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PHOTOGRAPHS (I!1}

Number Date Time

41358 . 12~2-47 11253

21924 3-13-48 11502
Tide (lII)

Reference Station: (Galveston
Subordinate Station: Fugene I. Atchafalaya Bay

Subordinate Station:

Washington Office Review by (IV): f/\ - %"4"“'
Final Drafting by (IV): Fa/ A'more OFFice
Drafting verified for reproduction by (IV): <. /]V/? Fec

Proof Edit by (IV): K %dim——gﬂvfﬁé

Land Area (8q. Statute Miles) (lil):
Shprel_me (More than 200 meters to opposnte shore) (IIl): 12,7 miles
Shoreline (Less than 200 meters to opposite shore) (llN): 8 miles
Control Leveling - Miles (l1):

Number of Triangulation Stations searched for {I1I): 15

Number of Recoverable Photo Statlons established (Ill}: 8
Number of Temporary Photo Hydro Stations established (I11): 4

Remarks: R,
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Ratio of| Mean i Spring
Ranges | Range | Range

1.1 1.1 1.9

Recovered: 7
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Identified: 7
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Lat: 29° 291 46.082" (1418.8m) Long: 91° 21t 09.832(264.8m) Adiusted
Plane Coordinates (IV): State: kou&S'la-nq Zone; 39w+h
Y= X= '

Roman numerals Indicate whether the itemn is to be entered by (11} Field Party, (11l) Photogrammetric Office,
or (Iv) Washington Office. ;

When entering namaes of parsonnel on this record give the surname and Initials, not initials only.

Form T- Pagel M.2618-12(4)



Surmary T-9031

This planimetric survey 1s one of a series of 21 maps
at 1:20,000 in the Gulf Coast area of Louisiana. Except
for T-903%2 and T-903%3, each is 7% minutes in latitude and
longitudse,

The area covered by this project includes Houma,
Loulislana, on the east, to Vermllion Bay on the west, and
extends from the vicinity of the Intraccastal ‘aterway
southward to Atchafalaya and Fourleague Bays,

Shoreline surveys for the Intracocastal Waterway of
project Ph-1li(L6) at 1:10,000 scale, falling within tle
" project, furnished some -detailed informetion elong both
sldes of the Waterway and for the planimetrlic maps of this
project. :
23

Adjoining this project to the viest are I}7 contemporary
topographic quadrangles at 1:20,000 scale in project Ph-33(LE},
Adjoining to the east and covering the Intracoastal Waterway
to Florida are a series of revision sheets at 1:20,000 scale
of Project Ph-1{j5). Bordering the three southernmost quad-
rangles of this project is an early photo compilation project
completed at about 1935.



1.

FIELD INSSECTION REP(RT
QUADRANGLES 9031, 9032, and 9033
PROJECT Ph-21(47)

APRIL 1948

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA

This block of quadrangles lies In the southern
portion of this project and embreces & land and water area
that inclades the eastern portion of Atchafalaya Bay; the
ship chamnel through Point Au Fer Shell Reef; the mouth of
the Atchafalaya River; and considerable marsh area to the
east of Atchafalaya Bay.

The land is absolutely flat and consists of heavy,
soft marsh that is cut by many bayous and ditches. This
marsh land affords a large income to many treppers who,
during the one hundred day arnnual trapping season, take out
6 harvest of furs valued at maxy thousands of dollars.

These trappers maintain cabins or houseboats
throughout the area as a working base and rely entirely on
the water as a mode of transportntion. ’

In addition to the fur industry, oil wells have been
brought in at many locations in the marshes and bays.
Although no producing wells are located within the limits
of these quadrangles, exploration and testing is a
continuous process. South of these guadrangles on Point
Au FPer Island several wells were being drilled at the time
of field worke

The eastern portion of Atchafalayn Bay is gencrally
shallow with a mud botitom; however a dredged chanmel
running in a northeast-southvest direction connects +the
mouth of the Atchafalaya River and the pass through shell
reef's to the Gulf of Mexico. This channel is not deep
enough for steamers, but it does convey a heavy traffic
of fishing boats from the {ishing grounds to their bases
in and around ¥organ City, Louisiana. The chamnel is marked
by fixed aids to navigation.

