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Descriptive report to accompeny topogrephy sheet,~7 /(7.
Hatteras Inlet to New Inlet North Carolina.

The contour ‘of the shore lines was found to have remained
practically the same, especially on the beach side which, altho
pounded by & very heavy surf, seemed to have undergone no change.

The coast line is very regular with no indentations and at times is
gtraight as far as the-eye can see. Just the opposite is true of the
shore line on the sound side, it is very irregular, being broken by
mumerpus creeke and bays.

The country is very low and sandy, it having been estimated that
the highest point of land on this reef (in Buxton) is not over fifteen
feet above high water. There is no vegetetion on the beach side of the
reef and it is usually necessary to go back to the other ehore in order
“to find a growth of any kind., This consists mostly of reed covered
marshes and swanps thaet are flooded with water at high tide.

There ie a heavy growth of trees (principally pine) on the lower
end of the reef, from Trent to Buxton, but they do not seem to flourish
on other parts of this section and those in the vicinity of Salve and
Rodanthe are fast disappearing. In fag; all those at the latter place
has disappeared entirely. The principle” settlements are Hatteras, Trent
(called Frisco by natives), Buxton, Kimnekeet (Avon P.0.) and the three '
following villages Salve, Middle Woods, and Rodanthe, which constitute the
section known as Chicamicomico.

Hatteras is a small settlement on the lower end of the reef, just
to the northward of gatteras Inlet. It has a population of about four
hundred and has no industry of any importence. Most of the people earn
their living by either fishing or working in one of the varicus Coast
Guard-Station's in this vicinity, The Durant L.5.S.and tower of the
weather bureau here,serve as good landmarks.

Trent ,or pFrisco,is situated on the sound side about three miles
to the northi¥a of Hatteras. It ies located in a heavy wooded section
and the people here, of whom there are about one hundred, earn their
living chiefly by fishing. '

Buxton, the next settlement along the reef is located, like Trent,
in a rather heavy wooded section that obscures it from view of passing
boats. It is in the lummediate vicinity of Cape Hatteras Lighthouse and
the latter is the only important landmerk in this section, as all others
are obscured by the woods or are visible for so short a tims as to make
them practically worthleas. There are about two hundred people living
in this village.

About five miles to the northward of Puxton is located the village
of Kinnakset (Avon P.0.) This is divided in two settlements lkmown as
Little Kimmakeet and Kimngkeet. They are about three miles apart (the
former being the most northerly one.) Together these two places contain
about two hundred people, of the typical fishermen type found in this
section,



There is a small clump of woods at each place (located approx.on sheet)
and they serve as excellent lendmarks. rhe Coast Cuard stetion at Little
Kirmskeet is situated to the North of the settlemeni, on a barren track,
80 that it makes & geod landmark for inshore mavigetion, being visible
from all directions. ,

To the North of Kimnekeet are located the villages compiising the
Chicamicomico section, known &s Salvo, Middle Woods and Rodanthe., In all
they have & population of about three hundred and the people chief source
of reverue is fishing. About two miles below Salve are a clump of woods
that serve as a good landwark as they are well away from the gsettlement
and surrcunded by a barren wastie. They can be seen for a good distence.

There is a small white church in Salvo (no steeple) that affords
a fairly good landmark for meriners into Sotind, especially when viewed
from the West and Southwest., The size of this object however prohibits its
teing seen distictly at distence of more than four miles.

Middle woods 1s located about tweo miles Worth of Salve and one
and one half miles South of Rodanthe. There are only about ten of fifteen
houses in this section and no goed landmarks for inshore navigetion as
nost of the houses are hidden by trees. The village itself however, would
afford a good landmark for offshore navigation.

About mid way between Middle Woods and Rodanthe is located a church

" with a steeple which is an excellent landmark. It is situated on a clear,

barren stretch of beach and is visible from all directions. There ars no
trees in Rodanthe and the houses can be seen from all directions, but there
are no good landmarks in Rodanthe as the dwellings are all of about the

same size and appearance and can not be differentiated between at a distance
of R twe miles.

The old Chicamicomico Life Saving Station (now abandoned) ang the
club house, about two miles north of the station,sre good landmerks and are
very consplcuous.

All Coest Guard:Stations here ‘have telephone communication with
gach other and are commected up with the weather bureesu at Manteo,on
Roanocké. Island. It has been found in the survey and noted by people living
in this vicinity, that the inlets are constantly shifting to the socutherd.
There is a very high bar across the NeW.Inlet and fiehermen, in that
viclnity, say that they have been unable to get their voats out through
it lately. The hydrographic perty was unable to get over this bar, while
doing work in thet vicinity, in a boat drawing eighteen inches of water,
on & perfectly calm day.

The survey of Gull Island did not show any marked of noticeable
change in its formation but uwndovbtédly there is somse, as it is merely a
reed-covered, marshy island and is flooded with water to & depth of about
six inches during southerly winds, There is & shosl extending out from it
in all directions and water, driven by a heavy wind, bresking across- this
shoal eirikes the island considerable force and mu3t wear it away, as it
not of very etable formation.



There is only one landing place and that is a very narrow slough
to the island from the Fast. This slough carries about two feet of water
up to the islend, boats drawing more than that would have a hard time
offecting a landing except at extremaly high tides.

' A hunting house situated on the island affords a good landmark,
ag it is of s fairly good size and can be seem from all directions, There

was alsoc a fis'r'f:f?)cated about a mile and & half from the island, in a

Nor thwesterly direction, but this was probably carried away during the
heavy ice floes in Jamary 1918.

Respectfully,

Dack Offtcer, .
U.8.6.& G.5.5chr. MATCHLESS.
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