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IESCRIPTIVE REPORT
TO ACCOMPANY
TOPOGRAFHIC SHEET A
PROJECT NO. 235
GRAYS HARBOHR ENTRANCE
WASHINGTON

INSTRUCTIONS

.The ﬁ;rk on this sheet was done in accordance with
Instructions dated April 13 and 26, 1939. TField work was begun on
December 13, 1939, and completed December 28, 1939.

SCOPE

The area covered by this sheet extends from Latitude 46° 54t
to 46° 57.5' at the entrance to Grays Harbor. The work on the ocuter
coast was to extend only to the jetties, but the shore line could be
rodded in for a distance of 1/4 mile south of South Jetty without de-
laying the party. No trace of the North Jetty could be found om the
outer coast, so the survey of the shore line was extended to Latitude
46° 571,
JUNCTION

This sheet joips Sheet C on the southeast corner along the
124° 06' Meridian. The junction has been compared and is satisfactory.

Sheet E will join this sheet in Armstrong Bay, but no field work has



been done on it as yet.

' CONTROL

The control for this survey consisted of six triangulation
gtations, four on the south side of the entrance and two on the north .
gide. Two of the six stations were established in 1909, and had been
recovered by W. M. Seaife's triangulation party in 1939. He eastab-
lighed the other four statioms with second-or@er acocuracy.

Station EAST BASE was still in pla;e at the time of the
survey, but it has now been wWashed out.

An interesting bit of history is éttached to Station LOH%//;yl‘
TREE. This was formerly a large‘tree on Damon Point, and was shown
g8 a landmark on all maps and charts. The tree has now been partially
destroyed , but a 12 foot stump remains. The U. S. Engineers have
built a large tripod tower over the stump for their use as a hydro-
graphic signal. The top of the tripod was the point cut in by Lieut.
Scaife as a triazngulation station. This is about 2 meters northwest

of the center of the stump. On a four foot boulder about 5 meters

southeast of the stump was found a bronze tablet with the following - V.

r
4
o

inscription:

"Pradition links this tree with the name of Capt. Robert
Gray, who on May 7, 1792 entered this harbor in his ship COLUMBIA.
This tablet was erected in his honor by Robt. Gray Chapter, Daugh-

ters of American Revolution, May 7, 1911. Site donated by Mr. 4. O.

Damon. "
It is believed that Capt. Gray used this tree as a signal

in his reconnaissance survey of the harbor.



METHODS

Standard Coast Survey methods were used on this survey.
There was sufficlent control so that no long traverses were necesseary
and no adjustments were required. At the time the field work was in
progress, the tides were high, and there was little opportunity to
locate the low water line. The sanding along the shqre indicates the
character of the shore and does not represent the low water line. The
polnts along the shore at which rod readings were taken are indicated
by black dots. A1 certain times the stage of the tide was above MHW,
and the shore line had to be estimated.

No attempt was made to make a complete survey of all fea-
tures behind the High Water Liﬁe. Only such detail as could dbe ob-
tained without much additional time or effort were located. The
principal omissions were the houseé and buildings in Westhaven.
| CHARACTER OF TERRAIN - .

The entrance inte Grays Harbor has been narrowed consider-x
ably since the jetties were built, and low sand spits have bullt out
from the higher wooded points. These spits are covered with arift-
wood and grass. A small portion of the old wooded point is shown
on this sheet north of Station LONE TREE. On the south, this sheet
did not extend to the wooded portion of Point Chehalie.

At high tide the surf breaks acroas ﬁhe narrow neck north-
east of Station LONE TREE, into Armstrong Bay, and it may make an
igland of the end 6f';he spit. This is also true of the outer coast,

where the surf breaks aeross the narrow neck extending out to Polnt

Brown. The large bight behind Point Brown is gshoal, and large portions



of it bare at M.L.L.W. The remains of the old Ebrth Jotty are still
visible northeast of Point Brown. Some portions of it have old pil-
ings, trestles, and focks showing ;bove high water. In other places
the pilings are gone and the rock is covered at high water. Along
the outer coast no evidence of the jetty was foﬁnd. -The inspection
was made at high water stage, however, and it is not known 1f it is
vigible at low tide or not. The south jetty is still under constr-
uction. The contractor has a railroad leading from a dock on the
east side of Point Chehalis (See Sheet C) acroas the poini to the
Jetty on the outer shore. There is a double track trestle on the
Jett& with a heaiy rock fill underneath and between the tracka. The
outer end of the jetty was not located, as it fell outside the limits
of the sheet. Station TANK on South Jetty is a good landmark at the
present tims, It is an slevated tan@_gar uged a8 a water ftank by the
contractor's 1ocomot1ves.‘ |

The Coast Guard Lookout Station is located at the inshore
end of the South Jetty. It is an elevated white housé with a flag
' gtaff alongside, from which sborm sigrals are displayed.