To the southwest and west of these quadrangles,
separating Atchafalaya Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, is




Ze

Point Au Fer Shell Reef. The channel across the bay
has 'been dredged through this reef and affords a passage
to the Gulf. In addition to the regular channel, a
lighthouse has been built on the west side of the
channel to mark the entrance.

2., COMPLETEWESS OF FIELD INSPECTICH

Field inspection is felt to be complete and
adequate. Allfield inspection notes are confined to the
first of the two sets of field prints furnished to the
field party. There is very little detail other than
woods and marshes appearing in this area. The field
party indicated cabins and small docks in the marsh area
and it is recommended that the compiler show these
structures on the map compilation since they ars important
to those persons working the marshes.

It is believed thet sufficient samples of wcods and :

marsh have been labled to enable the compiler to delineate
these features with no difficulby.

3.  INTERPRETATION OF THE FHDTOGRAFHS

Fhotographic interpretation should cause no
difficulty. Although several tones appesr on the
photographs, the area is all marsh and should be shomn
as such. The various types of marsh grass varying from
high dry to low wet phobtograph differently. In some
cases the field party has labled the various types of
marsh for the information of the compiler.

During the trapping season the trappers burn large
areas of the marsh which shows black on the photographs.
Some of these fires are visible on the photographs and afford
a comparison of the aree before and after burning.

4 TRIZONTAL CONTROL

A1) U.8.C.& G.S. stations withincothesdimits of
these gquadrangles were secarched for, and if recovered
wore identified on the photographs. In addition,
several stations outside the quadrangles were recoversed
end identified for control of the radial plot.



The recovered control was identified on the first
set of field prints furnished the field party and at a
later date wesstransferred in the office %o 2 new set
of photographs.

The transfor was completed by the field party as
& check to insure that the stations can be properly
transferred to other prints at a later date. No great
difficulty was encountered while transferring control,
but it was noted that in & few ingtences some of the
detail is not as clear and distinct on one set of
photographs as it is on the other.

Two lights, Atchalfalaya Channel Lights 41 and 42,
were loceted by theodolite three-point fixes and may be
used as horizontal control.

Positive identifiecation was not secured on five

control stations. Three of these doubtful identifications

(v088,1933; RICE,1935; and WASHA,1934) are due to
indistinct photographic detail in the viecinity of the
station,.

Station FISH 1933 was not positively identified
because the field party suspected a shifting of the
sub=-point between the detes of phobography and field
inspection.

The fifth station not identified pesibively is
POINT AU FER S5TACK 1933. The stack has been destroyed
and its original position could not be determined.
The o0ld steam boller to which the stack was probably
attached is still in place in the marsh, so the end of
this boiler was located as probably being close to the
position of the stack.

An explanation of all doubtful identification

has been made on the control identification cards that
accompany the field data.

5+  VERTICAL CUHTROL

{not applicable)

6. CCNTOURS AND DRAINAGE

Ho contouring was performed in these quadrangles.

3



There is no definite dréinege pattern within the
area cocvered by this reporte.

7. 1MBAN HIGE WATER LINE

The shoreline, with one excepbtion, is all apparent
and sufficient notes have been made on the photographs
to gulde the compiler. The exception noted is a last
shoreline on Point Au Fer Lsland (oubside the project
limit) and it has been indicated on the photographs.

8., LOY WATER LINE

At the time of photography the tide was et an
extreme low, well below the predicted low for the day.
This low stage of the tide resulted in exposing a mud
banlt off the apparent shoreline that is normally swash
et low water. The field party indicated the normal
apperent waterline in the proper pesition and a low
wiaterline can be extended around the exposed arecas
outside the apparent shoreline.

9. VHARVES AND SHORELINE STRUCTURES

The only wharves and shoreline structures in the area
are those at Eugene Island and they have been clarified
by field inspection notes.

10, DETALLS OFFSHORE FROM THE HIGH WATER LINE

The extreme low stage of the water exposed much
of the POint Au Fer Shell Reef; however, the reef is
awash at mean low water and loecal information states
that no part of it is exposed. Shewthisreef-as-

Local information stated that several wrecks are
scattered throughout the reef, but only one of these could
be located by the fimld party.

