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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT

to accompany

TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET No. T 6647

NIKOLSKI, UMNAK ID., ALASKA

UeSeColiGeSs5+ SURVEYOR

A. M. SOBIERALSKI, He&GeEs, Vchnmandi_ng_

Project H.T. 176

Scale 1:20,000

AUTHORITY:
_ The Director's Instructions dated April 13, 1934 and Gyl
February 3, 1938, To instructions dated
Mar |, | ‘r;',.g x "u‘rara.".cj

. This survey covers that portion of the Island of Ummak

‘around the native village of Nikolski’ (Ummak P.0,) from OKEE PT.
(suggested name) about five miles north of the village to CAPE STARR
(suggested name) which is about four' miles west of the village and
at which point the coast line makes a sharp bend to the southward.
Also covered are Ananiuliak Island and a 1:10,000 scale insert of
the immediate area around Nikolski.

% $-52°565
h-168"52'0

Rk

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

The highwater 1line for the most part rums along a gravel
and rock beach which is fringed to a varying distance offshore by
rocky reefs, large boulders, and kelp. lMany of the reefs have jagged
rocks which actually are above high water but which are covered ex=
cept on very oalm days by the heavy swell. The most prominent of
these are indicated on the sheet in solid black but because of their o
sige are hardly distinguishable on a survey of this scale. On the ;
wost side of Ananwaliak Island the rocky ledges (all above highwater) p
over which the surf pounds extend 40 to 60 meters inshore to the grass
line. The dashed lines outside of the reefs indicate foul areas with
numerous sunken rocks.

Except on very calm days there are few places where safe
landings can be made. In the winter when heavy northwesters are 2 v
blowing it, often times, according to the natives, is impossible to gy
land even at the village. Dories are hauled overland to the bight® *::ffa;_;z.;?
near Sheep Creek where landings are possible in most eny weather.

The hills with few exceptions. are rolling and are carpeted
with a thich mat of grass. The earth is very compact and retains so
much moisture that even on the tops of hills and along the ridges
there are frequent marsh areas. ;
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The rocky reef north of the village is practically covered
at highwater except for a few scattered rocks and the pier like ledge N
on which triangualtion station NE BASE is located.

NIGGERHEAD:

Ft abeve MHW
Niggerhead,, known also as High Hill, the highest hill in ¢ 52285
the immediate locality is very prominent not only because of its gy
height but also because of its peouliar formation., It is econe shaped v
with the tip cut off making it flat toppeds The sides except for the
~ east are steep, rocky, and rugged. :

SHEEP CREEK:

With the exception of the stream which drains the lakes near
the village, this is the largest creek in the vieinity. It extends $-52°-575
northeastward into a broad marshy valley dotted with numerous small A-red-sto
lakes and ponds. Here, as at the stream rumning throughtthe village,
the natives construect a fish trap across the mouth for catching salmon.

NIKOLSKI (UMNAK P.0.)t

Nikolski, a native village with but few white inhabitants
is the largest village in the Aleutian Islands west of Unalaska,
Fishing and trapping are the means of livelihood and also the har-
vesting of the seals in the Pribilof Islands employs some of the men
during the summer season. ;

The store and the Russian church are painted white e
and are the most prominent buildings in the village. The church has =" ™F

two crosses, one on the peak of the hipped roof and the other on the Most conspiguous

peint in village

belfry tower. The latter was located as a signal for hydrography and
called "HOPE". The store oarries few supplies and is stocked only dur-
ing the trapping season. :

The Bureau of Indian Affairs school house is an old ram=
shackled building which they hope to replace in the near future. The
school teacher in charge and his wife were most hospitable and they
endeavored in every way to be helpful to the survey party.

