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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT |
TO ACCOMPANY TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET C-40 T6'766
ISLANDS IMAEDIATELY EASTWARD OF DEER ISLAND
'  SANDMAN REEF o
ALASKAN Pﬁn:}xsm
PROJECT 0. HT~219
1040

1. Authorityi-

The aufhority for the work embraced by this topographioc
sheet 15 embodied in the "Instruofiona“ of the "Director,” U. S. Comst
md Geodotic Survey to the "Commanding Orﬁcﬁr," Ue Se Se DISGOVERE‘.R
dated Morch 8, 1938 (and Bupplemantai inatructions dated April 6, 1939

and February 6, 1940.)

2, General Description of the Areate
The area covered by this sheet includes the islands and rocks

irmediately Eastward of Deer Island, and lying betwsen Latitudes 54° 47°
N and 54° 55' N and botweon Longitudes 162° 00* ¥. snd 162° 10' W,
Aside from Midun Islands and it's surrounding rocks, which were surveyed
in 1939, the remaining islets fall into 4 distinot groups which will be
described immediately following, "_’l‘he first three might, however, be con-
sidered as bolcméing to oﬁe_ group under the nams "Buyan Islands,”

e The group on which triangulation station PATTON, 1011~
1936 is located copﬂists of trvo large islets viith & number of small=-
T rocky islets and detached rocks adjéc.!entltheroto. and, in addition,
& group of .tm large rocks surrounded by rocky ledges lying about
500 meters South-Southwestward of the main island. The Northweatern

{sland of the entire group is the largest aund alopes gently upward



. - & _6
from the rooky Western'.sh_ore to the rock cliffs on tho Eastern side;
This gentle slope is grass-covered. The other rocks anﬁ 1;10ta are
bare rock with steep aildes., A confinuoua kelp pateh, ‘na indicated
on the survey, surrounda.t‘he islet group. There is no baach, boulders
' fringe the shore and rock ledges oxtend to the low water lire snd then |
£all off steeply. No _J.oc.al name could bé determined for this group.
L bs - The Buyan Islands are a group of islets and rocks which
116 in Latitude 54" 52.6' N, and. extend about 1} miles in an 2ast and
. Wost direction botveen Longitudes 162° 06' W, and 162° 07' W. 4 lone
rock of small area lies about 0.8 mils South-Southwestward of the Woste
ern end of the Buyan Islands and should de. considersd a part of the v’
groups This rock is surrounded by an extensive kelp patch which terme
inates some 250 neters Southiarﬁ at a lone rock which bares 2 feet at.
mean lower low Watef and shows a continuous bre#ker.
The two larger islets, lyixié nsar the #eatern end of the
Buyan Islands are flat-topped and grass=covareds Triangulation atation
" DUYAN, 1936 is near the Bastern end of the Aortherly islet. The re~
maining rocks aro"bare_. the stdes of the larger ones be-ing almost ver=
tical cliffs. There are numerocus off-lying rocks and reefs, 'Kelp is
much in evidence. | | |
Buyan Island {8 a placs name formerly charted and verified
locally. ‘
® 2. A group of 4 amall rocks of low elevation and a numbor of -
orr_;lying rodl;'s- which bare at mean lower io;v water are looated in Lati-
tﬁd_§ 54% 54.6' N., Longitude 162° 02.2' W. Triangulation station ROCK ./
19111936 is located on the Basterly rock, slevation 16 feet. EKelp and

foul ground eiténﬂu for a considerable distance to the EZastwsrd, An

extensive .io1p patoh also extends Westward of the group.

i 2
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There is no local name for this islet group.
ds A large rock islet of basalt formation is located in
Latitude 54° 47,9 W., Longitude 162° 08,9 W, The Southerly and
Westerly sides ave almost veriical cliffs. The Northern aside is
also rocky at the water cdge but slopes up'gnﬁmlly and succeeds
to a grassy slope. The top of the islet is flat and grass-covered,
From the MWG and Southward the island shows a large detached
pinnacle at it's Bastern end (topographic signal OSCAR).

An arch of rock spans a narrow channel thru the islet
near it's Hastern end and there is a ¢ave, accesasible only by boat,
in the Western side, A rocky reef lies imnediately dorthward of
the Bastern end of the islet, There are only two small spots which
remain uncovered a% high water: The Southern shore of the islet
cannot be approashed by boat due o the continuous surf beating on
the out~lying rocks indicated on the sheeb. A kelp pateh extends
soms distance Westward of this islet and also surrounds the rocky
reef to the Kortheastward. ‘

8 There 18 a reef, awash at high weter, about 0,7 mile
Northward of Basalt Rock (the islet just previously deseribed)
and 1lies in the direstion of Miduu Island, This reef, although

within the area embraged by this sheet, was surveyed in 1939. 7=67a1(1937)