Point Au Fer Shell Reef will require further
investigation by a hydrographic paerty.
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The cable area shown on chart 1276 as rumning
from the mouth of the Atehafalaya River to Point Au Fer
Shell Reef, was not investigated by the field party
and must be investipgated by Field Edit.

11. TANDWARKS AND AIDS TO NAVIGAT.LION

Southwest Reef Lighthouse {o0ld tower) is listed
in the 1847 Light List, page 802, as Southwest Reef
Daybeacons Nat th'm' limits of +his Pr‘o'lec'f ~ Ph \«l("r']),

Previously unlocated aids to navigation were
located by identification on photographs, by theodolite
cuts, by sextant fixes, or by a combination of two or
more methods. At Atchafalaye Channel Lights 7 and 25
sextant angles were observed to assist in identifiication
on photographs and location of these lights. Atchafalays
Channel Lights 41 and 42 wers located by three-point
fixes observed with a theodolite on stations EUGEIE
ISLIAND LIGHT,1933; DiSON,1933; and PLUMDE 1933; with a
check on BEACON §,1933. At each of %these lights, directioms
were observed to other aids in the vicinity. Atchafalays
Channel Lights 25 and 38, Halters lsland Point Light, and
Atchafalaya River Light 1 were located by identification
on photographs supplemented by theodolite cuts from
Lights 41 and 42.

A 1933 description by E. K. MeCs of Atchafalaya
River Light 1 {Beacon 1} is listed in Desgcriptioms of
Triengulation Stations MNo. 675, Louisiana Coast, Chenior
Le ligre to Oyster Bay Lighthouse, page 1l. No.geogrephic
position could be found in the list of geographic
positions of this area. The light is not shown as a
triengulation station on the project index for Ph-21(47).

A line of privately meintained beacons marking the
approach to Locust Bayou,Point Au Fer Island, were
located by sextant fixes, supplemented by culs from Lights
4] and 42.

All other deaybeacons charted on Charts 1050 and 1276
and listed in the 1947 Light List in Atchafalaye Bay and
approaches to the bay east of Longitude 91Y30', were not
in existance on 27 April 1948,



G

A temporary steel radio mast on Zugene Island was
located by the field party. This radio tower is owned
end operated by private interests and will be removed
at the completion of the job for whiech it wes constructed.
It is not recommended that this tower be charted, butb
if the compilation office chooses to chart it, it must

be shown as temporary.



12. HYDROGRAFHIC COHTROL

In accordance with project instrustions, topographic
stations were established along the shore of the most
inmportent water arems, Where natural objects were not
selected, stations were marked by standerd discs set in
& concrete monument. A Form 524 has been submitted for
sach topographic statiom.

13. IANDING FLEIDS AND AERONAUTICAL AIDS

There are neither landing fields nor aexynautical
aids within +the limits of these quadrangles.

14. ROAD CLASSTIFICATION

o roads exist within the limits of these quadrangles.

15. BRIDGES

There are no bridges in these quadrangles.

16, BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

The only substantial building in these quadrengles
is the U. 5, Coast Guard Station on Eugene island, The
Fugene Islend Lighthouse projects from the top of this
building.

Because of the lack of buildings, the field party
located trappers cabing as mentioned previously.

17. BOUNDARY KONUMENTS AND LINES

There are no boundary monuments in this ares although the

Terrebomme - St. Yary Parish line follows along the east

end of Atchafalayn Bey from the east bank of the Atchafeleya
River to the Gulf of HMexico around Point Au Fer. Boundaries
will be the subject of a special report to be submitted

at a later date.

“’V



18+ GEOGRAPHLIC TAMES

Geogrephic names are covered adequately by "Special
Report on Geographic Nemes; Houma, Louisisna to Vermilion
Bay, Louisiana; Project Ph-14{46)".

19, ADDITLOHAL ITENS

. Yo additiomel items worthy of discussion were noted
during the field work.

Submittert by

Cartographer

Approved and Forvarded by

v,

Charles Ve Clork, Licub., USCAC
Chief of Party
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COMPIIATION REPCRT
QUADRANGIE T=9031

26 & 27 ONTROL AND RADTAL PLOT:

Discussion of control will be found in the Special Report on
Main Radial Plot submitted to the Washington Ofiice May 5, 1949,
by Milton M. Slavney, Phoggrammetric Engineer, «nd 5 ineluded
in the Deseriptive efpov"‘f for T—9033
28, DELINEATION:

The photographs were of poor scale, therefore causing sou;e
difficélty during the delineation of this manuscript. -
i L]
All piroque trails have been delineated.amdshowr—with—tie—abbre~—

T

29. SUPPLEMFNTAL DATA:

None used.