&y

The ranch buildings of the Aleutian Livestock Company are
about one quarter of a mile southwest of the village. This company
is engaged in the raising of sheep for wool. Because of the limited
market and the high transportation costs the meat packing end of the
business has not been developeds The company has several thousand
head of sheep which are sllowed to graze more or less unrestricted
over the south end of the island., During June and July they are
rounded up for shearing. The wool is seid to be of very fine quality
because of its long clean fibers free from burs. The company also
has about a dozen horses and several milk cows which are quite &
rarity in the islands. Most of the horses are broken to the saddle
and are used to round up the sheep and to transport supplies to out-
lying ocamps. The buildings consist of living quarters, barms, and v
store houses, %the largest being the shearing barn (Gan)*whioh % Land mark.
looms prominently on the sky line from the anchorage off Kelp Pt. '

N v

K e
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The wool storage building (©® Red) is sheathed with shect metal painted
red and makes & conspicuous landmark.

The mound on which trisngulation station ASTRO is located
is an old village site which has proved very interesting to the noted
enthropologist, Ales Hrdlicke. He and his assistants spent several

. weeke during the summer of 1938 making excavations on this site.
- * See list
MUBLLBR ROCK (suggested name): ey

name .

This is & submerged rock at the entrance to the channel
leading to the inner anchorage of Nikolski Harbor. The location of this
rock nearly always can be determined by the breaker over it. In :
 westerly weather at high water it occasionally breaks very heavily, N
oresting a dengerous surge across the channel towards Rudisell Reef.
This surge wes the cause of the strending of a boat in 1938 which re-
sulted in the loss of two lives.

RUDISELL REEF (suggested name):

Recommenae

This reef located at the entrance to the inner enchorage of

Nikolski Harbor is practically c overed at high water. In heavy Weather =~ °¢
the seas even break over the narrow outer ledge of rocks whioch are $- 52" 568
ebout 4 ft. ebove H.W. It, however, serves as an excellent natural h-1e8°- 52.2

breskwater and protects the beach at the village.

CAMEL ROCK:

to U35,

Camel Rock’(suggested neme) is a prominent formetion of e
black rock which from the eastward locks like a kneeling camel. Often )-168° 565
times it looms up in the fog like a deteched rock while the lighter
colored bluff behind it is obscured. The outside or north face is
nearly verticle and is higher than at the point where the rock joins
the bluff.

y
PANCAKE ISLAND: ‘ -

Re ".S.m,g].' md

Lock b
Panceke Isiand (suggested name) is a low (12—Fb+) flat S Torspnyes s

OF Zrcate
Cock and et

rocky reef. From a distance only the higher portion at the east end

is visible and it has the appearance of flet panceke lying on the See 72 67/2 (1939) |

" surface of the water. :

SURVEY METHODS:

The plane table andstadis were used. Short traverses which
with exceptions noted below closed flat, were ryn between triangulation
stations. The traverse around the west side of Shie? Island which s et
sterted at trtma{;lltion stetion CHIEF ISLAND LIGHT end ended at © REN rria, ke
failed to close by eight meters. It was adjusted by the method des-
cribed on page 57 of the topographic manual. Topographic station KEN
had been located by intersecting cuts teken from the mainland. The st
control was such that the location of nearly ell topographic signals
could be checked by intersecting cuts.

phit
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As there were single lens air photographs (Scale approximately~ }
1:5,000) covering most of the area of this sheet, little rodding or ~ %
sketching of detail was done in the field. Points spaced about 200 to po)
400 meters along the shore line which definitely could be identified | w 3 '\
on the photogrephs were located on the sheet. Criticel offshore rocks R Iy
also were locateds The detail then was traced from the photographs * é
and reduced to the located points by means of the projector. b

S

Panaake*Islmd was not occupied by the topographer as it was g ‘
impossible to land on the days when in this vicinity. The detail was Horp |
reduced from the photographs end wes oriented by means of cuts taken T_n;? l': {:{;% :
from a sounding launch. Delcted From |

: T-664T (1938)

Elevations were determined by the usual method of vertioi‘.o
angles measured with the alidade to points located by intersecting cuts.

w |

The declinatoire (No. 214) with which the magnetic meridian ’

was determined, was tested at the Green Lake magnetic station at the e |
beginning and at the end of the field season. %!S]ee 1938 report on '
Magnetics). 1
JUNCTIONS: ‘
; No junctions were made as work on adjoining sheets either heas Juncliens
not been completed or has not been started. et s, ]
CONTROL: |

The contrel for this sheet consisted of well located second .
and third order triangulation.

COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS SURVEYS:

The only previous survey with whioch to meke & comparison is
the one made in 1925, As it was a reconnaissance survey and was rather
sketchy, no detailed comparison could be made. It is noted, however,
that all prominent features on the 1925 survey have been located on
this sheet.

=
N

NAMES :

ANANIULIAK ISLAND is the name given the kite shaped island
about § miles northward of Nikolski on the 1825 survey and on Chart
No. 8802. Also this is the name which is used in the light list.
Locally, at the present time, it is known as Chief Island because & .
former chief of the village tends the light and traps on the island,

A few years ago for the seme reason it was known as Finnigen's Island,

Since the netives apparently change the name every time e new man is v
in charge of the island, it is suggested that the neme Ananiulisk

Island be retained. 3

ANANIULIAK LIGHT is the name used in the light list,. i

The name OKEE PT. is suggested because the sheep station in N |
the bight to the eastward is looally known as Okee Bay.,




- B

] The following neames are suggested because they are considered
descriptive:
NORTE ANCHORAGE :
SEAWEED PASSAGE ~ 6 Rece i
INNER ANCHORAGE * i

KELP PT. is the name shown on the 1925 survey and is considered
descriptive.

SHEEP CREEK is a well e stablished loceal name. N

In memory of the two men Karl Mueller eand Maurice G. Rudisell,
who lost their lives in this locality during the 1938 season, the fol-
lowing names as shown om the sheet are suggested:

MLLER ROCK (Sunken reck )l Sce nole abo r.l”mueﬂr:r Cnvc”_
RUDISELL REEF ™

NIKOLSKI seems to be a well established name. The village, i
however, is also known as Umnak end mail is addressed to Umnak. It, g TTV‘-ﬂ

therefore, is suggested that the name UMNAK P.O. be placed in parenthesis ...
after the neme Nikolski. names,

UMNAK LAKE is the name suggested for the lake south of the :

village because it is the largest lake on Umnak Island. : 2
It is suggested that the name NIKOLSKI HARBOR be considered * iikeski Bay

to include all the area from Ananiuliak Island to Cape Starr. o aaisle

- EIDER Isnﬂmkis the name suggested for the small island reef "Fiser Reck <
ebout one mile northwest of Niggerhead because & number of eider ducks Feamnendels

nest there. .

CAMEL ROCK is suggested as a neme for the large rock located . \e
at Lat, 52° - 56122, Long. 168° - 56155 (See description above). 7« 3

The neme CAPE STARR is suggested in order to preserve in ~
memory the old steamer Starr which for many years served this ter-
ritory. :

The name PANCAKE ISLAND is suggested for the reef which is
about seven miles west of the village. (See description above.) = ric?
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LIST OF TOPOGRAFHIC SIGNALS

NAME DESCRIPTION

Aot P Whitewash on driftwood signal.

Add . Whitewasgh.

Age Whitewash on pinnecle rock.

Alr Whitewash on driftwood signal.

Art Whitewash on tangent of cliff.

Ash Whitewash on prominent black roock.

Ate Top of waterfall.

Awe Whitewash,

Bean Driftwood signal,

Bat Whitewssh on Stile.

Bee Whitewash.

Bug Whitewash.

Cen Whitewash on rock outeropping.

Coo ¥ Whitewash on side of prominent black roock.

Dav Small green pinnacle on gravel beach.

-Pid Whitewash on prominent rock outcropping.