3,  Landmarics:-
The islands themselvos ave the only landmarks. —

Control wes furnished by the triangulation of 1936 supp= 3
lemented by one station losated in 1940, The datum used is Unalaskaj

the positions are derived from unadjusted field computations.
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: The three marked topographic stations NAY 1940, YAN 1940 and -
BIG 1940 were located by intersection and resection on triasngulation sta=

tions,

The usual topographic survey methods were used, No iraverses
were run. With the exception of the "rock bare 2 feet, mean lower low '
. water" in Latitude 54° 51.7' N., Longitude 162° 07.2' W. which was lo=
cated by intersection, all uffulying rocks and reefs were located by di-
‘rect rod readings.
In inking the sheets the low water line is delineated by a
dotted line., This should not be construed ¢o indicate sand or pebbly
beach, All of the islets and rocks are surrounded by rocky ledges. is
that symbol used on a swrvey of this secale would have obliterated much i
of the essential topographic detail the dotted line was resorted %o as
an indication of the low water lina and of the extent of the reeky ledge |
which is bare atl mean lower low water. |
. Juetionsi~
—¢7168 (17%0)
: This sheet joins topographic sheet B-40 to the Sonthward;
survey shests J~30 (T=6701) and H-39 (1-6700) lie to the Westward.
A diserepancy was moted in the junetion at topographic
station BIG 1940, which was located in 1959 on sheet J=39 (T-6701),
apparently by intersection. The 1939 position was transferred to this
sheet. In 1940 the signal, which was standing from the previous year,
was intersscted from triangulation station BUYAN 1959 end when visited
vy the topographie party was located by resestion on MIDUN 1936, BUYAN
1936, ROCK 1911-1936, and NIGRUD 1940, A permanent mark was placed in

1940 locatron

position, The 1940 posiiion shows a difforence of 21 meters from the o “7@
P cerprecy. . |
1939 position, The azimuth line shown on this sheet extends toward a @v’hy gl

er T-6vor Teo
agree with

I¢yo position
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ONIP (T-&70()

d gnal on a rock toward the Southwestward.

2. Declination:~

mgmtio Mi tion was E?wnnm of d«lizg
No. 199 at the 6 -ﬁation: listed below, S fference was d at topo-
graphie station NAY and the declination was therefore re-msasured on August
5, 1940

Chavlec]

2 Triangulation station PATTON 1936 BT T

by Triangulation station BUYAN 1936 e,

S .'.Eepmlua station YAN 1940 18° o8 &,

& Topographic station BIG 1940 18° 47" &,

8s Topographic station NAY 1940 (May) R — 2y

Topographie station NAY 1940 (Aug.) 19° 42’

£a Triangulation station ROCK 1936 ~ 29° o

8. _Plase Namesi-
I Local residents were interviewed for place names ﬁut with little

success.

Buyan Island is a loecally known place name and has been formerly
charted, It is recommended that the new charting be "Buyan Islands" as a
number of islands mﬂn %h;h‘ groups.

The lavge islet in Latitude 54° 47.9' N., Langitude 162° 08.9° W.
has no well established local name although Father Hotoritsky of Belkofski
inmmttumwmofmmtmuuwm This islet

o

e

is characterized by it's colummar basaltic rémﬁm; it is the only one of
such definite formation in the area. 'MﬁWk-wwd
as suitable for this islet by the topographer.

Area, square statute miles 0.2

Shore line, statute miles 5.0
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GEOGRAPHIC NAMES
Survey No.

7-6766

Name on Survey

Alaske Peninsula

Deer Island

I Sendman Reefs

Patton Island

—

Buyan Is?anﬁﬂ

| Basalt Rock

Rock Island,
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DIVISION OF CHARTS
REVIEW SECTION - NAUTICAL CHART BRANCH

REVIEW OF TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY REGISTRY NO. T-6766

B FIELD T0. G0~
Southwest Alaska, Deer Island, Buyen Ids. & Vicinity

Surveyed May - June 1940 Scale 1:20,000

Instyructions dated March 8, 1939 -
February 6, 1940

Plane Table Survey .  Aluminum Mounted

Chief of Party - L. D. Graham

Surveyed by - E. A. Delly

Inked by - E. A. Delly

Reviewed by - R. H. Carstens, April 8, 1947
Inspected by - H. W. Murray

1. Adjoining Surveys
The present survey adjoins T=6700 (1939) and T-6701 (1939)
on the weat, T-6965 (1940) on the south and T-6896 (1942)
on the east. There are no contemporary topographic surveys

on the north. However, all island and rock detail shown
here on the present survey is‘complete.

The topography consists of rocks and islands, none of which
are in gommon with adjoining surveys.

2. Gomparison with.Prior Suiveys

There are no prior surveys in the area by this Bureau. '

- 3, Comparison with Chart 8703 (Latest print date 11/2/46)
8860 (Latest orint date 11/17/L5)

A. Topography
The present survey has been completely applied to
these chgrts. No further comment is necessary.
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5.

6.

T-6766 (1940} - 2.

(Continued)
B. Magnetioc Variation

Observed values of the magnetic variation differed
from the charted value by as much as 2°12'. The
index correction of the declinatoire was not deter-
mined.

COndition of Survey

The survey was inked neatly.

As gtated ln the Descriptive Report the dotted line
delineating the low water line represents ledge and
not sand or mud.

The Descriptive Report is clearly written and covers all
matters of importance except an account of the standardi-

. zation of declinatoires.

camnliance with_ the Project Instruetlons

The present survey adequately complies with the
Instruotions.

Additional ‘Work Reoommended

This is an excellent survey and no additional work is
required.

Examined and Approved:

o & . ‘

I. E. Rittend C. M. 4
Chief, Nautical Chart Branch [GHlef, Division0f Charts

P e

Chief, Division of Coastal
Surveys