30. MPAN HIGH-WATER LINE:

A1l shoreline within the limits of the manuscript is apparent.

3l. LOW~WATER LINE: .

Refer to paragraph No., 8 of Field Report.

32, DETAILS OFFSHORE FROM THE MEAN HIGH-WATER LINE:

There are a few shell reéfs awash at MII! around Eugene Islal,emd
Sre—at-Doer—oiERt. '

33, WHARVES AND SHCORFLINE STRUCTURES:
h“ and .
There is%one pler on Eugene Island.

34, LANDMARKS AND AIDS TO NAVIGATION:

!

No landmarks. fall within the limits of this quadrangle.

ATCHAFALAYA RIVER LIGHT 1, 1948 and ATCHAFALAYA CHANNEL LIGHT 38
were cut in from the photographs. When located by theodolite cuts
different positions were obtained. Because these positions were deter-
mined by only two flat cuts, the positions established by use of the
photographs have been shown on the map menuscript.
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POINT AU FER ISIAND CHANNEL LIGHTS were cut in with two-cut
intersections furnished by the field inspector, These cuts are inked
on the back of the manuscript for the convenience of the Washington
Office while deciding if a check by the field editor is necessary

ATCHAFALAYA CHANNEL LIGHT 41, 1947, and ATCHAFALAYA CHANNEL
LIGHT 42, 1948 were located by position computation,

35, _HYDROGRAPHIC CONTROL:

None

36. LANDING FIEIDS AND AFRONAUTICAL AIDS:

None

» COMPARTSON WITH EXISTING TCPOGRAPHIC QUADRANGLES:

Comparison has been made with War Department, Corps of Engineers,
Point Au Fer Louisiana, quadrangle, scale 1l: 62,500, edition of 1935
and found to be in good agreement except for a few minor changes in
cultural details, ’ ’

L5, COMPARISON WITH NAUTICAL CHARTS:

Comparison has been made with Nautical Chart No. 1276, scale
1: 80,000, latest print date August 18, 1947, first edition. The map
manuscript and chart were found to be in good agreement except for
Plum Island Pass. This pass is no longer open, '

The photographs show that Round Bayou above Deer Island Bayou
is completely cut off, shows vegetation, and is impassable by water.

Respactfully submitted,
(oot & i L

: Rexford E. Smith, Jr.
Approved and Forwarded: Cartographic Aid

Ross A. Gilmore, /v
Chief of Party.
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REVIEW REPORT T-9031
Planimetric Mep
October 2, 1950

Comparison with Registered Topographic Surveys

T Lh2 1:200,000 1853
Te 636 1:9660 . 1855
T- 638 1:6660 1855
T- 639 1:9660 1855
7-1822 1:10,000 1888
T~2943 1:20,000 1909
T-6299b 1:20,000 1934
7-6323a,b 1:20,000 1535

This planimetric survey, T-9031, supersedes the
above listed surveys for nautical charting purposes.

Comparison with Maps of Other Agencles

Lake Decade, La. 1:62,500 U.S.E. 1935

Comparison with Contemparary Hydrographic Surveys

None

Comparison with Nautical Charts

Chart 1050 1:175,000 May 1949 (revised)
1116  1:458,596  Sept. 1949 (revised)
1276  1:80,000 Sept. 1949 (revised)

Piles in the vicinity of ATCHAFALAYA CHANNEL LT. 41
and others west of one ATCHAFALAYA CHANNEL appearing on
the above listed charts were not visible on &he photographs
nor were they recovered during field inspection.

Adequacy of Manuscript

This compilation cbmplies with the National Standards
of Map Accuracy and with project instructions for com-
pleteness.

Miscellanecus

(a) Triangulation station, PLUMB, 1933, is correctly
delineated offshore from Plumb Island Point. The recovery
note of 1947 indicates that this is the result of erosion.

(b) Considering the lack of developnment in this
bayou country no fleld edit was required.
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