Doc Driftwood signal.

Dor «~ - Whitewash.

Dry Whitewash.

Dub Whitewash.

Duc - Whitewssh.

Dul - Whitewash.

Bzg Post on hill

Eel Driftwood signal,

Eve Whitewmsh on rock outoropping.

Fib Whitewssh on CAMFL ROCK. .

Fur - Whitewash.

Gab East gable of shearing barn.

Guy Whitewash on most southerly rock outoropping
on bluff.

Hem- 38 ft. grassy topped pinnecle.

Hen _ Driftwood signal.

Hit Whitewash on small pinnacle rock.

Hope Cross on church bellfry.

Hot Driftwood signal,

How ' Driftwood signal.

Hum Whitewash on logs.

Ice Whitewash.

Ike . Whitewash,

Jeam Driftwood signal.

Jaz . ‘Whitewash. .

Jew Whitewash on prominent outcropping rock.

Jus ~* Whitewash.

Ken - " Whitewash.

Lew ' Whitewash.

Lit Whitewash.

Lop Whitewash,

Mie Whitewash on grassy mound

Net Whitewnsh on prominent rock outcropping.

0dd Whitewash,

041 Whitewash on stile.

Out Whitewash.
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NAME

QOze
Par .-
Pat

- Por

Pin
Pip
Pipe

Put .-
Red
Rex
Rik
Rip -«
Rod -~
Row
Rum -~
Run +
Rut.
Sim
Stor
Sun
Teb
Tag
Tat -

Ted

Tise
Tom
Via
Wet
Who
Wor

-7-

¢

DESCRIPTION

Whitewash.

Whitm Bho

Driftwood signal.

Driftwood aignal,

Whitewash,

Whitewash.

Clay pipe on NW cormer of most
house in Nikolski.

Whitewash.

N. Gable of red warehouse,

Driftwood signal.

Whitewash,

Whitewnsh.

Whitewash.

Whitewash, N

Whitewash.

Whitewash.

Whitewash.

Driftwood Signal,

NW corner of store building

Whitewsash,

Whitewesh.

Whitewasgh,

Whitewash.

Whitewash.

LIST OF TOPOGRAPHIC SIGNALS (continued)

Northerly

Whitewash on top of offshore rock.

Driftwood Signal,
Driftwood Signal.
Whitewash.

Whitewash on’large black offshore roock.
Whitewash on edge of rock outeropping.

STATISTICS

Statute miles of shore line
Statute miles of shore line (lakes)
Area in square statute miles
Number of elevetions

[

@0 b
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This sheet and these records are respectfully submitted:

et Mt es

FRED A, RIDDELL, Jr. H.&G.E.
U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey

Approved:

M
A, ). SUBIERALSKI, T.6G.E.

U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey

Forwarded:

Commanding Officdr
Us8eCa&GaS+3. SURVEYOR
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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT verified
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umn 3 as an acknowledgement that your attention has been thus directed. The complete original records are available if
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REVIEW OF T- 6647

APPLICATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS

e
1, Bmimiix Filling in Q_detail

(2) On the photographs there hes been outlined in ink the M.HJW. line, rocks,

reef limits, shoal areas ect. rhis interpretation has been used the transfer

i tr(éez fage 4f571)  deseriptive
of detail from the photographs to the topographic sheet, However the,\roport
does not state how the interpretation that is marked on the photogrpahs was

obtained; there is no mention of field inspection of the photographs having
delineation
been made. It is assumed that +the imkmrprmxmtimm that has been marked om
the photographs was obteined by actual inspection of the photographs in the field,
(b) Numerous points mxmxmmrkedxsmxthex have been picked and circled on the
prints. Apparently most ofthese are radial points. Ermmxamxexaxinztizmxefxih
From & comparsion of the prints to the topographic sheet , it appears thet the

points

sheet, bnt are not otherwise identi alloon tho z
ity s [op4? prik pon? on 7R ""/‘1’/

0Ty are r7grkec
2« ®Erom Form lines

(a;, The »mx descriptive report does mot state +o what extent the photographs
were used in drawing the form lineﬁ. Because of the scale difference between the
photographs and the topographic survey, the imrxgmxzmxitwxmfxtkmxphmtmz relation
between the scale of the photographs sndthe contour interval, end the lack of
complete_caferage of the photograephs in the interior portions of the area xmewyms
surveyed, it is essumed that very little use, if any, eb=edds was mede of the
photographs for form lining.