A large wooden elevated water tank, 45 feet tall, stands
about 25 moters ENE of the station.
AIDS TO NAVIGATION

No attempt was made to locate any of the floating aids to
nafigation. There are numerous buoys marking the channel inlthe en-
trance which are 1ocatéd annually by the U. 8. Engineers.

Of the fixzed aids there are two lighted ranges for use of

ships coming across the bar and into the entrance. As the bar is



'ahifting constantly, these ranges are changed frequently. It is under-
stood that the CGrays Harbor‘lBar Range Front Light has already been
changed once sinece this survey was made, and the position shown on this
sheet is now obsolete. To facilitate making these changes, the front "
range lights are built on skids so they can be shifted without trouble. v A
At the time of the surveys the ranges had the following azimuths: ;

Grays Harbor Bar Range- - - - - - = = = 589 55' true

Point Chehalis Range~ - - = = = = = = = 101° 05* 'y

It will be noted that these values do not check with the val-
ues shown on the latest Light List, due, no doubt, to changes made since
the date of publieation.

The rear light of the Point Chehalis Range was formerly on
a beacon ENE of the Westport Dock. It is now on the hand rail of the
water tank, Station TANK, White, Elev., Westport, 1939. The light is
about 2 meters eccentric from the center of the tank. No attempt was
made to show both the triangulation station and the light, for the two
dots would have been confusing. The dot shown is the triangulation
station. The old I‘strueture for the rear range light still stands, and ALt j:_i‘l‘ ‘
serves as a day beacon. The Light List shows this as a lighted hoacon,a?{f“izﬂfgj"u
but this is a mistake as there is no light on it at the present time.

The contractor building the South Jetty established a lighted
range on tﬁe end of Point Chehalis for the use of his car floats éross-
¥ng the shoal east of the flashing red buoy No. 24. This range had
fixed white lights visible around the horizon. The front range light
was on the extreme tip of the point at High water line, and was washed

away on the night of December 31, 1939. It is not shown on this survey.



The rear light is shown near Point Chehalls fixed red light. It is not
known if the contractor will replace the front range light, nor if the
rear range light will be maintained after the jetty is aompleted.

GECGRAPHIC RAMES

The names on this sheet were obtained from the following

sources:

A. USC & GS Chart No. 6195

B. U. S. Geol. Survey Map--Ocosta Quadrangle

c. U. 8. Foreat Service Map~~-Olympic National Forest

D. County Engineer's Map of Grays Harbor County

E. H. D. Casey, Westport, Wash. resident for 13 years
. F. Roy N. Woods, Coast Guardsman, Westport, Wash. resident for

10 years

G. R. M. Allen, Westport, Wash. resident for 8 Yyears

H. J. 7. Ostervold, " n n  mog n

I. ; M. Dale " " " "5 "

J. L. V. Barnett " " " R S

In Charge of C. &G. Station

K. D. A. Parks, Laidlaw, Wash. " "3 "

L. L. J. McBride, " "  Bridge Tender

M. Percy Harlow, Westport Resident for 23 years

N. Frank Krauase, " " » 10 "

0. A. Rasmussen, " " " 50 "

| P. Cit& Engineer's Map of West Haven

Q. Various inhabitants of Oyhut, Washington
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GEOGRAPHIC NAMES (Continued)

ARMSTRONG BAY: ¥
Sources A, B, C. D, B, J, K, 0, Q.

The shallow bight north of Station LONE TREE.

' DAMON POINT: /

Sourcgs B, G, H LK M N 0, Q.

The higher wooded ground bvetwsen North Bay and the Pacifie
Ocean, Sources A, B, ¥, J, L, show this as Point Brown. Mr. A. O.
Damon (now deceased) owned this land, and his name is applisd to the
point by most of the local inhadbitanta. A few sources, K & Q, claimed
that Pt. Brown referred only to the low sand spit that has built out
gouth of Damon Point since the North Jetty has been built. It it is
not deairable to show two names on this point as indicated on the
sheet, it is recommended that Pt. Brown be discontinued, and that
Damon Point be aceepted.
DOCK STREET:

Source "P". ' .

The street leading to the dock in Westhaven. No sireet
signes are in place. It is the only street in use in the town at
the present time. Eight other streets have been proposed.
GRAYS HARBOR: &/

All sources are in agreement on this name for the entire bay.
NORTH BAY: + |

Sources A, B, ¢, D, J, K, N, 0, Q.

