

Neither the present survey nor the accompanying
hydrographic survey, H-6348 (1938), are complete as
regards offlying rocks and obstructions.

Additional Field VWork Recommended

Because of hurricane changes and because of deficiencies
in navigational informestion, complete new hydrographic

and alr photographic surveys of this area have been

fecom?ended in the reviews of H-6348 (1238) and T=-6622
1938} . '

Superseded Surveys

T-191 (1845) only, 1ias superseded in part.

Examined and approved:

/S Mo

Chief] Section of Field Records Chief, Division of Charts

—

Chief, Division of Coastal
Surveys