34 Pancake island

ot
It is explained in the deseriptive report that Pemceke Island vas not

virited, but that it wes drewn from the photographs/ oriented by cuts from the

sounding launch. xkexmxzrsxmexpsintxxmarkedxsmxike There is only one point om
picked
rancake Island which has been xmrksi® on the photosraphs. This eprears to e

i
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DIVISION OF CHARTS
SURVEYS SECTION
REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPEIC SURVEY NO. T-6647 (1938) FIELD NO. N-37

Aleutlian Islands - Umnak Island, Nikolskl Bay
Surveyed in July - August 1938, Scale 1:20,000
Ingert Scale 1:10,000

Instructions dated February 3, 1938, March 1, 1938 (SURVEYOR)

Plane Table Survey with part Aluminum Mounted
of the topography from air
photographs

Chief of Party - A. M. Sobieralski
Surveyed by -~ F. A. Riddell

Inked by ~ F. A. Riddell

Reviewed by - H. F. Stegman, June 1ll, 1941
Inspected by - H. R. Edmonston

1. Junctions with Contemporary Surveys

Junctions with T-6648b (1938) on the east (form lines
only), T-6712 (1939) on the south, and T-6713 (1939)
on the northeast, are satisfactory.

2. Comparison with Prior Surveys

H-4501 (1925), scale 1:20,000

H~-4501 is a reconnaissance survey on a local datum
containing topography covering most of the area of the
present survey. In general the agreement between the
two surveys is fair to good. The following major dis-
crepancies were noted:

a. In the vieinity of Lat. 52° 56', Long. 168° 55!
the shore line on H-4501 is about 400 meters
north of that shown on the present survey. This
difference is belleved to be due to inaccurate
sketching on H-4501.

b. The elevation of Niggerhead, Lat. 52° 58,5!,
Long. 168° 51.3', is shown as 780 feet on H-4501
while the present survey shows it to be 712 feet.

There are no dangers on H-4501 which were not
located on T-6647. The present survey supersedes
this reconnaissance survey.



T-6647 (1938) - 2

3. Comparison with Chart 8802 (Latest Print dated 11-1-40)

. Topography

Charted topography originates principally with
the survey discussed in paragraph 2 above. The
elevation of Niggerhead is 1n agreement with
that shown on the present survey, and the steep
slopes slong the shoreline are shown by hachures.
The present survey supersedes the charted topog-
raphy. ' .

b. Alds to Navigation

Ananiulisk 1ight, located by triangulation, is
charted in its correct position. The triangula-
tion station name is Chief Island Light, 1938.
This is the only charted aid tec navigation within
the area of the present survey.

c. Magnetic Meridian

. The magnetic meridians were determined at three
points within the area of the present survey.
The observations at stations Kol 1925 and Skip
1937 agree closely with the charted values. The
value of observation at station Tang 1938, Lat.
52° 56.2', Long. 168° 57.4' is about 1° 15! W.
of the interpolated charted value of 13° 50! E.

4. Condition of Survey

Satisfactory.

S Compliance with Instructions for the Project
Satisfactory.

6. Additional Field Work Recommended

None.

7. Superseded Surveys

H-4501 1in part (topography only)

Md - appm% % i ,

Chief,Surveys Section Chief, Di}isio f Charts

Chief, Section of Hydrography Chief, Division of Coastal
' sSurveys