The large shallow bay north and east of Damon Point.
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POINT BROWN:

Sources K, Q.

On sources 4, B, C, it is shown in place of Damon Point,
see above.

‘Source F claimed the sand spit was Damon's Point.

Soureé M claimed Pt. Brown was the general name for the
whole peninsula. : E}" »A;,}:>
POINT CHEHALIS: 1\'\\*’\‘":\\“}

Sources 4, B, D, E, ¥, G, H, I, 7, K, L, M, N.

The point on the south side of the entrance into Grays Harbor.

Sources D, F, G, H, I, K, M, and 0, showed Point Peterson for
the area falling on the extreme southeast corner of this sheet. This
latter name was common bérora the South Jetty was built and the point
extended. The land was owned by a Mr. Peterson who has lived in the
vieinity for 75 years. There was formerly a fort on the point. The
name is not in common use, and it is recommended that the name of Point
Chehalis be retained in use as at present.

WESTHAVEN: /

Sources E, ¥, G, H, I, J, K.

The small fishing village near the end of Point Chehalis
about a mile north of Westport. The name given the Triangulation Sta-
tion "TANK, White, Elevated, Westport, 1939", is a mistake, as this
should be Westhaven instead. A sign on the dock reads "Port of Grays

Harbor, Westport Dock". It replaced the old dock, east of Westport,

and fellheir to the name.



. COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS SURVEYS
| Compared with Chart No., 6195, issued Jamiary 2, 1940.
The following changes are noted: ' I
The no:theaat end of North Jetty from a point near Station | \\
LONE TREE is no longer in evidence except for a few pilings. Also the :
portion west of the outer coast was not visible at high tide,
The landmark "Lone Tree"™ shown on the chart is best described
now by the word "beacon".
The dfedging beacon north of Grays Harbor Bar Range Rear
Light has been removed. There have been several changes in the shore
line near the North Jetty.
| The South Jetty has been extended. Note too that the jetty
is not a single %angent, but hag a slight bend east of Station TANK
on South Jetty.

The Coast Guard lookout is now south of South Jetty instead

of north of it.

STATISTICS
Statute Miles of Shore Line- - -« = -~ - « - = = is
Roads, Railroads, Creeks, and Sloughg~ ~ « - « 3
Area in Sguare Statute Mileg - - - - - - - - = 1

APPROVED AND FORWARDED: Respectfully submitted,

%éﬂu« Wotocd A 115,

Geo. L Hubert A, Paton
% G H. & G. Engineer

H. & G. Engineer _

Commanding DISCOVERER Ship DISCOVERER



COAST PILOT NOTES

Page 210:

Graye Harbor Coast Guard Stétion is situated just south of
the Lighthouée, but is not visible from off shore. | A

Point Brown--Change 2} miles to 14 miles. The north jetty
is no longer visible on the outer coast.
Page 224:

First Paragraph. Change 2 miles to 1} miles.

Westport: The new wharf ia kﬁown ag Port of Grays Harbor,
Westport Dock. 4 Coast Guard boat house and dock has been built South-
east of 1it.

Bay City: The fertilizer factory is still in operation.
Page 226:

Second Paragraph. The North Jetty is no longer visible. The
South Jetty has been rebuilt and extended. |

Anchorage;-Fiftp Paragraph. Sand Ialaﬁd has been eroded, and
the island farther north is now known as Goose Island. |
Page 227:

Storm warnings are displayed by the Coast Guard at their
Lookout Station near.the south jetty at Point Chehalis, and by the

Weather Bureesu at the Port Docks, between Aberdeen and Hoguiam.
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GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

Survey No. TG 8 05

Name on Survey A

Armstrong Bay 1

Damon Point

Grays Harbor

North Bay 4

Point Brown

— i ———

Point Chehalis &

P ]

Westhaven 7
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ForRM M-238

MEMORANDUM
" IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

receivedMar, 28, 1941

SURVEY Dok , registered spr. 8, 1941
DESCRIPTIVE REPORT verified
PHEDOSTATOR No. T T6805 reviewed

approved

This is forwarded in order that your attention may be directed to the matters as indicated below. Please initial in col-
umn 3 as an acknowledgement that your attention has been thus directed. The complete original records are available if
desired. If you cannot give this your immediate attention, please initial, note, and forward to the next section marked,
calling for the records at your convenience.

ROUTE tnitial Attention called to

20

22

24

25 P , /’f:—i’/ 0704)—03 t(o
g

T
26

30

40

62

63

82

83

88

90

" RETURN TO
82 T. Bo Reed
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